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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jul 6 – Boone County Fair Ticket Office Opens 8 am
Jul 10 – DEADLINE - Community Service People Awards to Tracey Jones
Jul 16 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ
Jul 19 – DEADLINE – Resolutions to State Secretary Sherri Konieczki
July 23-28 – Grange Revival
Aug 6-11 – Boone County Fair
Aug 11 – Turkey Hill’s Ham & Peach Dinner
Aug 15 – DEADLINE  State Session Meal Requests and Hotel Reservations
Sept 13-15 – Illinois State Grange Session – Belvidere
Oct 15-18 – Broad Hollow Branson trip
Oct 27 – Turkey Hill’s Wurstmarkt Dinner
Nov 4-9 -National Grange Session – Midwest host, Volunteers needed
Nov 17 – Flora Grange Roast Beef Dinner
Nov 19-21 – Broad Hollow Grange Christmas Branson trip

Recurring events:
Belleville Old Town Market every 1st Saturday beginning in May (THG)
THG BBQ every Thursday afternoon beginning in May

Please send me any important dates, obituaries, donations for your Grange.
Ruth Blasingame
illinoisgranger2017@gmail.com
815-299-7884
8711 Deer Run Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008-9050

New Grange 
MembershipYear
By Lindakay Ebel
ISG Membership Chairman

Happy New Year to All My Grange Friends. 
Yes, we are beginning a new Grange membership 
year in Illinois, 2019 – 2020. 

   If you did not recruit a new Grange member 

Lynette’s Visions and 
Wisdoms   July 2019

Man oh Man the weather is really something 
unusual this year.   The last twelve months have 
been the wettest on record.   Many farmers in our 
area just had a few days dry enough to plant and 
the second cutting of hay has been rained on.  

I hope that many of you are collecting G bills 
for the National Grange expenses from IL, we 
will be collecting them at State Session.  Please 
bring them State Session.  

As I write this I am getting ready to go 
to the Midwest Regional Leaders and Youth 
Conference, at Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, 
IN.  Much information will be presented.   Paula 
Lohrman, Indiana Lecturer and the Indiana State 
Grange are hosting the event.  Ethan Edwards, 
will not be able to attend, his mother a long time 
Granger is having health issues.  I’ll have pictures 
for the next Granger.

We recently held the Executive Committee 
meeting.  Much was discussed for State Session, 
Hall Improvement Fund availability, Bluff and 
Troy Grove Hall concerns.   The next meeting will 
be on the Thursday night before State Session.  

Don and I are making plans to attend the 
upcoming National Grange Revival in Ozark, AR.  

Boone County and Winnebago County Pomona 
Granges are making plans for September 13 - 15, 
2019 at Boone County Fairgrounds, Belvidere, 
IL, 148th State Session.  Chris and Duane Hamp 
will be the National Grange Representatives.  
Chris is the National Grange Lecturer and Duane 
is past Master of Washington State Grange.   I 
can’t wait to share IL State Grange with Chris 
and Duane.  I believe that in this paper is the 

schedule.  I hope you are working on resolutions 
and contest items.  

Plans are being made for the 2019 National 
Grange Session in Bloomington, MN November 
5-9.   Some of the jobs will be starting earlier.  
There are many ‘jobs’ that you all can volunteer 
to assist.  Karie will soon have a signup listing 
for IL.   Sign-up sheets will be available at State 
Session.   Remember that if you volunteer for 4 
hours you get reimbursement of one half your 
hotel room expenses.   Registration is now being 
taken online at the National Grange website.  

in the 2018 – 2019 year, do not be 
discouraged, neither did many other 
Grangers, however, we must look to 
the future, we are now in a new year, 
2019-2020.

   So, let’s start the new year by 
setting some goals. 

1. First, PLEASE have your 
Membership Chairman or Secretary 
send in their 2018-2019 membership 
report to me ASAP, as I too, must 
make out my annual report before 

the annual ISG session so that I have plenty of 
time to get my report put together and can order 
plaques for those special people who did get 
out and recruit new members. Questions, call 
me at (715) 493-2344 or e-mail me lkhbowen@
newnorth.net or apebel2011@gmail.com.

2. Each month, each Granger will ASK at 
LEAST ONE person to become a Granger or 
invite them to a meeting or a Grange activity to 
see what fun we have when we are together.

3. Talk Grange wherever you go, leave 
Grange applications and literature in dentists and 
doctors offices, who knows, someone just may 
call you. 

4. Let’s get the AGRICULTURE back in 
the Grange, after all, the Grange was founded 
in 1867, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, fraternal 
organization that advocates for rural America and 
agriculture. With a strong history in grassroots 
activism, family values and community service, 
the Grange is part of more that 2000 hometowns 
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June 2019 
Flora Grange News
By Lindakay Ebel

The Flora Grange held their annual Grange 
Family picnic with a potluck on Tuesday, June 
11th, 2019 at the Grange Hall with 67 people in 
attendance. Master Albert Q. Ebel, III welcomed 
all Grange members and special guests and 
Chaplain Donna West offered prayer.

Grange members and special guests enjoyed a 
great feast of various homemade casseroles, salads, 
and desserts prepared by members. Following 
dinner, everyone moved to the upstairs Grange 
meeting hall.

Master Ebel called the meeting to order, 
Chaplain opened the Bible, Pledge to American 
flag was recited by all and Grange salutation was 
said by members.

Special awards for the year, 2018-2019 were 
presented to very deserving people: Laurel 
Ratcliffe presented Granger of the Year award to 
Jean Thornberry; Jack Ratcliffe presented Non-
Granger of the Year award to John Bender.  Roger 
Miller presented Fireman of the Year to Al Hyser 
and Joanne Fidder presented Policeman of the 
Year to Tim Blankenship.  Delphine Calabrese 
presented Teacher of the Year to Sheryl Charles of 
Headstart.  They were all thanked for all they have 
done for the community and were given plaques 
for all their community service work.

Reports were given on Food Frenzy, held at 
Countryside Market at Poplar Grove, $150.00 

across the United States. Family and community 
are the foundations of the Grange. Traditional 
family values are promoted, taught and woven 
into Grange activities and events. We are proud 
to have all generations come together to learn 
from one another and build a strong America, 
one community at a time. 

5. So, lets all work together to bring 
happiness and joy to each of our Granges and see 
how many new members we can get to join our 
Granges in the new year of 2019-2020.

check was given toward that which was held on the 
same day as our Applebee’s Flapjack, final report 
will be given on Applebee’s next meeting.  Laurel 
Ratcliffe reported on the 17th annual Safety Town 
held June 11 – 14, held at the Boone County Fair 
Grounds; she reported we already have a sponsor 
for next year’s safety town.

Pomona Grange annual picnic and meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, June 26 at 6 pm at the 
fairgrounds. Each family is asked to bring a dish to 
share.

