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In essentials...Unity
In non-essentials...Liberty

In all things...Charity

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 18-20 – Grange Camping Adventure

May 19 – 3rd Annual Statewide Grange Picnic

May 21 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ

Jun 8 – Food Cart Frenzy – PG Countryside Market – theme Grange Heros -  8am 

Jun 12-15 – Flora Grange Safety Town Camp

Jun 18 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ

Jun 23 – Flora Grange Flapjack Fundraiser at Belvidere Applebee’s

Jul 16 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ

July 23-28 – Grange Revival

Aug 6-11 – Boone County Fair

Sept 13-15 – Illinois State Grange Session – Belvidere

Oct 15-18 – Broad Hollow Branson trip

Nov 4-9 -National Grange Session – Midwest host, Volunteers needed

Nov 17 – Flora Grange Roast Beef Dinner

Nov 19-21 – Broad Hollow Grange Christmas Branson trip

Recurring events:
Belleville Old Town Market every 1st Saturday beginning in May (THG)
THG BBQ every Thursday afternoon beginning in May

Please send me any important dates for your Grange.

Lynette’s Visions and 
Wisdoms   April 2019

The weather in southern IL is once again 
WET, well maybe it is the whole state that is 
wet.   I was in Champaign for a work meeting 
and it was wet there too, and it rained all the 
way home from the meeting.   I believe that 
much of the planting will be delayed because 
of the soggy ground.  I was glad that Easter was 
a great day. It was good spending the weekend 
with family.  We will be spending time this next 
weekend with family to celebrate our Grand-
daughter, Bailey’s 16th birthday!! Where has 
the time gone.  

Since I last wrote an article we have lost a 
Great Grange Hero.  Sister Arline Magee passed 
to the Great Grange above.  She served as Illinois 
Granger Editor, IL State Grange Lecturer, 
ISG Community Service Director, ISG FAC 
Director, National Grange Community Service 
Committee, chief cook at many Spring Fling/
Camp ISG Youth events, many Subordinate 
and Pomona offices, my proof reader and 
good friend.  Many Grangers from the whole 
state participated in the Grange Service and 
I thank you all for that dedication to Arline.   
Condolences to Cara Magee Johnston, Norman 
and Henrietta Keller.    

Grange Month! I hope your Granges all 
celebrated and shared your Grange Heroes 
with the Community and Pomona Granges. We 
really need to share our great organization with 
our communities.  I also hope that articles have 
been written by many of the Granges and appear 
in this publication or local publications.  

Thanks to Justin Schaeffer for 
volunteering to be the Agriculture 
Committee member to be chair in 
2021.  

I hope that many of you are 
collecting G bills for the National 
Grange expenses from IL, we will 
be collecting them at State Session.  
Please bring them to State Session.  

May 18 will be the Grange Picnic 
during the Campout at the KOA in 
Springfield.  Potluck will begin at 
1:00 pm.  The Camping will be May 
17 -19 at the KOA.  The Junior and 
Youth auction will be held then, not 
at state session.   Talk with Mindy 
and Karie if you would like to donate 
to the auctions.   Talk with Karie for 
Camping information. 

June 28 – 30, 2019 will be the 
Midwest Regional Leaders and Youth 
Conference, at Camp Alexander 
Mack, Milford, IN.  I hope many IL 
Grangers will be able to attend.  There 
will be countless bits of information 
shared and fun time.  Paula Lohrman, 
Indiana Lecturer and the Indiana 
State Grange are hosting the event.  I 
believe that Ethan Edwards, IL State 
Grange Lecturer will be providing a 

workshop. 
Boone County and Winnebago County Pomona Granges 

are making plans for September 13 - 15, 2019 at Boone 
County Fairgrounds, Belvidere, IL, 148th State Session.  
They planning a tour of the Grange owned fairgrounds on 
Friday morning.   I believe that the letters have been sent 
to all Granges with the details.  Please send resolutions and 
reservations at the appropriate time.  Also make reservations 
at the hotel or for camping.   

Plans are being made for the 2019 National Grange 
Session in Bloomington, MN November 5-9.   Some of 
the jobs will be starting earlier.  There are many ‘jobs’ 
that you all can volunteer to assist.  Sign-up sheets will be 
available at State Session.   Remember that if you volunteer 
for 4 hours you get reimbursement of hotel room expenses.   
Registration is now being taken online at the National 
Grange website. 
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Bluff Grange
Charlotte Mehrtens

We have met regularly during the winter 
weather permitting. We have purchased new 
tables and some new chairs for our basement.  As 
money allows we will replace some more tables 
and chairs in the future.  Building rental helps 
maintain our building, so improvements can be 
made. As the weather warms we have outside 
work to be done on our hall.

In the month of May we will again be putting 
American flags on veterans grave sites on the 
cemeteries around Millstadt.  As there are no 
records of veterans graves we have been walking 
in the cemeteries to record those and make 
permanent record of them.  It’s a lot of ground to 
cover five cemeteries in our area. This is part of 
our Community Project we are working on. 

Our fencing team has been busy traveling 
to tournaments bringing home many first and 
second places in their fields.  We are very proud 
of them and wish them the very best in the future.

County Line Grange
Our regular meeting was April 10. Hosts 

were Anna and JoEllen. The hot ham & cheese 
sandwiches, chips, and desserts were delicious. 
Thanks ladies. Thank you Ruth for decorating 
with Easter decorations.

State Grange Deputy Jean Thornberry, 
husband Marion and grandson visited our 
Grange. It was very nice having them visit.

   Reports were given. Discussions were 
held on the 4-H Spaghetti Dinner, setting a date 
for our road clean-up, and upcoming events.  
JoEllen went over plans for the State Grange 
Convention. Everything seems to be going 
well with that. We got our new Grange capes 
that we had ordered. Those are really nice. Our 
Scholarship winners have been selected.  Names 
will be announced later.

We are having our County Line Grange Day 
May 4 at the Railroad Museum in Union Il. That 
should be fun. 

Hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful 
Spring days when we get them.

April 2019 Flora 
Grange news
By Lindakay Ebel

Thirty-nine senior and seven junior members 
attended the April 9th, 2019 Flora Grange 
meeting opened by Master Albert Q. Ebel III in 
full form. Chaplain Donna West offered prayer 
and program chair Joan Fidder led us in an 
opening song, ‘April Showers’.

