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Lynette’s Visions and Wisdoms    
 

Hope all of you celebrated Christmas and New 
Year in healthy and happy celebrations, with family, 
friends and Grangers.  Best wishes to all of you for the 
New Year.   The weather in southern IL right now is 
cold and dry.  Have only had a strong dusting of snow 
in our area.    
 Scholarship applications need to be requested 
from State Secretary and returned in a timely manner.   
Any Granger who is furthering their college education 
and has been a Granger for at least a year will qualify 
for applying for a scholarship.   

Don and I will be traveling to President’s Con-
ference in Myrtle Beach, SC February 16-20.   We 
have a National Grange Executive Committee prior to 
the meeting, I look forward to learning new things then 
sharing that with all the Grangers of IL.   

Plans are being made for leadership training for 
anyone interested –When details are finalized infor-
mation will be shared via email, Facebook and USPS 
mail. Any of the Committee Chairs/Directors or offic-
ers that would like to present something please let me 
know.  This training session is open to all Grangers, 
please spread the word.  
 The Bonding letters have been distributed to 
Masters or Secretaries of each Grange via email or 
USPS mail.  Please have information returned to Robin 
ASAP.   
 The Midwest leaders will be starting to talk 

about the 2024 National Session in Bettendorf, IA.  I 

believe the dates are November 12 – 16, 2024.  Watch 

for more details as time progresses.   

I am hoping to have a membership meeting in 

February via Zoom.  And I am hoping in the next year 

to get to more Grange meetings, to work with the  

Continued on page 2 

Paul T Zeien Jr. 

State Grange Office - Treasurer 

Grange and number - Prairie Grange #1832 

Years in Grange - 7+ 

Subordinate Grange Positions held 

            Executive Committee 

National Grange opportunities you participated in 

            None as of yet 

Clubs 

Masons 

        Master Mason 

            32Degree Scottish Rite Mason 

            Shriner 

          Royal Arch Mason 

          Knights Templar Sir Knight 

Sons of Union Veterans 

Sons of Union Veteran Reserve 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Sons of American Revolution – Chapter President 

Education 

Associates in Applied Science Computer Science 

Bachelor of Arts in Computer Science 

Master of Information Technology 

Family Status 

Married beautiful wife Jane 

Son Nathan 

Daughter Married Nicole Roper, Cole Roper hus-

band 

2 Grand Daughters Annaleigh Mae, Blakely Lor-

raine 

 Continued on Page  2 
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Lynette continued 

Deputies to support all the Granges in IL.  All 

Grangers need to work on keeping each Grange strong 

and thriving.   

 Boone County and Winnebago County Pomona 
Granges are making plans for August 26 - 28, 2022 at 
Boone County Fairgrounds, Belvidere, IL, 151st State 
Session.  Watch for more details.  

 

   Paul continued                                 

1 Grand Son Chase 

Hobbies and interests 

            Genealogy Research 

            Lego 

            Reading military novels, and thrillers 

Special skills 

            some computer skills 

            some photography 

Place of employment 

            Department of Veterans Affairs 

            Boone County Fair Association 

            Illinois Wool & Fiber Mill 

Job description 

            Director of Education Veterans Readiness and 

Employment Product Line, my  product line provides 

software for processing veteran education and employ-

ment benefits 

Tell us anything you would like us to know about you 

I have a lot of interests as you can tell from the 

hobbies and clubs I am involved in. I enjoy being 

busy. I am also very proud of my wife as she has 

built our family business, Illinois Wool and Fiber 

Mill to a very successful business. I claim she is 

one of the hardest working ladies I know. I love 

her to pieces. I am also a huge KISS fan but can 

also enjoy smooth Jazz. Oh, if you throw in a little 

shot of Bourbon once in a while I enjoy that as 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISG Secretary Report 

Hope this finds everyone doing well and staying warm 

with this nasty cold spell of weather we have been hav-

ing. Just think Spring will be here soon and so will warm-

er weather. 

     Just a few items of business to pass on: 

1.  4th Quarter Dues – Dec 2021 – If you have not 

paid your dues please do so ASAP for you are 

LATE. 