We have a lot of upcoming events happening 
over the next few months, so we are expecting 
members to sign up to help.  Please contact Laurel 
on which activities and times you can work.

They include: Kirkland Lions dinner on June 
27th; Dog Show, July 11 – 14 at the Fairgrounds 
at which we will be serving breakfast and lunch at 
day; Flora Grange work night at the fairgrounds on 
July 19th (no meeting); Quiilting July 13 & 14 at 
Grange Hall; Boone County Fair August 6 – 11; 
Habit for Humanity August 24. Questions contact 
Laurel!

A lot is going on at the fairgrounds; additional 
peoples help is always needed and if you have any 
extra time, see Jack or Laurel. 

Financial report was given by treasurer Lindakay 
Ebel. Applebee’s finally report at next business 
meeting.

Membership Chairman Lindakay Ebel also 
reported June is the last month for the 2018-2019 
year for new members.  She invited any of our 
special guests to become members tonight and 
stated, ‘she would just love to sign them up’! She 
thanked those Grange members who recruited new 
members this year and encouraged others to look 
for new members for the 2019-2020 year.

Motion was made by Laurel Ratcliffe to send 
Master Albert Q. Ebel, and his wife, Lindakay Ebel, 
who serves as treasurer as delegates to Illinois State 
session in September.

Junior leader Sharon Fidder stated the Juniors 
did not meet this evening and asked the Grange to 
pay for the background check for her in the amount 
of $37 required by all junior leaders, motion was 
carried.

Flora Grange will be honored to sponsored 
Delphine Calabrese in the Queen contest at the 
Boone County fair this year and a check of $200 
was given for her to enter.

Delphine Calabrese asked if Flora Grange could 
enter a float in the Belvidere Heritage Day annual 
parade on June 30th?  Being around the 4th of July, 
some of us will be out of town, however, she was 
told to go ahead with the project and have a fun 
time.  She will get a group together and decorate a 
wagon and promote our Grange.

Motion was made to move our August Flora 
Grange meeting from Tuesday, August 13th to 
Tuesday 20th.

Members were reminded to keep Lizzy in their 
thoughts and prayers as she will be having knee 
surgery.

Congratulations to Pat and Loren Due who 
celebrated their 55th anniversary this month.

‘G’ bills were collected, and the meeting was 
adjourned.

A great time was enjoyed by all members of 
Flora Grange this evening at the family picnic 
with our special guests.  In July, members of Flora 
Grange will be meeting at the Boone County 
Fairgrounds for a work night, starting around 5 pm.  
Refreshments at Culver’s restaurant, Dutch treat.

Broad Hollow Grange
Broad Hollow Grange met on Friday, June 14th 

with a working meeting.  Items for the Crisis Center 
were organized and counted prior to the meeting.  
For Agriculture, it was reported that Justin Schaeffer 
is the new member on the State Ag. Committee from 
our county.  Farmers will be receiving money based 
on many factors due to tariffs imposed, items from 
the current ag. census was shared, information was 
provided on the margin for dairymen and money to 
combat feral swine that was included in the Farm 
Bill, that farmers are losing sales to Japan, and a 
bill has been proposed to exempt tax on the first 
$5,000 in proceeds for FFA and 4-H participants 

Prairie Grange
Prairie Grange held an informal meeting on 

Monday June 17th 2019. In Honor of June Dairy 
Month we were pleased to have Jane Zeien as a guest 
speaker. Jane spoke about America’s favorite sweet 
treat ICE CREAM.

She explained to us the chemistry of ice cream. 
Did you know, ice cream is made of air (also known 
as overrides -about 50%), ice crystals and fat-globules 
and some ice creams have stabilizers in them. There 
was over 12.5 billion dollars in ice cream sales in 
2018.

The Top 10 flavors are as follows:
1. Vanilla                                       
2. Chocolate                                                    
3. Cookies and Cream                                     
4. Mint Chocolate Chip                    
5. Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough 
6. Butter Pecan 
7. Cookie Dough  
8. Strawberry 
9. Moose Tracks             

on the sale of livestock or agricultural projects.  For 
Legislative, the National Grange is asking Congress 
to establish a uniform national privacy standard for 
the internet, that some prescription medications from 
safe countries are shipped from third-world countries 
through safe countries, that there’s a proposed rule 
to reduce patients’ out-of-pocket expenses at the 
drug counter, and that maps in rural areas for Rural 
Broadband are not accurate and need to be corrected.

The auction of items for the Juniors and Youth 
went well at the State Grange Picnic and Campout.  
Community Service is finalizing projects for the 
year.   A monetary donation is being made to the 
food pantries in New Athens, Freeburg, Smithton, 
and Hecker.  The local paper had a picture and nice 
coverage for our award winners during Grange 
Month.  A report was given on the June meeting of 
the St. Clair County Pomona Grange.  Information 
was shared from the National Grange’s “Patron’s 
Chain.”  National Master, Betsy Huber, talked about 
the discussions on the news and Facebook concerning 
nondairy drinks called milk, fake meat, GMOs, 
antibiotic free, and other items and the importance 
of science-based regulations.  The newest Grange 
chartered is Silver Sage Grange #24 in Nevada, the 
4th Grange is Nevada.  The National Grange has 
TicketsatWork.com for discounts for entertainment 
and car rental throughout the country.  Registraton 
is open for the 153rd Annual Session of the National 
Grange in Bloomington-Minneapolis MN.  The new 
quilt block design was shared with members.  

Members of Broad Hollow Grange send a 
congratulatory card to Roland and Elsie Heidenreich 
on their 70th anniversary.  A Memorial Service was 
held in memory of deceased members who have 
gone on to their reward.  The service consisted of 
the 23rd Psalm, a reading, “Life is But a Stopping 
Place,” with members reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 

In April, Broad Hollow Grange had a successful 
Agriculture Night with 25 attending the special 
evening.  Fred Helms shared his experiences and 
showed pictures of his trip to Brazil and Argentina 
visiting farms and farm-related businesses.  One of 
the items under committee reports was the problem 
with many items being called milk; such as, almond 
milk, soy milk, etc., and its impact on dairy farmers.  
Contest items were highlighted that are being 
sponsored by various departments..  Community 
Service reported homemade cookies were provided 
to the election judges on election day.  Items are 
being collected for an area Humane Society.  

For Grange Month in April, a display was set 
up all month at the Citizens’ Community Bank 
highlighting the medication disposal packets and the 
Grange’s Community Service projects.  A weekly 
article was published in a local paper for April’s 
Grange Month.  One of our members attended the 
Grange Leadership Workshop held in our county.  
Information on the changes to driver’s licenses was 
provided to be able to fly or to get a passport so they 
are compliant with federal standards.  The Grange’s 
new mission statement was read.  Members were 
reminded to continue collecting “G” bills.