Laurel and Jack Ratcliffe assisted by Mike 
Ratcliffe presented a program to those attending 
on the history of Flora Grange. Flora Grange 
was established in 1873, but disbanded in 1889, 
due to non-payment of dues. However, during 
this first effort, they did build a Grange hall in 
1874, most likely one of the first Grange halls in 
Illinois, and it had two stories, with a horse stable 
on the first floor.

A second attempt to organize a Grange took 
place in 1893, disbanding in 1906. Another 
Grange hall was built, only to have a fire in 1978, 
several days before Flora Grange was to serve 
their fall dinner, however Beaver Valley Grange 
let them use their Grange to serve the dinner. 

For several months Flora Grangers met in 
homes, then they once again built their third 
Grange hall (the present one today) and was 
dedicated in the spring of 1980. We are proud 
of Flora Grange which has a chair lift, air 
conditioning and a separate room for our junior 
Grangers to meet.

   In March 2001, Flora Grange celebrated 
100 years, families in action, and held a square 
dance and 7 couples from the area were a part of 
the Grange for many years and all were there to 
attend the celebration. Tonight, we are celebrating 
109 years of Flora Grange, and Laurel stated they 
wanted to share these pictures and information 
for recent and new Grangers to learn the history.

   Meeting:
  Roll call of officers, approval of minutes 

and membership application of Kathy Spears, 
recruited by Lindakay and Albert Ebel were 
approved. Jack Ratcliffe gave the obligation for 
Kathy and she became a 4th degree member of 

Guilford Hope Grange
Guilford Hope Grange met late in March at 

the home of Bob and Nathalie Lyford of Poplar 
Grove for a delicious meatloaf-and-potluck 
lunch. During our meeting we discussed plans 
for the Garage Sale at Wayne and Nancy Lyford’s 
home on Lyford Road, Rockford, Friday and 
Saturday May 3-4. All proceeds of the fundraiser 
are donated to Midway Village Museum. Last 
year more than $700 was raised. At the next 
Grange meeting, Tuesday, April 30, members will 
help price articles for sale and bring additional 
contributions.

Members also voted to name a Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year, Teacher of 
the Year and non-Grange Community Service 
Volunteer of the Year. More may be named at the 

our Grange charter known as Flora Community 
Grange.

Reports were given by committee chairman 
of each group: Quilting: Emalee Colver reported 
the Quilting group will be meeting at the hall on 
April 13 & 14, all are invited; Family Activities, 
Debra Silvers, reported she handed out 19 
requirement sheets for State Session categories 
at the last meeting, many were interested.

Agriculture, Roger Miller reported farmers 
are getting their equipment ready, no one in the 
field yet, hoping for a good spring. Building 
and Grounds, Jack Ratcliffe stated he did some 
burning on the bank by the hall and hauled some 
brush away. Chaplain Donna West stated she has 
not heard of anyone ill, also had a care package 
for Nancy Lyford on the death of her father.

Fair Board, Jack reported the poles have 
been installed at the fairgrounds at the horse 
arena. There has been some talk about a junior 
fair board, will be discussed at the next fair 
board meeting. Roger Miller stated they will be 
releasing the storage of boats and trailers after the 
Prairie Grange auction. Emalee Colver stated the 
Farmland Protection will be having a meeting on 
Thursday evening; had their annual meeting last 
month and the speaker was the states attorney.

Deb Silvers stated Safety Town will be held 
June 11-14. She has some programs set up, 
Emalee Colver reported she has the crafts ready, 
anyone that wants to help with them, come to the 
May Flora Grange meeting at 6:00 PM and she 
will show you them ahead of time. 

Lindakay Ebel, Membership Chairman 
welcomed Kathy tonight and stated Kathy was 
one of the people they met at BOCO in February. 
Lindakay stated April is Grange month, everyone 
needs to promote membership. Deaf Activities, 
Jack Ratcliffe, had no report.

Community Service, Laurel Ratcliffe thanked 
all for helping at the roast beef dinner on April 
7th.  Stated we served some 200 dinner with 
carry-outs and Flora Grange members. Thanks to 
all who came on Saturday and made salads and 
to those who baked bakery for the juniors bake 
sale. She also reported the health inspector came 
during the dinner, at the busiest time, however, 
Roger Miller took the lady around, and she left 
with a smile on her face.

Lindakay Ebel gave the financial report and 
gave the report on the roast beef dinner.

Granger and Non-Granger of the year was 
tabled to the May meeting.

Junior leader, Sharon Fidder reported the 
Junior had a great time painting on canvas this 
evening, next meeting they will paint silhouettes. 
They also made Easter cards for Keenager Center.

61 ‘G’ bills were collected this evening from 
Grange members. Birthdays were Tim Calabrese 
on the 19th and Amber Fidder on the 30th.

Colors were retired and Chaplain Donna West 
gave a closing prayer and Master Ebel closed the 
meeting in full form.

Next Flora Grange meeting will be Tuesday, 
May 14th, 2019, 7 pm with serving committee of 
Robert Scherer, Myrna Hodgson, Jim and Barb 
Trevathan.

LeRoy Grange Meeting
Welcome guests - Jean and Marion Thornberry, 

State Grange representatives.  
Tami Mulholland-Temple reported on the 

success of the spaghetti dinner in March, the 
proceeds went to the 4-H program.

Sue Zelasko shared many ideas for fundraising 

next meeting. Winners will be kept secret until 
awardees are informed and invited to a meeting. 
We tentatively set the presentations for July.

Recent donations have been made and 
acknowledged by Salvation Army, Rockford 
Rescue Mission, Carpenter’s Place, Rock House 
Kids, Shriner’s Hospital and more. 

In February, the meeting was held at Grange 
Master Wayne and Nancy Lyford’s home behind 
the new Mercyhealth hospital. Fortunately, road 
improvements have finally been completed! 

We were informed the father in the family we 
chose to sponsor for Christmas died in January. 
Our Grange was grateful to know that our 
donation was of some

small help to the family and greatly appreciated.
A thank you was read from ‘Friends of the 

Children’ organizers John and Linda Underwood; 
the monetary donation will be used for their 
medical mission

trip to Haiti.
December was our Christmas luncheon 

gathering; no meeting held. Gifts were 
exchanged. Scholarships were awarded to Ian 
Wheeler and Caroline Wheeler; thank-yous were 
read in February. 