2. Bonding Forms – Are due to me by February 9th. 

(I only have 2 Granges so far and I need every 

Granges form) – If you are going to bond through 

National Grange please fill out the form, sign it 

and mail it along with a check made payable to: 

 ILLINOIS STATE GRANGE and mail it all to 

the ISG Secretary – If you are going to opt out of 

the insurance you still need to sign the form and 

send it to the ISG Secretary before FEBRUARY 

9th.  Mail it to: Illinois State Grange Secretary 

       Robin Kindberg 

        12971 Olson Road 

       Caledonia, IL 61011 

3.  SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are available 

to any age college student attending college or 

trade school as a full time student. The completed 

Application forms must be email back to the ISG 

Secretary robinkindberg5@gmail.com by 9:00PM 

March 19th. 

4. 990-N Postcards- be sure to complete them every 

year. 

5. SUBORDINATE/POMONA GRANGE BY-

LAWS – I need a copy of each of the Granges in 

the state of Illinois By-Laws by June 1, 2022. 

Hopefully you know where your By-Laws are and 

you can provide me a copy. Be sure to update 

them also and you MUST include how your 

Grange feels about Zoom Meetings. National 

Grange is requesting that each State Grange Sec-

retary have a copy of each Grange’s By-Laws in 

their state on record. 

 

Until next time Stay Warm and Stay Healthy. 

Robin Kindberg 

ISG Secretary 
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Turkey Hill Grange News 

The Turkey Hill Grange held their annual Dues 

Paying Potluck in January.  Following dinner the meet-

ing was opened in full form by President Charles 

Treser.  The program honoring Policeman William Dan 

Cook had to be postponed and hopefully will be at the 

February meeting.   

Stacey Rutledge is organizing a sewing event for 

Grangers to help the 4-H club make port pillows for 

cancer patients.  We will also be sponsoring a Belleville 

Parks and Recreation baseball team.  

Membership Chairman, Steve Koluch, will be 

promoting a "Suit Up" campaign for Turkey Hill Grange 

to promote community awareness and a membership 

drive.     Dale Helms reported on the plum-

meting price of pork and  chicken to the farmers as the 

price soars for the consumer.   

Ron Bersett announced the date for closet and 

stage cleanup on January 29th.  January was a good 

month for catering with two meals for the Farm Ser-

vice.  Quilters are working on their projects for the up-

coming quilt raffles.   

We will be hosting Pomona Grange on February 

16,2022 

 

Boone County Pomona Report 

     The January Dues Paying Supper Meeting was can-

celed due to bad weather. Remember dues are due now. 

Make check payable to:  Boone County Pomona Grange 

and mail them to: 

Boone County Pomona Grange Secretary 

             Patti Lee Secretary 

             11067 Beloit Road 

              Belvidere, IL  61008 

The next Boone County Pomona Grange meeting will 

be held on March 2, 2022 and we hope to see everyone 

there. 

Karrie Kindberg 

Publicity Chairman 
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Prairie Grange Report 

A very small crowd gathered for our Dues Pay-

ing Supper. We had a lot out with sickness. 

      We discussed ordering Polo Shirts, T-Shirts and 

Sweatshirts but we need a design so everyone was asked 

to put on our design caps and come up with a design and 

send it to Karie Blasingame and we will vote on the de-

sign at the February Meeting. 

      We also discussed possibility of getting Prairie 

Grange Name Tags for everyone. Karie will look into 

the design and prices at Twin Towers here in Belvidere 

and report back to us. 

       We discussed doing the Money Raffle again this 

year. It was moved and seconded and carried NOT to 

have the raffle this year. 

         We discussed what paint design we want to put 

on the Free Little Library we will be placing outside of 

the Community Grange Hall for the public to enjoy. 

       It was reported that the Buddy Meals we have 

been preparing and delivering are a great hit and people 

who have received them are very appreciative of them 

and they are really Good. 

      We discussed doing the Buddy Meals every 

month instead of every two months. We usually do 25-

30 meals each time we do them. We talked about possi-

bly ordering them from a local store for one month and 

making them from scratch the other month. Jennifer will 

check into this with our local Grocery Store and will 

report back next month. 