The hall and tables were decorated for Easter, and 
everyone enjoyed refreshments and fellowship.
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Leroy Grange
Meeting called to order –  by President,  Rocky 

Temple
Pledge of allegiance – John Kennedy
Prayer –  John Kennedy
Salutations – None
Review the secretary’s report  - was emailed 

–  Paul motioned to accept the report, Joe 2nd, 
motion carried.

Review the treasurer report  - motion to accept 
– Tami  motioned to accept the report, 

John K. 2nd,  motion carried
Correspondence – Thank you from Addy 

Dylak for the grange scholarship.
COMMITTE UPDATES
Community Service Form Update – Sandi 

K – reminder to turn forms into Sandi as 
soon as you volunteer.  She is still looking for 
recommendations for Police officer, and Fireman, 
for our Distinguished Grange application.  The 
teacher selected is Suzette Muck,, Non-member 
will be Sheryl Prather and Grange member, 
Wayne Zelasko have also been selected.

Building Committee – Calvin explained that 
he tree that needed to come down was removed.   

OLD BUSINESS
Joe & Jeff gave report on the Breakfast June 22 

and 23 for the BBQ cookoff.  Jeff will get some of 
the food donated and the rest will be purchased at 
GFS.  They are still needing  volunteers to work 

10. Neopolitian
   We each got 3 different samples of vanilla ice 

cream and had to compare overall pleasantness, 
vanilla flavor, sweetness level, texture and off 
flavors. Everyone had their own choice of vanilla 
ice cream that they preferred. Jane also talked about 
the new flavors coming out including Burnt Caramel 
Candy Bar, Caramel Maple Pecan Pie, Cereal Flakes 
in Milk, Apple Butter on Biscuits and today she had 
made Peanut Butter ice cream with Jelly Swirls.

She also told about new kinds of Healthy ice 
cream becoming available including the following 
Brands. Right Food, Enlightenment, Talenti, Rebel 
and Oat milk Ice Cream.

We got to sample the new ice cream flavors and 
we made ice cream sundaes and enjoyed cake and 
cookies as well for refreshments. 

Thank you Jane Zeien for teaching us about the 
history of ice cream and how it is made.

The meeting it was very short.  Ruth went over 
the results from Food Cart Frenzy.  County Line 
won 1st place for best decorated cart,  Prairie got 
2nd in decorated cart contest.  There were 5 teams 
that participated:  Boone County Fair board & the 
Queens, Prairie Junior Grange, County Line Grange, 
Big Thunder and Prairie Grange.  Prairie won with 
the most amount of items 979 and money as well.  
A grand total of 2832 items were collected at the 
amount of $2824.29 and all of this was donated to 
the Salvation Army. Also Beaver Valley, Flora and 
Pomona Granges donated money to bring the final 
dollar total to $3224.59.  A special Thank You went 
out to Tony DalPra, Sherry Casey and the Staff at 
the Countryside Market of Poplar Grove for all their 
help with this event .
   Everyone was reminded that State Grange Session 
will be held right here in Boone County and if you 
wanted tickets for any of the meals to let Karie know 
which one you want to attend and she will get them 

Turkey Hill Grange
The highlight of June was the presenting of 

three war veterans a Quilt of Valor (see picture 
and story elsewhere in this issue).  This was the 
major event at our regular meeting.  The use of 
the building continued to be heavy with a dinner 
for the local newspaper advisory staff, two 
different Bible studies, Pomona meeting, etc.

Our Busy Bees 4H Club celebrated Dairy 
Month by serving free ice cream at our Thursday 
afternoon BBQ, June 20 – every attendee, and 
some who just stopped by, received a ‘healthy’ 
serving with choices of toppings.  The team of 
servers were Club members under the overall 
guidance of one of our members who is also one 
of the Club’s adult leaders. 

The Old Town Farmer’s Market was plagued 
with rain and thunderstorms – essentially closing 
the Market nearly half of the time.  Consequently, 
our jam and jelly sales was less than anticipated.

In preparation for the Annual Ham and Peach 
Dinner, we made some seven bushels of cling 
peaches into spiced peaches that are always a big 
hit at that dinner in August. 

Turkey Hill Grange sponsored Busy Bees 4H 
Club serving ice cream at our BBQ June 20, 2019

Quilts of Valor 
at Turkey Hill

On Friday June14, sixty members and 
guests attended the regular monthly meeting 
of Turkey Hill Grange.  The program consisted 
of celebrating Flag Day and honoring military 
veterans.

Quilts of Valor were awarded to three special 
veterans for their service to our country. 

Glenn Holtz, 97 of Belleville, was a Private 
in the US Army Infantry during WWII.  He 

Quilts of Valor awarded by Turkey Hill Grange to three Veterans: Standing 
are Julie Heberer and Mary Beth Lee makers of the quilts and Dick 
Frette, Grange President. Seated from left to right: Jerry Hemmer, WWII 
USMC; Kenneth Joseph, Vietnam era USN; Glenn Holtz WWII USA. All 
are Grange members except Glenn                   Photo by David Philip

enlisted in 1941 and 
served four years.  He 
saw combat in the 
Philippines.  He was 
awarded the Silver 
Star for valor during 
combat.  This award 
is the third highest 
the military awards.  
His quilt was made 
by Mary Beth Lee, a 
Turkey Hill member.

Kenneth R. Joseph 
of Freeburg served 
in the US Navy from 
1961 to 1965, during 
the Vietnam War.  
Petty Officer Third 
Class Joseph served 
on the USS Sullivan 
Brothers on duty in 
the Atlantic.  His quilt 
was made by Julia 
Heberer, a Turkey Hill 
member.

Jerry Hemmer of 
Belleville served as 

a US Marine Sgt. on the front lines during the 
Korean War.  He joined the Marines in 1951 and 
was injured and returned home in 1957.  His quilt 
was also made by Mary Beth Lee. The families 
and friends of these veterans had a chance to 
congratulate and visit with them following the 
awards.

The Quilts of Valor (QOV) Foundation is 
located in Winterset, Iowa.  Their primary 
focus was awarding quilts to service members 
injured in Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts.  The 
first quilt was awarded at Walter Reed Hospital 
on November 20, 2003.  The QOV Foundation 
became a national non- profit organization in 
2005.  Their mission today is to cover all service 
members and veterans “touched by war.”  A 
total of over 220,000 handmade quilts have been 
awarded thru the QOV Foundation since its 
inception.  

The National Grange has become a recognized 
partner in the mission of the QOV Foundation 
as an official “Under Our Wings Program.  This 
Program allows Granges across our nation to 
create quilts and present them to veterans in their 
communities.