Our January meeting was canceled due to 
weather.
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Lecturer’s Column, 
November 2018

The Lecturer’s Department maintains a rich tradition of encouraging 
excellence in expressions of cultural, educational, and creative pursuits in our 
Granges and members. In that tradition these are the categories for competition 
and display for the 2019 Illinois State Session and National Contests. My 
hope is to have the widest possible participation. In 2018, entrants ranged in 
age from 7 to 95. But we had many categories with only one or two entries. 
Let’s try to get at least one entry from each Subordinate Grange.

National Contests
Exact details will be available after the National Session for these 

categories. We can assume they will be similar, but I will publish updated 
details after the first of the year.

National Photography Contest:
Two categories: Junior (age 5-14) and Adult (age 14 and up) Age is 

determined  by age on January 1, 2019.
Photos must be 8”x10” or 8”x12”
One entry per person, but not limited by State of representation
Quilted Items Contest
Unfinished Quilt Block – Pattern to be determined
Finished Fabric Quilted Items
Illinois State Grange Lecturer’s Contests
One entry per member may be submitted in each class. Must be made this 

Grange year.
Eligibility – All Subordinate and Junior Grange members. Junior entries 

may also include grandchildren of Subordinate members. 
Backing is required for all photos and artwork. This is so the entry will not 

be damaged by fingerprints, handling, pushpins, or any metal clip that will 
display the entry. NO FRAMES. 

Categories- There will be one category for Subordinate Grange members 
and 3 age groups for Juniors: 5-7 yr old, 8-10 yr old and 11-14 yr old. Age 
determined by age as of January 1, 2019.

The Illinois State Lecturer reserves the right to choose to not display any 
entry deemed inappropriate within Grange values. Themes including nudity, 
obscenity, or violence.

Photography
The photography contest seeks to recognize excellence in photographic 

images.
Color and black and white photography will be judged in the same category.
Only prints are accepted for judging. No slides. Prints may be made by a 

commercial process but must have been taken by the entrant personally within 
this Grange year. No altering with use of photo editing software is allowed. 

Photo size can range between 5”x7” and 8”x12”. Prints must be mounted 
on a rigid backing, not to exceed ¾” beyond the edge of the photograph. 
Exception: If the photo is intended to be sent to National Grange Photo contest, 
it should be mounted and matted according to those guidelines. Frames are 
not allowed.

No professional photographers (an individual who’s primary living is from 
photography) may enter.

Specific categories will be given after final rules of National Contest are 
announced.

Creative Writing
May be handwritten, typed, or printed from a computer. Handwriting must 

be legible and neat using black or blue ink pen. Typed or printed should be 
double-spaced, size 12 font or larger.

Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation, not copied from another 
source. 

Length not to exceed 300 words.
Creative writing prose topic:
This year the topics are opposites for adults and for juniors.
Adults: “What if I could be a child again?”
Juniors: “What I will do when I am an adult.

Capture your memories and your dreams in words.
Creative writing poetry topic:
“Change”
Poetry can be written in free verse or in traditional forms.  We’re looking 

for poems that move us, that might make us laugh or cry, or teach us something 
new. Poems should note exceed one page in length.

Creative writing winning entries may be read at the Talent Show at the 
Illinois State Session.

Media Arts & Crafts
We seek to recognize all types of visual arts.
Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation.
No frames or glass. Fragile items are displayed at the entrant’s risk.
Painting/Drawing/Pastels
Any subject or theme. All media (oils, watercolors, pencil, etc.) will be 

judged in one category. Works should not exceed 30”x30”.
Dimensional Media
Any subject or theme. Sculpture, pottery, weaving, textiles, paper-making, 

wood carving, etc are appropriate for this category and will be judged together. 
Works should not exceed 18”x18”x18”.

Personal Collection
Assemble and display 12 related items. Make sure each item’s relation 

to the collection is apparent. Provide a 50 word overview of the collection 
theme. All items should be anchored securely to a sturdy base or backing. The 
collection may be anything of intellectual or cultural interest. stamps, rocks, 
stickers, trading cards, dried flowers, etc. Judging will be based on interest 
and creativity of the collection theme.

Handcrafted Holiday Tree Ornaments
Use your skill to make three ornaments suitable for decorating a tree. 

Ornaments can celebrate Christmas or any other seasonal holiday of your 
choice. The ornaments should not be identical, but should be related by theme, 
methods, or materials. Materials and methods can be anything you choose. 
Ornaments will be judged on craftsmanship, creativity, and appearance.

Recycling Focus Project: Recycling Poster
Create an eye-catching, informative, and persuasive poster encouraging 

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. The poster should be appropriate for display at 
a public space, such as Grange Hall, Library, Church, or School, etc. Poster 
should be no smaller than 11”x17” and not exceed 24”x36”

JUNIORS ONLY: Web-based Project
This contest seeks to recognize creativity on the Internet. This can be a 

website, game, information project, podcast, video, blog entry, or other web 
entity. Items will be judged based on overall quality, creative input, educational 
merit, and technical proficiency. Items should be submitted with the complete 
URL address. Projects will be visible for judging and inspection by public on 
a large screen monitor in the Lecturer’s contest area.

Illinois Banner Design: Group Grange Competition
This competition has two purposes:
1. Provide an opportunity for collaboration and group effort in creating 

an entry.
2. Celebrate our individual Granges in a fun way to share our heritage 

at State Session.
One entry is allowed from each Subordinate Grange. Create a banner 

that commemorates your individual Grange identity and influence in the 
community and state. The banner should be no larger than 24” wide x36” tall 
and hang from a dowel rod. It should be primarily constructed of fabric or 
soft textiles. Additional materials may be used but overall weight should not 
exceed 3 pounds.

I’m giving this contest another shot. We had no entries in 2018, but I realized 
in thinking about this for my own Grange, the burden of celebrating Illinois 
Bicentennial AND our individual Granges made it unreasonably difficult. I 
think it would be a great way to celebrate our diversity by displaying these at 
State Session. Hopefully we can get a few this year which will in turn inspire 
efforts by other granges in subsequent years.

This will be conducted as a judged and as a “People’s Choice” competition.  
Two winners will be selected, one based on judges’ assessment and one based 
on voting by attendees at the State Sessions.