      Our meeting concluded with Sister Sara 

Ellwanger teaching everyone how to sign the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

      The meeting adjourned at 7:40PM 

 

Robin Kindberg 

Publicity Chairman  
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 Flora Grange News 
By Lindakay Ebel 
 
    Flora Grange #1762 held their January 2022 
meeting on Tuesday, January 11, 2022, with a potluck 
supper at 6:30 pm followed by the regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
    In the absence of Master Albert Q. Ebel and 
Vice President Loren Due, Jack Ratcliffe called the 
meeting to order, followed by a prayer from Chaplain 
Emalee Colver. Roll call showed eight officers absent 
due to illness. Minutes of November and December 
meetings were approved. 
    Chaplain Colver and President protem Ratcliffe 
draped the chapter for brother Ronald Laws, and mem-
bers recited the Lord’s Prayer. 
   Committee reports were heard from the various 
committee chairs in attendance and there has been some 
new interest in the Flora Junior Grange again by a 
Grange mother, her young daughter and some new inter-
ested visitors this evening and the designing of a bro-
chure to attach to the school’s informational virtual web-
site. Several girls drew pictures of various ways they 
could help in the community since the Grange, both 
Subordinate and Junior Granges are community service 
orientated. 
    Jack Ratcliffe reported the Fire Marshal visited 
our Flora Grange Hall and talked with Al Ebel and he 
and Laurel and requested they add five more lighted exit 
battery back up signs be installed by his next visit in the 
fall of 2022. Laurel reported she had purchased a small 
fire extinguisher which was a requirement last time he 
was there as well as two smoke detectors which she in-
stalled prior to his visit.  

Jack also stated he has ordered more fuel for the 
balance of the winter months. 
   Deb Silver reported on the delivery of the Christ-
mas tree to the needy family working through the 
Hometown Christmas and the Extension Office who se-
cures the trees. She shared the surprised reaction the 
family had when the tree was delivered.  Deb also re-
ported on the Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army. 
    The State Fair Convention is this weekend and 
Todd, Bob and Jack will be attending. Also, our Queen 
Contestant, Allyson Aves will be running for State Fair 
Queen. Todd reminded members that Boone County Fair 
was named the “Best in the Rock River Valley” as non-
profit organization.  
   Laurel Ratclffe brought up to the membership in 
attendance her concerns about the dinner served on 
Thursday at the fair, which is a ham dinner each year. 
This money goes directly to the fair. She asked for ideas 
of what type of meal could be served and several ideas 
were shared. These ideas will be investigated for possi-
bilities for the 2022 fair. 

    There was no financial report as treasurer Linda-
kay Ebel was absent, due to illness, report will be given 
at next meeting, along with 2021 year to end totals. 
    Birthdays were recognized by singing, “Happy 
Birthday” to Ron Eucker and Barb Trevathan. 
    “G” Bills were collected, and the meeting was 
closed in full form. 
     Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 
8, 2022. 6:30 pm, Dues paying supper and regular meet-
ing. Serving committee: Kathee Frazer, Kris and Scott 
and Vince and Lydia Mellilo. 
 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR, RUTH. 
 I want to give a huge thank you to the people 
who have contacted me about switching to email.  I be-
lieve that this mailing will be right at 300 or very close.  
I’m sure that you are tired of hearing this from me but it 
still needs to be said, IF YOU ARE ABLE TO RE-
CEIVE THE GRANGER by email please consider it.  I 
look at the list each month when I address the envelopes 
and I am sure there are still a lot of people who could 
switch.  Jimmy would like me to tell you that when you 
see it on your computer or phone you can increase the 
size to see it better and it will be in color!!!! 
  
 On another note I hope you are enjoying the 
Spotlight on Grangers.  My intention was to feature the 
State Officers in order but since they haven’t responded 
to me in that order I am making it random.  So if you 
would like to be featured or feature someone from your 
Grange just answer all the questions that Paul and Sara 
answered in this issue and email it to me with a picture. 
The National Grange is featuring people on their Face-
book page every Monday, check it out. 
 