Continued on Page 7...

ordered. She needs 
to know by July 15th 
meeting.
   Next State Session 
planning meeting will 
be Tuesday July 30th 
2019 at 6:30 PM at the 
administration office. 
Meeting was closed at 
8:07 PM.
Robin Kindberg 
Prairie Grange  Publicity 
Chair
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Lecturer’s Column, 
July 2019

This month I wanted to republish the Lecturer’s 
Contests again. I’m looking forward to a Lecturer’s 
Show with multiple entries in every category. I would 
particularly love to have at least one entry from every 
Subordinate Grange.

And remember the group contest to create a 
banner for your Grange. 

National Contests
National Photography Contest:
Two categories: Junior (age 5-14) and Adult (age 

14 and up) Age is determined  by age on January 1, 
2019.

Photos must be 8”x10” or 8”x12”
One entry per person, but not limited by State of 

representation
Quilted Items Contest
Unfinished Quilt Block – Pattern Pride of 

Quillisascut (detailed instructions in the February 
Illinois Granger)

Finished Fabric Quilted Items
Illinois State Grange Lecturer’s Contests
One entry per member may be submitted in each 

class. Must be made this Grange year.
Eligibility – All Subordinate and Junior 

Grange members. Junior entries may also include 
grandchildren of Subordinate members. 

Backing is required for all photos and artwork. 
This is so the entry will not be damaged by 
fingerprints, handling, pushpins, or any metal clip 
that will display the entry. NO FRAMES. 

Categories- There will be one category for 
Subordinate Grange members and 3 age groups for 
Juniors: 5-7 yr old, 8-10 yr old and 11-14 yr old. Age 
determined by age as of January 1, 2019.

The Illinois State Lecturer reserves the right to 
choose to not display any entry deemed inappropriate 
within Grange values. Themes including nudity, 
obscenity, or violence.

Photography
The photography contest seeks to recognize 

excellence in photographic images.
Color and black and white photography will be 

judged in the same category.
Only prints are accepted for judging. No slides. 

Prints may be made by a commercial process but 
must have been taken by the entrant personally 
within this Grange year. No altering with use of 
photo editing software is allowed. 

Photo size can range between 5”x7” and 8”x12”. 
Prints must be mounted on a rigid backing, not to 
exceed ¾” beyond the edge of the photograph. 
Exception: If the photo is intended to be sent to 
National Grange Photo contest, it should be mounted 
and matted according to those guidelines. Frames are 
not allowed.

No professional photographers (an individual 
who’s primary living is from photography) may 
enter.

There are four categories:
1. Nature. Capture the beauty and diversity of 

the natural world around us, of plants, animals, and 
environment.

2. Industry. Create an image of the result of 
work, industry, or other manufactured environment…
this can celebrate any kind of product of man’s 
making (that isn’t natural).

3. Heritage. Celebrate the continuing 
generations and traditions that form the fabric of 
American life…this might include family activities 
or traditions or items of general historical or cultural 
significance.

4. Water Towers. This is a category borrowed 
from the Michigan State Grange as suggested to me 
by Lynette. We find water towers of great variety 
all around us…towns and villages, cities, colleges, 
skyscrapers, factories, etc. Capture a striking image 
of any kind of water tower you might locate. I was in 
Chicago last week and snapped a shot of the Chicago 
Water Tower, not as an entry, but as inspiration to 
look for subject matter anywhere.

Creative Writing
May be handwritten, typed, or printed from a 

computer. Handwriting must be legible and neat 
using black or blue ink pen. Typed or printed should 
be double-spaced, size 12 font or larger.

Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation, 

not copied from another source. 
Length not to exceed 300 words.
Creative writing prose topic:
This year the topics are opposites for adults and 

for juniors.
Adults: “What if I could be a child again?”
Juniors: “What I will do when I am an adult.
Capture your memories and your dreams in 

words.
Creative writing poetry topic:
“Change”
Poetry can be written in free verse or in traditional 

forms.  We’re looking for poems that move us, that 
might make us laugh or cry, or teach us something 
new. Poems should note exceed one page in length.

Creative writing winning entries may be read at 
the Talent Show at the Illinois State Session.

Media Arts & Crafts
We seek to recognize all types of visual arts.
Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation.
No frames or glass. Fragile items are displayed at 

the entrant’s risk.
Painting/Drawing/Pastels
Any subject or theme. All media (oils, watercolors, 

pencil, etc.) will be judged in one category. Works 
should not exceed 30”x30”.

Dimensional Media
Any subject or theme. Sculpture, pottery, 

weaving, textiles, paper-making, wood carving, etc 
are appropriate for this category and will be judged 
together. Works should not exceed 18”x18”x18”.

Personal Collection
Assemble and display 12 related items. Make 

sure each item’s relation to the collection is apparent. 
Provide a 50 word overview of the collection theme. 
All items should be anchored securely to a sturdy 
base or backing. The collection may be anything 
of intellectual or cultural interest. stamps, rocks, 
stickers, trading cards, dried flowers, etc. Judging will 
be based on interest and creativity of the collection 
theme.

Handcrafted Holiday Tree Ornaments
Use your skill to make three ornaments suitable 

for decorating a tree. Ornaments can celebrate 
Christmas or any other seasonal holiday of your 
choice. The ornaments should not be identical, but 
should be related by theme, methods, or materials. 
Materials and methods can be anything you choose. 
Ornaments will be judged on craftsmanship, 
creativity, and appearance.

Recycling Focus Project: Recycling Poster
Create an eye-catching, informative, and 

persuasive poster encouraging Reduce, Reuse, and 
Recycle. The poster should be appropriate for display 
at a public space, such as Grange Hall, Library, 
Church, or School, etc. Poster should be no smaller 
than 11”x17” and not exceed 24”x36”

JUNIORS ONLY: Web-based Project
This contest seeks to recognize creativity on the 

Internet. This can be a website, game, information 
project, podcast, video, blog entry, or other web 
entity. Items will be judged based on overall quality, 
creative input, educational merit, and technical 
proficiency. Items should be submitted with the 
complete URL address. Projects will be visible for 
judging and inspection by public on a large screen 
monitor in the Lecturer’s contest area.

Illinois Banner Design: Group Grange 
Competition

This competition has two purposes:
1. Provide an opportunity for collaboration and 

group effort in creating an entry.
2. Celebrate our individual Granges in a fun 

way to share our heritage at State Session.
One entry is allowed from each Subordinate 

Grange. Create a banner that commemorates your 
individual Grange identity and influence in the 
community and state. The banner should be no larger 
than 24” wide x36” tall and hang from a dowel rod. 
It should be primarily constructed of fabric or soft 
textiles. Additional materials may be used but overall 
weight should not exceed 3 pounds.

Talent Contest
The talent contest is held each year on Saturday 

night at the State Session. This is a great opportunity 
to entertain each other and share our talents. We 
apply a wide definition of talents and seek to present 
an array of great charm and diversity. Performers 
are welcome at the Talent Show even if you have 
no interest in being judge. Our hope is to have an 

entertaining and quality program at the Saturday 
banquet. Possibilities for entries include but are not 
limited to:

Music performance
Spoken word and storytelling
Dance and movement
Physical skills (juggling, baton twirling, etc.)
Practical arts (cooking demonstration, flower 

arranging, coaching)
Entries should be limited to 5 minutes or less. 