Talent Contest
The talent contest is held each year on Saturday night at the State Session. 

This is a great opportunity to entertain each other and share our talents. We 
apply a wide definition of talents and seek to present an array of great charm 
and diversity. Performers are welcome at the Talent Show even if you have 
no interest in being judge. Our hope is to have an entertaining and quality 
program at the Saturday banquet. Possibilities for entries include but are not 
limited to:

Music performance
Spoken word and storytelling
Dance and movement
Physical skills (juggling, baton twirling, etc.)
Practical arts (cooking demonstration, flower arranging, coaching)
Entries should be limited to 5 minutes or less. Entries can be solo or group.
Illinois will select one Best of Show talent representative to perform in the 

Evening of Excellence event at the National Session in Minneapolis, MN in 
November 2019.

Remember that all acts are representing their home Grange and presentation 
is a major component of any performance, so contestants are encourage to 
dress and act appropriately. 

and community service projects.  The shoe drive fundraiser was discussed by 
Denise Temple with plans to start sometime in May.

We have committed to providing breakfast at the BBQ Cookoff the 
weekend

of June 22 -23, and Jeff Vance and Joe Muzzillo have agreed to co-chair 
the event.

Jen Wilkinson and Denise Temple talked about the Strawberry Shortcake 
booth at the fair and decided to add fresh fruit to the menu.  

State Session will be at the Boone County Fairgrounds, Sept. 13- 15th, and 
our Grange will be providing breakfast on Saturday, the 14th. 

Sandi Kennedy  reminded everyone to fill out community service hours.  
She also discussed the Distinguished Grange application requirements and 
is looking for nominations for the following:  Community Service person of 
the year, non Grange member of the year, Police officer,

Firefighter and Teacher.  Carol Mulholland will get plaques made for these 
individuals.  Sandi also needs the names of the scholarship winners.

Paul and Tami Temple will work on a resolution to be submitted by our 
Grange.

Next meeting will be on Sunday, May 19th at 1:00 p.m. at the LeRoy 
Grange building for road clean up/ potluck and draping for James Mulholland.

Meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Denise Temple
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Schedule of Events of the 
148th Annual Session 
of the Illinois State Grange
Boone County Fiargrounds, Belvidere, IL September 13-15, 2019

5:PM  - All Grange Pot Luck Picnic - Grange Food Pavilion
6:00PM Executive Committee Meeting - Administration Building
8:30 AM – Noon Registration & Contest entries in place in display room
9:00 AM – Noon Tour of Grange Museum, Reed Schoolhouse, 

Administration Bldg.  Up and Down, Grange Hall Up
10:00       State Officers Practice  Sixth Degree Practice 
11:30       BBQ Hot Dog lunch – $1 Tip Jar, Hospitality Area
1:00 PM    Open in the Sixth Degree – Lynette Schaeffer, Master Open 

to all Delegates and Grangers attending  Roll Call of Officers   Close in 
the Sixth Degree    Open in the Fourth Degree  Presentation of TBA (Nat’l 
Rep,   Honored Guest) Presentation of local official – Belvidere Mayor 
Mike Chamberlain Response –Karie Blasingame, Overseer  Roll Call 
of Delegates   Adoption of Order of Business – Frank D. Wurth, Chair 
Exec Comm  Meeting place for 2020 – Springfield IL   Northfield Inn  
Invitation of Meeting Place 2021   Reports –Treasurer (Budget), 
Secretary (By the Numbers), Exec Committee 

2:15PM Recess  
2:30PM     Election of Officers Appointment of Session Committees 

Assignment of Resolutions Committee Instruction by Master and Overseer 
Resolutions to the committees     

4:00PM     Grange Closed in the Fourth Degree (Take possessions with 
you) Committee Meetings

6:00PM Main Banquet
7:00PM Evening Program – theme Grange Heroes
Introduction of Special Invited Guests 
Address of State Master – Lynette Schaeffer
Community Service Awards – Tracey Jones, Director
Membership Awards – LindaKay Ebel, Director
8:30 PM DJ in Building 3, Stephanie Dinges – DJ, Dancing, Karaoke
8:30PM Committee Meetings
7:30AM      Ag Breakfast -Al Ebel III - Director
8:15AM     Opening in Fourth Degree              
         Roll Call of State Officers 
         Roll Call of Delegates 
         Reading and Adopting of Minutes 
8:30 PM Firepits, smores, fellowship

Saturday, September 14, 2019
7:00AM   Ag Chairman Al Ebel III Speaker:??        
8:45AM Junior Grange Drill, Report and Awards, Mindy Schiefer, Director
9:15AM     Report – Committee on Finance & Accounts  
9:30AM     Committee Reports 
10:00AM Recess
10:15AM Committee Reports 
11:30AM Family Homemaking Projects Luncheon –Jennifer Tobin-

Tinch Director 
1:15 PM Fifth Degree Obligation – Karie Blasingame
        Conferring of Sixth Degree – IL State Grange Officers
3:00PM Recess 
3:15pm Grange Historian – Beverly Smith; Legislative – David 

Donley Communications Director– Ruth Blasingame; 
4:00PM     National Grange Representative Report/Workshop 

Committee Reports
5:00PM Grange Closed in Fourth Degree (Take possessions with 

you)
6:30PM Youth/Young Adults Banquet – theme “Hoedown” – Karie 

Blasingame, Director
7:30PM    Evening Program 
       Talent Show – Ethan Edwards, Lecturer           
                Youth Reception - 
                Auction
8:30 PM   Dale Rhode and Crossroads – Entertainment Pavilion

Sunday, Septe,ber 15, 2019
7:00AM Grab and Go Breakfast, donation – 

hospitality area
8:00AM   Celebration of Life – Charlotte Mehrtens 
8:45AM    Opening in the Fourth Degree – Youth/Young Adults Officers
       Roll Call of Youth Officers 
                Roll Call of State Officers
       Roll Call of Delegates  
       Reading of State Minutes
9:00AM   FAC/AG – Final Reports and Sash Transfers
        Community Service Booklets, – Tracey Jones, Director
      Lecturer Report – Ethan Edwards
      Committee Reports                                                                                                       
              Completion of Remaining Business/Installation of Officers
               Closing of the 147th Annual Session

Family Activities Committee 
(FAC)
2019 State Session Contest Categories
IL State Grange Session to be held at
Boone County Fairgrounds
Belvidere, IL September 13-15, 2019

FAC Contest Rules: 
Only one entry per Grange member may be submitted in each class.