 I am lacking in articles from the Granges!!!  
Come on people, I know that you are out there in your 
community doing wonderful things that we would like to 
hear about.  How can we steal your ideas if you are not 
sharing them with us.  Seriously, I only heard from three 
Granges and one Pomona this month.  Committee Chairs 
and Officers should be submitting articles on a regular 
basis.  It would be ideal if I had too many articles and 
didn’t have to fill pages with clip art from National.  Not 
that we don’t need to know what is coming from them, 
we do, but local news is also important. 
 
 If you have an idea for something you would like 
to see in the paper on a regular basis contact me and I 
will look into it.  Pictures are always a plus.  So to see 
how many of you actually read through my article, I 
would like pictures of your Grange Halls for the next 
issue.  Picture, address and any other pertinent infor-
mation about the hall.  Let’s see how many I get!!!!  
Don’t have a hall, send me a group picture of your 
Grangers. 
       5 
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Spotlight on Grangers 
Sara Ellwanger 

Grange and number: Prairie Grange #1832  and past 

member of Mt. Allison Grange #308, Allison, CO 

Years in Grange: 24 

Grange Positions held: State Grange: Ceres and Past 

Community Service Director 

 In Subordinate: Lecturer, Steward, and Junior Director  

 Youth and Jr's: all of them 

National Grange opportunities you participated in: I 

have attended 5 National Sessions, Portland OR in 2002, 

Burlington, VT 2003, Springfield IL in 2006, Lincoln, 

NE 2015, Minneapolis, MN 2019. In Portland OR, I was 

the female youth ambassador for the Colorado State 

Grange. This was also the session that I met a very hand-

some young man from Illinois, who I now call my hus-

band.  In Springfield, IL I held the office of Ceres in the 

Youth Officer Team. In Lincoln, NE I went as part of the 

Young Couple representing the Illinois State Grange.  

The other National sessions I attended, I participated as a 

youth member and past Ambassador as well as volunteer-

ing in any other aspect as needed.  

Service organizations: I also volunteer my time with the 

Boone County Fire Dist #2 Auxiliary, and volunteer on 

the PTA at Immanuel Lutheran School.  

Education: I have a BA in Human Services from Judson 

University, AAS in Human Services from Rock Valley 

College, as well as several other certifications and licens-

es issued through the State of IL 

Family Status: Adam and I will celebrate 15 years of 

marriage this year on July 7th. We have one daugh-

ter, Scarlette, who is 8 and a second grader at Immanuel 

Lutheran School, Belvidere IL. 

Hobbies and interests: I am a very avid reader.  My fa-

vorite author is Tamora Pierce, she writes books for 

teens/ young adults.  I also really enjoy anything that is 

historical fiction.  Books about World War II have really 

hooked me recently, Sarah Sundin has some great series 

that follow the development of flight nursing, as well as 

books that focus on various departments of our military.  

I also like to craft. My mom taught me to sew, paint and 

crochet, and I have enjoyed getting to pass these skills on 

to Scarlette.  

Place of employment: I am currently the Donor Care 

Site Supervisor for the Rock River Valley Blood Center, 

which is a really fancy way to say that I'm a vampire and 

draw blood.  

I run the day to day things in the office, cleaning, order-

ing and checking in stock, answering phones and super-

vising staff.  I also manage blood donor flow, perform 

phlebotomy, and provide after care.  I have been with the 

Rock River Valley Blood Center for 10 years, can hon-

estly say that I love my job!! I have been a site supervisor 

for 6 years and love the connections and relationships 

I've built with my donors.  I feel like I have 100's  of 

grandparents,  aunts,  uncles,  and crazy cousins, because 

all my blood donors are like family.  I'm thankful that I 

get to make a positive impact in the community I live 

in.  The blood center services 10 area hospitals, so the 

blood collected in our area, stays in our area.  Having a 

local blood supply is so important, it helps mitigate the 

cost of blood products, as well as providing a lifesaving 

product! I highly encourage everyone to donate, it takes 

about an hour, and is practically painless.  I have donated 

over 5 gallons of blood.  I started at 16 years old by do-

nating at my high school blood drives.  