Entries can be solo or group.
Illinois will select one Best of Show talent 

representative to perform in the Evening of Excellence 
event at the National Session in Minneapolis, MN in 
November 2019.

Remember that all acts are representing their 
home Grange and presentation is a major component 
of any performance, so contestants are encouraged to 
dress and act appropriately. 

Taxation & Legislation
Policy Statement

 The Illinois State Grange supports taxation 
to fund the State and National Governments. Yet 
judicious management and consideration of existing 
and new taxes are necessary to ensure fair taxation. 
The American people often feel personally involved 
when their tax monies produce visible results. It is 
the duty of State and National Congresses to equally 
distribute and fairly distribute those taxes so as not to 
over burden any one demographic group.

 As the United States continues to grow, its 
cities are expanding at an increasing rate. This growth 
often overflows into rural areas and necessitates 
changes in local zoning. The Illinois State Grange 
encourages the notification of all affected residents 
on meetings to discuss anticipated changes.

 While the Illinois State Grange acknowledges 
that governments have the power to appropriate land 
and thereby negate owner’s rights, it believes that the 
owner’s rights are very important. The Illinois State 
Grange encourages careful and judicious use of this 
power. It should only be used for the betterment of 
the public and should never be used to acquire land 
for private developers.

 The Illinois State Grange believes that every 
person should be protected by his or her constitutional 
rights. Yet children often are unaware of those rights 
when questioned by law enforcement agencies. 
The Illinois State Grange supports enforcement of 
people’s rights, especially children, by the Attorney 
General’s office.

Illinois State Grange supports
1. Opposes the reinstatement of the Illinois 

State Inheritance Tax. 
2. The Illinois State Grange supports that 50% 

of school funding be drawn from property tax, the 
remaining 50% to be drawn from other revenue 
sources. 

3. The restoration of the real estate transfer tax 
for reliable funding of Illinois conservation programs. 

4. The freezing of real estate taxes of the 
primary residence only of anyone over the age of 65. 

5. Our government requiring voter approval on 
any tax increase over the previous year’s Consumer 
Price index. 

6. Placing Social Security and Medicare 
monies in safe accounts that cannot be used for any 
other purposes. 

7. Legislation requiring the EPA to publish an 
annual, public report of all revenue and expenditures. 

8. Legislation requiring that, within 30 days 
of any annexation or rezoning meetings, public 
mailings be made to all landowners within one mile 
of all portions of the subject property. 

9. Legislation enabling the purchase of 
development rights through the implementation of 
impact fees on new residential developments. 

10. Legislation protecting owner’s rights and 
allowing them to determine what happens to their 
land. 

11. Farm use structures being included in the 
Farmland Assessment Act. 

12. The repeal of the Illinois Quick Take law. 
13. The Illinois Attorney General to ensure the 

enforcement of all individuals’ rights, especially 
children, under the Miranda act. 
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Insurance
Policy Statement

Health care costs, the delivery of healthcare 
and how medical insurance impacts all of these 
issues continue to be of great concern to Illinois 
residents.

With health care costs rising, many insurance 
companies and HMOs are looking for ways to cut 
costs. This compromises the care a patient is entitled 
to receive. The Illinois State Grange continues 
to support legislation to ensure that health and 
prescription benefits are affordable to all.

The state of the economy is also a concern to 
healthcare. Many companies have ceased subsidizing 
their employees’ health insurance, reduced the 
amount of subsidization or laid off workers. As a 
result, many are now faced with the task of finding 
affordable health insurance for themselves and their 
family or requiring more of their already tightly 
strapped paycheck to continue the same coverage.

Natural disasters, such as the wild fires, hurricanes, 
tornadoes and flooding, and terrorist attacks put 
more pressure on already tight financial conditions 
of many insurance companies. This makes it difficult 
for many to provide adequate insurance on their 
homes and for their family.

The Illinois State Grange believes that it is a 
privilege to drive a motor vehicle and with that 
privilege come the responsibility to provide adequate 
vehicle insurance. It supports legislation that requires 
everyone to carry insurance and for the appropriate 
resources to support those laws.

Illinois State Grange Supports
1. Legislation that would require lower 

premiums for health care insurance for people 
without work, people who have recently lost their 
jobs and for lower income people. 

2.  Legislation that would allow HMOs to 
set standards as guidelines for doctors to prescribe 
treatment but allow doctors, without penalty, to make 
exceptions to the standards when their judgment 
determines a different source of treatment. 

3. The use of COBRA Insurance. 
4. Legislation that would require private 

insurance companies that use the term Medicare to 
identify their programs must provide a disclaimer 
in large print and verbally inform their customers 
that they are not part of the governmental Medicare 
program. 

14. The enforcement of existing laws to prevent 
the sale of banned firearms and ammunition to 
disqualified buyers and dealers. 

15. The combination of Veteran’s day with the 
day of General Elections or any other special day. 

16. Opposing media mergers where one 
company can control all forms of media, and 
encouraging the FCC to provide opportunities for 
small and medium sized media companies to be able 
to compete. 

17. Legislation that limits telemarketers to call 
only between the hours of 10 AM and 8 PM local 
times. 

18. Legislation requiring random drug tests for 
all correctional facility and prison employees and 
inmates. 

19. Legislation prohibiting the assessment of 
more than one Automatic Teller transaction fee for 
each transaction. 

20. The channeling of US Postal Service profits 
into better quality control of mail deliveries. 

21. Legislation banning the use of cellular 
phones by the driver of a vehicle in motion. 

FAC News
Jennifer Tobin-Tinch
sportzfan215@yahoo.com

Hello All! I hope this finds you all doing well 
and dried out from all the rain of the spring. Please 
be working on projects to submit at Illinois State 
Grange Session in September. I am looking forward 
to seeing how creative everyone is.  I know there 
is something here for any and all to make.  I have 
included all the categories again because a question 
had been emailed to me and I want to make sure that 
you know all of the projects you can make. 

I am looking for pictures from each Grange to 
use as part of the centerpieces for the FAC luncheon. 
Please email them to me because I would hate to 
see an original photo get ruined. Please include the 
name of your Grange in your email. I am looking for 
photos thru the years-from the oldest to the newest 
ones you have. Please, please email me your photos! 
If you are not computer savvy, please ask someone in 
your Grange that is. I’m looking forward to sharing 
these memories at the luncheon. 