1. Entry must have been made/finished between Sept. 2018-Sept. 
2019

2. Awards will be given in each class. One BEST OF SHOW will 
be chosen from all the FAC project entries to be sent to National Grange 
Session for display.

3. Group # and Class letter, member and Grange name must be 
included with each entry. Please indicate if you want your item returned 
or donated to the FAC Raffle. Also, please include at time of check in the 
name of the responsible party for the entry at State Session.

4. All entries must have an open back for judging. Finished quilt and 
sewing items are excluded.

5. All items must be entered no later than 12pm Noon on Friday, 
Sept. 13, 2019. No elimination.

2019 FAC Contest 
GROUP 1-NIFTY NEEDLES:  GROUP 2-NIFTY NEEDLES:CROCHET  KNIT   

Class A - Afghan Baby Class   A - Afghan Baby
Class B - 2 piece or more Baby Ensemble Class B - 2 piece or more Baby 

Ensemble
Class C - Hat, Scarf, & Mitten/Glove Set  Class C - Hat, Scarf, & Mitten/Glove Set
Class D - Afghan     Class D - Afghan
Class E - Table Runner or Doily   Class E - Table Runner or 

Doily
Class F - Other (dish clothes, pot holders) Class F -Other(dish clothes, 

pot holders) 
GROUP 3  - EMBROIDERY

Class A - Pillowcases (Pair)
Class B - Handkerchief or napkins
Class C - Other embroidery project (not plastic canvas)
GROUP 4 - COUNTED CROSS STITCH (not in frame and back must 

be open for judging)
Class A - Any item 6x6 or smaller
Class B - Any item 6x6 or larger  

GROUP 5 - QUILTING
Class A - 12x12 Pieced Square (unfinished)
Class B - Hand Quilted Quilt (finished)
Class C - Machine Quilted Quilt (finished)
Class D - Rag Quilt
Class E - Quilted Handbag or Tote 

GROUP 6 - JEWELRY
Class A - Homemade Gift Set-Necklace, bracelet, & earrings
Class B - Miscellaneous Homemade Jewelry 

GROUP 7 - DECORATIVE WREATH
Class A - Floral
Class B - Non-floral 

GROUP 8 - FOODS Please enclose items in a ziplock bag so the bakery 
item is completely covered. Attach entry form to the small serving used 
for judging. Attach the recipe to the larger item. The larger item will be 
included in FAC Raffle. 

Class A - Cookies any flavor  3 on a small plate and 12 on a large plate.
Class B - Keto Cookies any flavor 3 on a small plate and 12 on a large 

plate.
Class C - Bread: White, Wheat, or Rye ½ loaf on a small plate and large 

loaf.
Class D - Quick Bread: Banana, Pumpkin, Zucchini ½ loaf on a small 

plate and large loaf.  
GROUP 9 - CARDS   Note- 4 different cards for each class. Please 
enclose cards in a ziplock bag with entry form taped to the outside.

Class A - Birthday
Class B - Christmas
Class C - Any other occasion/holidays
GROUP 10 -RECYCLE/REPURPOSE
Class A - Recycle/repurpose a pair of jeans into a purse or tote bag
Class B - Recycle/repurpose a shirt or dress into an apron or a pillow
FOR JUNIORS ONLY 

Eligibility: Must be a Junior Grange member or a grandchild/child of a 
Subordinate member when that Grange does not have an active Junior 
Grange. Age must be included on entry form. 
GROUP 10 - Decorated T-Shirt - Design/make a Junior themed shirt, using 
a red t-shirt. Cannot have any professional printing on it.

Class A - 5-7 years
Class B - 8-10 years
Class C - 11-14 years
GROUP 11 - FOODS Please enclose items in a ziplock bag so the 

bakery item is completely covered. Attach recipe securely onto small 
serving that is used for judging. The larger item will be included in FAC 
Raffle. 

Class A - Bar Cookies (not Rice Krispie Treats) 3 on a small plate and 
12 on a large plate.   Ages 5-7 years, 8-10, 11-14

Class B - Trail Mix using dried fruits, nuts, cereal, crackers, etc for a 
unique mixture

1 snack size bag and 1 quart size bag.  Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14 
GROUP 12 CARDS  Note- 4 different cards for each class. Please enclose 
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Prairie Grange
Prairie Grange held their Annual Consignment Auction to celebrate Grange 

Month.  We had over 800 Buyer numbers out and 111 consigners were served.  Our 
kitchen sold a lot of food.  We had great help, great fun, and got the work done.  We 
were all Grange Heros that Day!
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cards in a ziplock bag with entry form taped to the outside.

Class A - Birthday Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14
Class B - Christmas  Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14
Class C - Any other occasion/holidays  Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14

Jennifer Tobin-Tinch   Sharon Fidder    Lori Henrichs
727 E. 2nd St.    723 E. 4th St.    10901 Sylvan 
Vista Dr.
Belvidere, IL 61008   Belvidere, IL 61008   Lebanon, IL 
62254
Ph# 815-978-1053   Ph# 815-323-8976   Ph# 618-537-
4917
sportzfan215@yahoo.com       shnfidder@hotmail.com   
lorihenrichs@msn.com

Lecturer’s Column, May 2019
More news this month from National Lecturer Chris Hamp that may be 

interest. Rather than paraphrase, I’ll just copy part of her communication. 
She has gotten a good response but is still seeking $600 in sponsorships.

Dear Grangers:
I am working hard to increase participation in the contests that I oversee 

as Lecturer of the National Grange. In addition to working hard to improve 
communications with the State Lecturers and State Masters, and in ensuring 
I create and disseminate clear, concise and professional looking documents, 
I have increased the prize money to make participation a little more 
appealing.

With that said, I am looking for sponsors from the Midwest Region 
(can be individuals, couples, families or Granges) for the different contests 
and classes in 2019. All sponsors will be recognized at the 153rd National 
Convention in Minneapolis.