 

If I could give fellow Granger's one piece of advice, it 

would be to encourage you all to attend a National Ses-

sion.  We are very fortunate that National Session 2024 

will be in Iowa, which is a pretty easy trip for those in 

Illinois. It's at Nationals that you realize how grand of an 

organization the Grange really is.  Gathering with hun-

dreds of other likeminded people is so empowering, it's a 

great time to make connections that span the coun-

try,  swap ideas,  and gain knowledge, not only about the 

Grange, but about our Nation as a whole.  
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“Instrumental to the Industry - The Voices of 

Agriculture”  

by Mary Brubach, Agriculture Committee Chair 

Many of us in Illinois who grew up on farms, or in a 

farming community know about the morning Ag Report 

on WGN Radio or TV.  We can recognize the iconic 

voices of Orion Samuelson and Max Armstrong.  

With modern Technology such as Social Media, there is 

a new set of Voices to listen too - ever heard of the Pe-

terson Farm Brothers? 

Those who promote Agriculture via all forms of media 

are very important to our Agriculture Community.  

Not many would think of a journalism major as being 

related to Agriculture, however it plays a huge part in 

the daily lives of those who are an active role at produc-

ing the food that we eat.  

       8 

These are the people who we rely on to report the truth 

of the Agriculture world.  Promote it in a way that 

brings interest from those who are so far removed from 

farms and ranches. They bring us news from the Capital, 

other States, and Organizations to keep us informed of 

new Laws, Regulations, others who are feet on the 

grounds people.  

Those like the Peterson Farm Brothers are known as 

Agvocates- those who advocate for Agriculture.  They 

put a positive spin on Modern Day Agriculture in such a 

way that it attracts those who barely ever think of Agri-

culture or think of it in a negative light.  

So, we send a huge Shout Out to those reporting from 

the “Fields” to help keep us Farmers and Ranchers in-

formed.  

Here are the answers to the historical household items game that we published last 

month.   How did you do???? 
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Illinois State Grange Youth 

Karie Blasingame 

Illinois State Grange Vice-president and Youth Director 

 

 I am still looking for Grangers to share of  them-

selves with our Grange Youth at Spring Fling. I am look-

ing for at least 3 volunteers to give interactive workshops 

that will grow our knowledge of other things. I'm looking 

at March 5th at Hopewell Grange Hall in Washington, IL. 

Send me your thoughts, each person sharing can get be-

tween 30 minutes to an hour unless you can explain why 

it might take more time. I would like to have a schedule 

finalized and online by Valentine’s Day. Everyone can 

bring a snack to share and $5 for lunch. Water and Drinks 

will be provided. No soda if you would like that, you will 

need to bring your own.  

 Right now I have us beginning at 10 am and done 

around 3 pm. Remember Spring Fling is open to all 

Grange members but is geared for older juniors and 

Youth. Older members please encourage or bring your 

daughters, nephews, grandsons or the girl who sits next to 

you at Grange to Spring Fling and participate with them.  

Tentative Spring Fling Schedule 

9 am Check-in 

9:30 am Snack Table set up 

10 am Workshop One 

10:30 am Workshop Two 

11 am Workshop Three 

12 pm Lunch and Snacks 

12:45 pm Clean-up  

1 pm Art Activity 

2:30 pm Public Speaking/Sign-a-Song Competition 

3 pm Clean-up and Thanks 

We might be able to ZOOM our workshops if 

there is no way for you to make it to Hopewell Grange 

Hall, but I hope that is not the case. If ZOOM is possible 

I will post in the Illinois State Grange Youth group on 

Facebook.  

 Let me know if you are going to be able to attend. 

We will be in the basement of Hopewell Grange Hall 

which is accessible with a chair lift. We do not have a 

way to get a wheelchair into the basement at this time.  

National Grange 2024 is in the Quad Cities, our 

hotel might be in Iowa, but sounds like Illinois to me! 

Share with me fun places around the Quad Cities that we 

might want to share with Grangers from around the coun-

try. Your idea might become one of the stops on the 

Youth, General or Junior tour. Better yet start planning 

on trying to volunteer to help out at the event and every-

one what Illinois Grangers are made of. If you are really 

ambitious we are always looking for volunteers on the 

planning committee. Contact Karie or Lynette if you 

would like to be part of planning our part of the event.  