See you in September!
FAC Contest Rules:
1. Only one entry per Grange member may be 

submitted in each class.
2. Entry must have been made/finished between 

Sept. 2018-Sept. 2019.
3. Awards will be given in each class. One BEST 

OF SHOW will be chosen from all
    the FAC Project entries to be sent to National 

Grange Session for display.
4. Group # and Class letter, member and Grange 

name must be included with each entry. 
Please indicate if you want your item returned or 

donated to the FAC Raffle. Also, please 
include at time of check in the name of the 

responsible party for the entry at State Session.
5. All entries must have an open back for judging. 

Finished quilt and sewing items are excluded.
6. All items must be entered no later than 12pm 

Noon on Friday, Sept. 13, 2019. No elimination.
2019 FAC Contest 

GROUP 1-NIFTY NEEDLES: KNIT GROUP 
2-NIFTY NEEDLES:CROCHET 

Class A - Afghan Baby         Class A - Afghan 
Baby

Class B - 2 piece or more Baby Ensemble         Class B 
- 2 piece or more Baby Ensemble

Class C - Hat, Scarf, & Mitten/Glove Set Class 
C - Hat, Scarf, & Mitten/Glove Set

Class D - Afghan         Class D - Afghan
Class E - Table Runner or Doily         Class E - 

Table Runner or Doily
Class F - Other (dish clothes, pot holders) Class F 

-Other(dish clothes, pot holders)
GROUP 3  - EMBROIDERY
Class A - Pillowcases (Pair)
Class B - Handkerchief or napkins
Class C - Other embroidery 

project (not plastic canvas) 
GROUP 4 - COUNTED CROSS STITCH (not in 
frame and back must be open for judging)

Class A - Any item 6x6 or smaller
Class B - Any item 6x6 or larger 
GROUP 5 - QUILTING
Class A - 12x12 Pieced Square (unfinished)
Class B - Hand Quilted Quilt (finished)
Class C - Machine Quilted Quilt (finished)
Class D - Rag Quilt
Class E - Quilted Handbag or Tote 

GROUP 6 - JEWELRY
Class A - Homemade Gift Set-Necklace, bracelet, 

& earrings
Class B - Miscellaneous Homemade Jewelry 

GROUP 7 - DECORATIVE WREATH
Class A - Floral
Class B - Non-floral 

GROUP 8 - FOODS Please enclose items in a ziplock 
bag so the bakery item is completely covered. Attach 
entry form to the small serving used for judging. 
Attach the recipe to the larger item. The larger item 
will be included in FAC Raffle. 

Class A - Cookies any flavor  3 on a small plate 
and 12 on a large plate.

Class B - Keto Cookies any flavor 3 on a small 
plate and 12 on a large plate.

Class C - Bread: White, Wheat, or Rye ½ loaf on 
a small plate and large loaf.

Class D - Quick Bread: Banana, Pumpkin, 
Zucchini ½ loaf on a small plate and large loaf.  
GROUP 9 - CARDS   Note- 4 different cards for 
each class. Please enclose cards in a ziplock bag with 
entry form taped to the outside.

Class A - Birthday
Class B - Christmas
Class C - Any other occasion/holidays
GROUP 10 -RECYCLE/REPURPOSE
Class A - Recycle/repurpose a pair of jeans into a 

purse or tote bag
Class B - Recycle/repurpose a 

shirt or dress into an apron or a pillow 

FOR JUNIORS ONLY
Eligibility: Must be a Junior Grange member 

or a grandchild/child of a Subordinate member 
when that Grange does not have an active Junior 
Grange. Age must be included on entry form. 
GROUP 10 - Decorated T-Shirt - Design/make a 
Junior themed shirt, using a red t-shirt. Cannot have 
any professional printing on it.

Class A - 5-7 years
Class B - 8-10 years
Class C - 11-14 years 

GROUP 11 - FOODS Please enclose items in a 
ziplock bag so the bakery item is completely covered. 
Attach recipe securely onto small serving that is used 
for judging. The larger item will be included in FAC 
Raffle. 

Class A - Bar Cookies (not Rice Krispie Treats) 3 
on a small plate and 12 on a large plate.   Ages 5-7 
years, 8-10, 11-14

Class B - Trail Mix using dried fruits, nuts, cereal, 
crackers, etc for a unique mixture

1 snack size bag and 1 quart size bag.  Ages 5-7, 
8-10, 11-14

GROUP 12 CARDS  Note- 4 different cards for 
each class. Please enclose cards in a ziplock bag with 
entry form taped to the outside.

Class A - Birthday Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14
Class B - Christmas  Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-14
Class C - Any other occasion/holidays  Ages 5-7, 

8-10, 11-14

Blast From The Past
By Beverly Smith, Historian

“Old Glory” “The Stars and Stripes” or our 
“American Flag”.  

We honor our American flag on special federal 
holidays, government buildings, sporting events 
and other special occasions.  We as Grangers always 
respect our American flag, say the pledge of allegiance 
and sing our national anthem.  I have two pamphlets 
in my Grange pamphlet collection pertaining to the 
American flag.  (The Grange and the American Flag 
and The Grange Flag Presentation Ceremony)   The 
National Grange printed the proper way to present 
the flag and encourage uniformity among the states.  
They established the “Approved Flag Ceremony” at 
the 1946 Annual meeting of the National Grange.  

The Steward should complete unfurling the flag 
before the Assistant Stewards and Flag Bearer reach 
his/her position.   The Assistant Stewards and the 
Flag Bearer present the flag at the Altar.  The Flag 
Bearer takes one half step forward, in front of but not 
over the Altar.  After giving the pledge of allegiance 
and singing one verse of the Star Spangled Banner, 
they proceed to the right of the Master’s station.   The 
American flag is placed in its receptacle with the 
stripes pointing toward the Master’s station, always 
displayed on the right of the speaker.  An interesting 
suggestion in one pamphlet is if there is a veteran 
in the Grange, he should have the honor of serving 
as Flag Bearer.  The Grace occupying the center 
position shall be the Flag Bearer, which is different 
from Illinois’ way.   

God Bless America as we appreciate our Freedom!
Good Deeds 
From People, Pride and Progress:  The Sears 

Roebuck Foundation partnered with the National 
Grange to promote a community service contest in 
1947.  An article in the “National Grange Monthly” 
September issue Illinois Granger John Knoebel, a 
farmer and member of Shiloh Valley Grange in St. 
Clair County, had been quarantined for diphtheria 
and his 42 acres of wheat needed to be harvested, 12 
acres of soybeans were yet to be drilled and 70 acres of 
corn demanded cultivation.  Unknown to him, fellow 
Grange members had discussed his predicament at 
their meeting and a few days later 35 of them showed 
up with their farm equipment, making quick work 
of Knoebel’s chores.  That same day another Shiloh 
Valley granger was killed in an auto accident and the 
same crew harvested his crops.  Grange women also 
provided lunch for all the workers.  