$500       National Grange Evening of Excellence Program Sponsor 
(allows for a professional, full-color program – have your logo on the back 
cover)

$500       Ribbons (allows for all contest participants in all departments to 
receive a ribbon with the specific place and year versus generic)

$100       National Grange Evening of Excellence – Vocal Division Winner 
(as determined by audience on-line voting)

$100       National Grange Evening of Excellence – Instrumental Division 
Winner (as determined by audience on-line voting)

$100       National Grange Evening of Excellence – Variety Division 
Winner (as determined by audience on-line voting)

$100       National Grange Evening of Excellence – Public Speaking 
Winner (as determined by audience on-line voting)

$100       National Grange Evening of Excellence – Sign-a-Song Winner 
(as determined by audience on-line voting)

$100       National Grange Photography Showcase – Adult Division (1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes as determined by judge)

$100       National Grange Quilt Block Contest – Adult Division (1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes as determined by judge)

$100       National Grange Quilt Block Contest – Junior Division (1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes as determined by judge)

Please let me know if you or your Grange are interested in being a sponsor. 
Any amount is greatly appreciated. If yes, please write your sponsorship 
check to Grange Foundation – Lecturer Fund. The Foundation will send you 
a donation receipt for tax deduction purposes.

Please mail your check to:
National Grange
1616 H Street NW, 11th Floor
Washington DC 20006
Thank you so much for your support! 
Chris
As we move from Spring into Summer, I know all our lives get hectic 

with farmwork and vacations. But as we engage in all those activities, keep 
in mind the Lecturer contests and think about how you might contribute. 
I would love to have photography and art entries from every subordinate 
Grange.

Also, the Midwest Leadership Conference has been mentioned in previous 
issues. If you are like me, you very well might think that it only applies to 
someone else-that my role  in my local Grange is not really leadership. 
Well, I want to tell you we are all leaders. I attended this conference for 
the first time in 2018 when it was held in Michigan. Please know that it is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn, share in fellowship, and just have a lovely 
productive time. So I encourage each of you to consider attending. It is 
nearby in Indiana, and next year Illinois will be hosting it.

Ethan

Dear Worthy 
Secretary and Patrons;

The 148th Annual Session of the Illinois State Grange will be held at the 
Boone County Fairgrounds in Belvidere, IL. The meeting will start 1:00 PM 
on Friday September 13, 2019, and end on Sunday, September 15, 2019.  
There will be a pot luck picnic at the Grange Food Pavilion at 5:00 PM on 
Thursday Sept. 12 to kick things off.

Start making plans to attend. Let every Grange strive to send two 
delegates and make it a successful session. Listed below are several things 
we are asking you to do.

Send resolutions to me by July 19th. I will compile all the resolutions and 
send them to your Grange. Review the resolutions at your Grange meeting 
so the delegates will be aware of their members concerns.

Make room reservations by calling Staybridge Suites, 633 N. Bell School 
Rd. Rockford at 615-397-0200 or by August 15, 2017.  The price of the 
hotel is $112.86 per night including tax.  Let them know you are with the 
Illinois State Grange.

Camping Reservations are available at the Fairgrounds for $35 per night. 
There is water and electric hookup, but no dump station.

Send the names of delegates to me by August 15th. This will be a great 
help in setting up committees for the session. There will be a charge of 
$15.00 per delegate. Each delegate must have their own book for session.  
Booklets are available to any Grange member, a cost of $15.00 per booklet 
will apply.

Check the rules in the Illinois Granger or the Illinois State Grange web 
site at www.illinoisgrange.org for the various contests and bring your contest 
entries to the Session prior to the start of the meeting on Friday by Noon.  

We urge delegates to attend the banquets and luncheon as much 
information is given at these functions.

The theme for the Friday night banquet is Grange Heroes and Saturday 
Night is “Hoedown.”

Registration is $5.00 per family. Everyone needs to be registered to 
attend meetings. Please let me know if you will be attending so that badges 
can be made for you. 

Check the meal tickets you will want for your delegates and other 
Grangers from your Grange and send to me. The delegate’s tickets will be 
put into a packet that the delegates will receive when they register at the 
Session.  Other Grangers’ tickets will be available at the registration desk 
or from the State Secretary at the Session. Please send money with request 
if possible. If not, then money will be collected when the tickets are picked 
up. 

All Grangers wanting meal tickets must notify me by August 15th.  Please 
send money with request if possible. If not, then money for the tickets can 
be collected at the session. No reservations for meal tickets will be sold 
after September 5th 

If you have put it in the mail and have not gotten a confirmation from 
me by August 30th, I have not gotten it and you need to call me to confirm 
your meal ticket.

Fraternally,  
  Sheri

The Illinois State Grange               
Secretary      
Sheri Konieczki
2169 Sunset Lane Belvidere, Il.  61008
Ph: 847-912-3521        
Email: sher0816@hotmail.com

Membership
By Illinois State Grange
Membership Chair
Lindakay Ebel
Here we are in the month of January already! Have you recruited a new 

member yet this year? Has your Grange gained in membership?
We all know that we are getting older each year (believe me, I sure 

know it), and our Granges are losing members due to death, and sometimes 
members even decide to drop out when they reach a certain age, just because 
they feel they can no longer help on fundraisers and other projects as they 
once did. Please discourage them of dropping out, they served their time of 
working hard for their Grange, explain that to them. Let them know they 
are still important to your Grange, and you want them to be a part of the 
Grange, even if they no longer can help with those big fundraisers, they can 
cheer you on, sometimes that is all one needs to get you through the day of 
that big fundraiser!!

In our Flora Grange we have a member that turned 100 years young 
last September 1st. She was very active through the years, she and her 
husband served just about every office in the Grange and they worked hard 
on the fundraisers. He passed away years ago, but she remained a Grange 
member, just because she believed in the Grange and she loved the Grange 
and it meant so much to her. If you go in her home today, she has so many 
certificates and awards setting around they received, and she is so proud of 
each one of them. Just last year, she recruited two new members into our 
Grange, why? Because she believes in the Grange. So, when some older 
member of your Grange tells you they no longer can help, remove their 
name, do not let that happen, tell them how valuable they are, how they 
have built up and helped your Grange through the years. 

 Just remember, in the Grange, everyone is needed, everyone is valuable, 
young and old. 
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Illinois State Grange Agriculture 
Contests’ Entry Form
Sept. 2018 – Sept. 2019
NAME________________________GRANGE_____________

COUNTY__________
(CIRCLE the category AND item). One entry per person each category. 