Hope to see you at Spring Fling, March 5 at Hopewell 

Grange Hall in Washington, IL.  

Calendar of Grange Events 

3/26  County Line/Leroy Spaghetti  Supper 

 Zion Lutheran Church  

4/3 Turkey Hill Chicken Dinner 10 :30-3 

4/9 Prairie Grange Consignment Auction 

 Boone County Fairgrounds 

8/9-14 Boone County Fair 

8/26-28 State Session-Boone County Fair grounds 

11/15-23 National Grange Session Sparks NV 

 Nugget Casino Resort 

2023 

7/18-23 Grange Revival Curtis MI (UP) 

 2024 National Session Quad Cities 

Donations: 

Illinois Granger 

$25 Nicole Hohrein Emerald Mound Grange 

$25 Charles/Sophie Treser Turkey Hill Grange 

12 Stamped Self Addressed Envelopes – Charlotte/Don 

Mehrtens  Bluff Grange  

Memorial Scholarship 

$25 Prairie Grange in memory of Nancy Linder 

NOTE: 

Please send  me any important dates, members in 

nursing homes, rehabs, or senior living, obituaries, 

donations, births, weddings, good news from your 

Grange so I can add them to the newsletter. 

Ruth Blasingame 

illinoisgranger2017@gmail.com 

815-299-7884 

8711 Deer Run Drive    Belvidere, IL 61008 
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Chaplain’s Corner          

Charlotte Mehrtens 

Greetings to each of you.  By now hopeful-

ly our bodies have adjusted to the cold 

weather, snow, ice, and whatever the winter 

can bring us. With the cold and wintery 

weather this is the time of the year that families should 

be able to be together and share time visiting, having 

game nights, social times with neighbors and friends. 

I was reading an article the other day and have never 

heard of this but it is true when we look at it and stop and 

think. The time between Advent and Lent is known on 

many church calendars as the Ordinary Time. No plan-

ning to celebrate the birth nor planning to celebrate the 

greatest gift of all, God’s only son for our redemption 

(John 3: 16-17. Now that all is still, we have the perfect 

time to pause and reflect to learn more about our Savior, 

Jesus. What he said and did while he was a human form 

living on earth he created. John 1: 1-14. 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful 

face. And the things on earth will grow strangely dim, in 

the light of his glory and grace”.  By (Helen H. Lammel; 

1922) 

“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 

Many carry sorrow with the loss of family and loved 

ones, it always seems harder to accept in the wintertime.  

I sometimes think that is true because of the long dark 

evening and winter weather, we are home more and don’t 

get out to be with family and friends, but please know 

that God is with you always. 

 This month of February is known as the month for 

Sweet hearts and love, but to me every month and day is 

the time for sweet hearts and to love our brothers and sis-

ters as God would have us do.  

Praise and thank the Lord for He is Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done good and faithful servants 

Joyce Ann Dintelmann 

1936-2022 

Turkey Hill Grange 

Joyce passed away Janu-

ary 9, 2022 at home with 

family by her side.  She 

graduated from SIUC and 

married Robert Dintel-

mann in 1957.  She was a 

member of Union United 

Methodist Church in 

Belleville where she was 

active in choir, quilting 

circle and United  Methodist Women.  She was past-

president of Turkey Hill Grange where she was a mem-

ber for 61 years, She was very active with the annual din-

ners, kitchen events,quilting group and jam & jelly mak-

ing group.  Joyce was the Belleville Citizen of Character 

in 2009.  She was preceded in death by a son and her par-

ents. Surviving are her loving husband of 64 years, 5 

children and their spouses, 16 grandchildren and one 

great-grandson and one sister.  The Grange service was 

conducted at the Church prior to the funeral. 

 

Nancy Louetta Linder 

1944-2022 

Prairie Grange 

 Nancy had only recently joined Prairie Grange.  She be-

came sick shortly thereafter.  She was in the hospital 

when we had our Christmas party.  Nancy was a great 

friend of Al Henninger who brought her to Grange.  She 

was one of his coffee buddies.  She will be missed by her 

friends and family. Prairie Grange is sad that we will not 

have the opportunity to get to really know her.  God 

Speed and Rest in Peace. 
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