They did not receive first place but they exhibited 
the great spirit of community service.   I have heard 
of other great stories of Grangers helping Grangers 
and I am sure you have too.  
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Lecturer’s Column, 
November 2018
The Lecturer’s Department maintains a rich tradition 
of encouraging excellence in expressions of cultural, 
educational, and creative pursuits in our Granges and 
members. In that tradition these are the categories for 
competition and display for the 2019 Illinois State 
Session and National Contests. My hope is to have the 
widest possible participation. In 2018, entrants ranged in 
age from 7 to 95. But we had many categories with only 
one or two entries. Let’s try to get at least one entry from 
each Subordinate Grange.
National Contests
Exact details will be available after the National Session 
for these categories. We can assume they will be similar, 
but I will publish updated details after the first of the 
year.
National Photography Contest:
Two categories: Junior (age 5-14) and Adult (age 14 and 
up) Age is determined  by age on January 1, 2019.
Photos must be 8”x10” or 8”x12”
One entry per person, but not limited by State of 
representation
Quilted Items Contest
Unfinished Quilt Block – Pattern to be determined
Finished Fabric Quilted Items
Illinois State Grange Lecturer’s Contests
One entry per member may be submitted in each class. 
Must be made this Grange year.
Eligibility – All Subordinate and Junior Grange 
members. Junior entries may also include grandchildren 
of Subordinate members. 
Backing is required for all photos and artwork. This is so 
the entry will not be damaged by fingerprints, handling, 
pushpins, or any metal clip that will display the entry. 
NO FRAMES. 
Categories- There will be one category for Subordinate 
Grange members and 3 age groups for Juniors: 5-7 yr 
old, 8-10 yr old and 11-14 yr old. Age determined by 
age as of January 1, 2019.
The Illinois State Lecturer reserves the right to choose 
to not display any entry deemed inappropriate within 
Grange values. Themes including nudity, obscenity, or 
violence.
Photography
The photography contest seeks to recognize excellence 
in photographic images.
Color and black and white photography will be judged 
in the same category.
Only prints are accepted for judging. No slides. Prints 
may be made by a commercial process but must have 
been taken by the entrant personally within this Grange 
year. No altering with use of photo editing software is 
allowed. 
Photo size can range between 5”x7” and 8”x12”. Prints 
must be mounted on a rigid backing, not to exceed ¾” 
beyond the edge of the photograph. Exception: If the 
photo is intended to be sent to National Grange Photo 
contest, it should be mounted and matted according to 
those guidelines. Frames are not allowed.
No professional photographers (an individual who’s 
primary living is from photography) may enter.
Specific categories will be given after final rules of 
National Contest are announced.
Creative Writing
May be handwritten, typed, or printed from a computer. 
Handwriting must be legible and neat using black or 
blue ink pen. Typed or printed should be double-spaced, 
size 12 font or larger.

Prairie Junior Grange 
#20 Activities
Jennifer Tobin-Tinch
sportzfan215@yahoo.com

Greeting’s from Prairie Junior Grange # 20! We 
participated in the Food Kart Frenzy with the other 
Grange’s of Boone County and did GREAT!! I want 
to thank Grimaldo and Janeth Hererra and their 
children for taking this on and leading us in terrific 
form and doing so well to help the people of our 
community!! 

The Junior’s are going to busy in the upcoming 
weeks working on projects for the Boone County 
Fair and for Illinois State Grange Session. We will 
meet on Friday, July 5, 2019 from 6pm-8pm to work 
on projects for the BCF. I am looking forward to 
seeing the creativity of all the Junior’s. Have a great 
summer!!

June 2019 Agriculture
By Albert Q. Ebel, III
ISG Ag Chairman

What a spring and summer we have had and still 
are having. It just seems to keep raining, raining, and 
more rain. Crops were mostly planted by late June, 
but many were still trying to get beans planted during 
the end of June, and still there are many fields that are 
yet being sprayed, but not planted and some fields 

Illinois State 
Grange Pomona

Well once again, State Session is quickly 
approaching.  I apologize for not being there last year 
to fill my chair and position.  I would like to thank 
Heather Ellwanger for filling in for me.  As some 
of you know, our granddaughter got married during 
Session last year and also our neice.  Two weddings 
on the same day, a couple hours apart and also about 
45 minutes away from each other.  Then we finished 
the night off at our granddaughter’s reception.  So 
glad we were able to be there but we truly missed 
our Grange Family.  This was the first State Session 
we had missed.

We are so looking forward to holding our State 
Session at the Boone County Fairgrounds this year.  
It promises to be filled with new and

fun things to do.  We have not been involved in 
any of the planning meetings as they are always held 
on Thursday evenings and that is when we attend 
church, but we have heard several reports and the 
excitement is building.  Hopefully everyone will 
come with an open mind and a cheerful attitude, 
ready to have fun.  Everything is being planned to 
make it more affordable so more can attend and be 
involved.  If you’ve never attended a State Session, 
this will be your chance!

Really the State Pomona does not have many 
duties during the year so I will list more in my state 
report.  I have been quite busy  being involved in my 
home Grange, Prairie and Pomona Grange  Time to 
get working on some more projects to enter in the 
contest.  I am having shoulder surgery next month so 
I better get a move on it.  See you all in September!

Patti Lee
Illinois State Pomona

Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation, not 
copied from another source. 
Length not to exceed 300 words.
Creative writing prose topic:
This year the topics are opposites for adults and for 
juniors.
Adults: “What if I could be a child again?”
Juniors: “What I will do when I am an adult.
Capture your memories and your dreams in words.
Creative writing poetry topic:
“Change”
Poetry can be written in free verse or in traditional forms.  
We’re looking for poems that move us, that might make 
us laugh or cry, or teach us something new. Poems should 
note exceed one page in length.
Creative writing winning entries may be read at the Talent 
Show at the Illinois State Session.
Media Arts & Crafts
We seek to recognize all types of visual arts.
Work must be original, the entrant’s own creation.
No frames or glass. Fragile items are displayed at the 
entrant’s risk.
Painting/Drawing/Pastels
Any subject or theme. All media (oils, watercolors, 
pencil, etc.) will be judged in one category. Works should 
not exceed 30”x30”.
Dimensional Media
Any subject or theme. Sculpture, pottery, weaving, 
textiles, paper-making, wood carving, etc are appropriate 
for this category and will be judged together. Works 
should not exceed 18”x18”x18”.
Personal Collection
Assemble and display 12 related items. Make sure each 
item’s relation to the collection is apparent. Provide a 50 
word overview of the collection theme. All items should 
be anchored securely to a sturdy base or backing. The 
collection may be anything of intellectual or cultural 
interest. stamps, rocks, stickers, trading cards, dried 
flowers, etc. Judging will be based on interest and 
creativity of the collection theme.
Handcrafted Holiday Tree Ornaments
Use your skill to make three ornaments suitable for 
decorating a tree. Ornaments can celebrate Christmas 
or any other seasonal holiday of your choice. The 
ornaments should not be identical, but should be related 
by theme, methods, or materials. Materials and methods 
can be anything you choose. Ornaments will be judged 
on craftsmanship, creativity, and appearance.
Recycling Focus Project: Recycling Poster
Create an eye-catching, informative, and persuasive 
poster encouraging Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. The 
poster should be appropriate for display at a public space, 
such as Grange Hall, Library, Church, or School, etc. 
Poster should be no smaller than 11”x17” and not exceed 
24”x36”
JUNIORS ONLY: Web-based Project
This contest seeks to recognize creativity on the Internet. 
This can be a website, game, information project, 
podcast, video, blog entry, or other web entity. Items 
will be judged based on overall quality, creative input, 
educational merit, and technical proficiency. Items should 
be submitted with the complete URL address. Projects 
will be visible for judging and inspection by public on a 
large screen monitor in the Lecturer’s contest area.
Illinois Banner Design: Group Grange Competition
This competition has two purposes:
1. Provide an opportunity for collaboration and 
group effort in creating an entry.
2. Celebrate our individual Granges in a fun way to 
share our heritage at State Session.
One entry is allowed from each Subordinate Grange. 
Create a banner that commemorates your individual 
Grange identity and influence in the community and 
state. The banner should be no larger than 24” wide x36” 
tall and hang from a dowel rod. It should be primarily 
constructed of fabric or soft textiles. Additional materials 
may be used but overall weight should not exceed 3 
pounds.