(vegetable, fruit, flower, antiques, etc. Must be from current Grange year, 
Sept. 2018 – Sept. 2019).

I.VEGETABLE   III. HERBS
1.   Beans, Green (4)  1. Potted specimen of an herb, named
2.   Beans, Golden Wax (4)  2. Collection of Herbs, 4 or more
3.   Beets (4)   IV FIELD CROPS
4.   Cabbage (1 head)  1  3 Ears of Corn
5.   Cauliflower (1)                         2.  Longest Ear of Corn
6.   Cucumbers (3)   3.  3 Ears Indian Corn, Husked
7.   Eggplant (1)   4.  3 Ears Popcorn
8.   Garlic (3)   5.  Corn, (1 Qt. Bag)
9.   Gourds (3)   6.  Oats, 1 Qt. Bag)
10. Okra (3)   7.  Soybeans, (1 Qt. Bag)
11. Onions (White (3)  8.  Wheat. (1 Qt. Bag)
12. Onions (Yell0w (3)  9.  Sunflower – Largest Head
13. Peppers (Sweet) (3)    
14. Peppers (Hot) (3)  V. FLOWERS
15. Potatoes (Red) (3)  1. African Violet plant
16. Potatoes (White) (3)  2. Succulent
17. Sweet Potatoes (3)  3. Houseplants
18. Squash – Acorn (2)  3. Asters (3 stems)
19. Squash – Winter (1)  4. Cosmos (3 stems)
20. Sweet Corn (3 Ears)  5. Marigolds (3 stems)
21. Tomatoes – (Cherry) (3) 6. Zinnias (3 stems)
22. Tomatoes – (Red (3)  7. Any Other (3 Blooms)
23. Tomatoes – (Yellow (3) 8. Fairy Garden (Not from a Kit) 
24. Zucchini 6-8” – (1)    
25. Most Unusual Shaped Vegetable VI. ANTIQUES (30” or less, any direction) 
26. Vegetable Other Than Above1. (1930 or Prior – actual item, not   

      picture of item)
       (3 if Small or 1 if Large) 1. Farm Related Antique Item
II. FRUITS    2. Household Related Antique Item 
1. Apples -Red (4)   3. Childs Related Antique Item 
2. Apples -Yellow (4) VII. JUNIOR DIVISION (AGES 5-8 & 9-12)
3. Cantaloupe (1)   1. Poster featuring Farm Safety (any 

size)
4. Crab Apples (4)   2. Miniature/Fairy Garden (Not from 

kit)
5. Grapes (3 Bunches)                    3. Vegetables (State age on entry tag)
6. Pears  (4) (JUNIOR CONTEST OPEN TO CHILDREN AND
7. Plums (4) GRANDCHILDREN OF MEMBERS IF A GRANGE 
8. Pumpkin (1)  DOES NOT HAVE A JUNIOR GRANGE.)
9. Watermelon (1) 
2018 – 2019 AGRICULTURE INFORMATION
ILLINOIS STATE GRANGE
AG. CHAIRMAN, 2019   2020 AG CHAIRMAN  

      2021 CHAIRMAN
ALBERT Q. EBEL, III   EARL DAVID
6199 WOLF ROAD   24766 SPRING CREEK RD
KINGSTON, IL 60145   WASHINGTON, IL 60571 
815-236-0890    309-745-8845
apebel2011@gmail.com               earldavid327@aol.com
RULES AND INFORMATION:
1. ONE ENTRY PER PERSON IN EACH CATEGORY.
2. On entry form with list of items; Print Name, Grange, and County for 

EACH PERSON 
 entering an item. Make extra copes of form. 
a. Circle either Vegetable, Fruit, Herb, Field Crop, Flowers, Antiques or Junior 

Division and note Junior age group where required.
b. Circle item under each Category (i.e., Fruit, Grapes. Etc.)
c. Please note how many items are required on sheet so you don’t get 

disqualified.
3. VEGETABLES, FRUITS, HERBS, FIELD CROPS, FLOWERS, 

ANTIQUES AND JUNIOR DIVISION must be grown or harvested between 
Sept. 2018 - Sept. 2019. They will be auctioned unless picked up prior to the time 
announced at State Grange.

4. Plants and Antiques can be from previous years. Plants can be auctioned if 
you want.

5. MINIATURE GARDEN/FAIRY GARDEN – MAY NOT BE MADE 
FROM A KIT.

a. Be creative but ideas are also available in magazines, on computer or at 
libraries, etc.

b. Suggestions: Use items from your yard, garden, woods and can be slices of 
wood, low sided plastic container or other items easy to transport.

6. ANTIQUES: (Farm Related, Household Related, and added this year, 

Child Related)
a. 1930 or any year prior to 1930
b. Will be judged but will NOT be sold at the auction
c. NOTE: Size: 30” or smaller in either direction.
7. JUNIORS or children or grandchildren of Grange members if a 

Grange does not have a Junior Grange. (Ages 5 – 8 and ages 9 – 11) 
a. Circle Age category on entry form – The age is the age of the child 

as of September 2019.
b. Fill out top of entry form with Name, Grange, and County.
c. Poster on Safety on the Farm, (any size of poster).
d. Vegetables – Many juniors, children and grandchildren help their 

parents garden, so juniors may enter the vegetable category.
e. If children are not gardening, this may encourage them to do so.

Meals, Books & Registration
Illinois State Grange Session, September 13-
15, 2019    
Boone County Fairgrounds, Belvidere, Il. 
Friday 
Hot Dog Lunch, grilled hot dogs, beans, potato salad, chips, cookies, 
water, milk, coffee

Friday Night Main Banquet               $15                                     
Flora Grange Roast beef/Ham dinner; Roast beef, ham, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, carrots, rolls, tossed salad, dessert, water, milk, coffee and tea.                                             

Saturday Breakfast Buffet   $10
Variety of egg casseroles, scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, 
toast, water, milk, coffee and juice.

Saturday Luncheon    $10
Soup/Salad/Sandwich 
Variety of soups, salads, and sandwiches, dessert, water, milk, coffee, and 
tea.

Youth/ Young Adult Banquet           $15                                          
Grilled chicken, grilled riblets, cheesy potatoes, baked beans, apple sauce, 
coleslaw, macaroni salad, corn bread, buttermilk biscuits, and fruit cob-
bler, water, milk, coffee and tea.

Sunday Morning Grab n Go Breakfast
Donuts, rolls, muffins, granola bars, bagels with cream cheese, yogurt, ap-
ples, bananas, orange juice, apple juice, milk, coffee, & hot tea

Camping Reservation        
 $35/night

Number of youth sleeping at the fairgrounds to participate in the drill. 
free

______ Delegate Book                                                                                    
$15

______ Individual/Family Registration Fee      
$5

 Name/Grange for Badge _________________________________

    ____________________________________

    ____________________________________

    ____________________________________

    ____________________________________

***** Denotes donation only, we just need an approximate count.

Total amount due ___________________          
Make checks payable to Illinois State Grange
All Meal Reservations need to be in to State Secretary by August 15, 2018 

Sheri Konieczki – State Secretary
2169 Sunset Lane
Belvidere, Il. 61008
847-912-3521
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Chaplain’s Corner
Charlotte Mehrtens

Welcome Spring
The dogwood, the red bud, the tulip trees are 

in full bloom along with all the spring flowers, 
the grass is green and the air is filled with fresh 
smells of spring.  The risen Lord has risen and 
brought forth the new life he died on cross for our 
sins so that we might live. 

May will bring new life from new born 
animals, the growing crops in the warm sun, 
and yes the showers of rain that has been very 
plentifully this year, I know that we all complain 
about the rain and not getting the crops in, the 
lawn mowed, parties that are rained out but we 
need to remember that God is watching over 
us even when we don’t think so.  He is testing 
us to see how faithful we are to Him.  We need 
to put our trust in Him and know that He does 
have a plan for all of us.  How do you feel when 
something doesn’t go as you have planned?  Who 
do you get mad at and take the blame out on 
someone?  Does it make you feel better to blame 
others when you have no control over it, stop and 
think we have all been there but faith will help 
us see what needs to be done and happiness can 
change everything. 

Mother’s Day, Graduations, family get-
together and more all bring great joy.  Spend 
time with family and friends ever chance you get 
because they are all very important to all of us.

Our deepest sorrow to comfort those who have 
lost loved ones this past month.  May you find 
peace and comfort in your loss. To those who 
rejoice with good news around them may His joy 
overflow for you.

Faith, Hope, Love…… The Greatest Of These 
is LOVE

Blast From The Past
Hi Grangers!  The weather in Illinois has been 

snow one day and 70’s a few days later.  This has 
been a shock to our system after spending five 
months in Florida.  Have you all been doing your 
spring cleaning?  I have been busy cleaning and 
of course I found some old Grange things.  

This is an interesting article from “Grange 
Today” October-November 1994 issue:  Brother 
Bill Buffington of Pennsylvania is probably the 
only current Grange member to have visited the 
graves of all Seven Founders of the Order of 
Patrons of Husbandry.  In his visits two graves 
were recently marked so that everyone will 
know of the connection these men had with the 
founding of the Grange.  A bronze placque was 
added to the stone of Rev. Aaron B. Grosh in 
Marietta, PA.  The unmarked grave of founder 
William M. Ireland in Philadelphia cemetery 
now has an appropriate stone identifying him 
as a Founder and the first Treasurer.  These 
new markings were financed through voluntary 
contributions to the Oliver H. Kelley Historical 
Projects Fund, under the direction of the National 
Women’s Activities Department.  The locations 
of the other Founders are:  Oliver Kelley, John 
Thompson, and William Saunders- Rock Creek 
Cemetery, Washington, D.C.; John Trimble-Oak 
Hill Cemetery, Washington, D.C.; and Frances 
McDowell-Lake View Cemetery, Penn Yan, N.Y.

 Another article in this newsletter indicated 
the upcoming plans for the next National Grange 
session which was to be held November 14-20, 
1994 in Peoria, IL.   Illinois State Grange Master 
Al Henninger and Sister Darlene were hosts.  
Orion Samuelson of WGN Radio was to be the 
banquet guest speaker.   I remember being there 
and was in charge of the Trumpet girls for the 
Seventh Degree.  Can you believe that was 24 
years ago?

Beverly Smith, Historian

Well done 
Good and Faithful Patron

Arline Keller Magee  1940-2019
You will be missed, my friend!
Illinois State Grange Lecturer
Editor of the Illinois Granger

... too many jobs to list.

2019 Illinois State 
Grange Junior 
Department 
Contests

All Junior Contests - Individual must be a 
Junior, or 1+ member

Three age groups: 5-7, 8-10, 11-14.  Entry 
age as of 1/1/2019 (National guidelines)

**Any entry that is not labeled and does 
not follow rules may be disqualified from 
judging, but may still receive a participation 
ribbon.**

Mini-Juniors: Any child who is 5 by 
September 1, 2019 may send up to 3 entries 
to session.  These projects will not be judged 
as other age groups are, but will receive 
participation/honorable mention ribbons.

Small World – Japan or China --
Make a 3-D display (Maximum size 

10x10x8”h) or poster (up to 11x14 finished 
size after mounted to make more stable) 
which represents one of the two countries.  
Identify and explain items of country 
represented.  You may also do a comparison 
poster showing likenesses and differences.

Zen garden – Learn about, and create a 
mini-Zen garden.  Size limit is 10x10x8.

Can use up to three colors of sand in 
project.

Decorated Rocks – Paint rocks in your 
choice of designs.  Minimum 5, Maximum 
10. 

Each rock can be up to 3x3 size, and must 
be placed in a container.  (Small box, plastic 
bag, cage for “pet”)

Recycling -  Make a musical instrument 
using recyclable 
materials.

It is my hope 
that these will be 
“played” as part 
of talent show on 
Saturday night of 
session.

Wabi-Sabi – 
Make a useful item 
using pottery, clay, 
or ceramic.  Size 
limit 12x12x12.

Origami – Make 
an object using paper 
and the origami 
folding technique.  

Paper size limit 
before folded 12x12.

Melinda (Mindy) 
Schiefer

Illinois State 
Grange JR director

10949 Faust Rd., 
Trenton, IL  62293

Schefr5@yahoo.
com

6 1 8 - 4 4 4 -
2852(cell)

I may not answer 
numbers I do not 
recognize so please 
leave a message 
when calling, or text.

I can also be 
reached through 
Facebook.