I’m giving this contest another shot. We had no entries 
in 2018, but I realized in thinking about this for my own 
Grange, the burden of celebrating Illinois Bicentennial 
AND our individual Granges made it unreasonably 
difficult. I think it would be a great way to celebrate our 
diversity by displaying these at State Session. Hopefully 
we can get a few this year which will in turn inspire 
efforts by other granges in subsequent years.
This will be conducted as a judged and as a “People’s 
Choice” competition.  Two winners will be selected, one 
based on judges’ assessment and one based on voting by 
attendees at the State Sessions.
Talent Contest
The talent contest is held each year on Saturday night 
at the State Session. This is a great opportunity to 

where the weeds are coming strong.
I have heard more than one horror story of 

farmers and even from the people with the farmers 
markets, they seem to be in the same boat. Some 
truck patches are faring better than many of the field 
crops, however, that also remains to be seen.

For those of you who have planted gardens, I 
hope you have looked at the Granger for a list of the 
contest categories or see your subordinate Grange 
Ag chairman for a copy. I truly hope that you will try 
and attend the state session and bring some produce 
and flowers with you, the more the better.

Lastly, I hope that you will join the committee 
and me for our Agricultural breakfast on Saturday 
morning. The breakfast sounds good and we will 
have a great speaker, the current President, Mr. Ken 
Ramsey of the Boone County Land Preservation, 
will address the group on the current concerns. It 
should be a very good and informative presentative.

Until next month, think sunshine and dryer 
weather.

Big Thunder Grange
Master Dave Geske started our meeting at 7 PM 

June 27th with Pledge of Alligence and a Prayer by 
Al Henninger.  The secretary read her report from 
the May meeting, the treasurer was sick.  

Grange Superhero Food Cart Frenzy was a 
success.  Habitat for Humanity will be September 
21st. We will be serving them lunch.

Pomona Clean-up night will be July 24th at 5 
PM at the Fairgrounds.

It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since we lost 
our Big Thunder Member Randy Bunger.  He was 
involved in many organizations.  He was a great 
husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle and a 
great friend to so many people.  We all miss his 
smile, his jokes and his heart of gold.  RIP Randy, 
you are an angel now!!!



   Illinois Granger June, 2019     7
Leroy Continued from page 3

Midwest Leadership 
Conference

The following Illinois State Grangers attended 
the Midwest Leadership Conference in Indiana.  
They were:  Lynette Schaeffer and Bailey McDonald, 
Gary and Elaine Hecathorne, Phillip and Tracey 
Jones, Robin and Karrie Kindberg, Trisha, Katie 
and Cassie Renken, Vivian Johnson, Karie and Ruth 
Blasingame.  It was a great conference, had very 
interesting workshops and a lot of fun was had by 
all.  The only negative was no air conditioning!!!!!   
But we survived.  

Cassie Renken won for her prepared speech in 
her age category and she also won with her sign-
a-song.  Phillip Jones won for impromptu speech.  
Phillip and Tracey Jones will represent Illinois at 
National as our Young Couple.

Next year Illinois will host the Midwest 
Leadership Conference.

entertain each other and share our talents. We apply a 
wide definition of talents and seek to present an array of 
great charm and diversity. Performers are welcome at the 
Talent Show even if you have no interest in being judge. 
Our hope is to have an entertaining and quality program 
at the Saturday banquet. Possibilities for entries include 
but are not limited to:
Music performance
Spoken word and storytelling
Dance and movement
Physical skills (juggling, baton twirling, etc.)
Practical arts (cooking demonstration, flower arranging, 
coaching)
Entries should be limited to 5 minutes or less. Entries 
can be solo or group. Illinois will select one Best of 
Show talent representative to perform in the Evening of 
Excellence event at the National Session in Minneapolis, 
MN in November 2019.
Remember that all acts are representing their home 
Grange and presentation is a major component of any 
performance, so contestants are encourage to dress and 
act appropriately. 

Lecturer’s Column, 
July 2019
Dear Grangers:

How soon we find ourselves deep in the midst of 
summer. Concerns about planting and dealing with all 
the rain have probably kept our attention, but as we 
slow down a little as we approach July, it’s a good time 
to think about summer programs.

I’ve found more and more that people take more 
varied and unusual vacation trips, either independently 
or on various tours. Sharing these experiences can 
be a great way to connect with each other and learn 
something, too. But the old idea of having an extended 
program by a single person can be daunting.

A good alternative is to challenge each member to 
share ONE thing of interest from a recent excursion. 
This quick format will include many more people, 
make it easy for each person to prepare, and most 
likely provide a greater range of ideas to appeal to 
everyone.

I’ll share something I just experienced to give the 
idea some legs.

I traveled to Washington, DC earlier this month 
to present at a professional conference related to my 
work. I had some extra time and decided to go visit 
Mount Vernon, George Washington’s home and 
estate, which is in Alexandria, Virginia, just south of 
the capital.  I’d been there before a number of years 
ago, but I wanted to refresh my experience there. I 
imagine many of you have visited this beautiful place 
over the years as well.

But my guide pointed out something that I never 
saw before that made me very proud to be part of 
the American farm community. The grandest room 
in the mansion is called the “New Room.” It was 
the last part of the house Washington planned and 
built. It was not completed until after Washington 
was President and he designed it to reflect what 
he was most proud of because he intended to use 
it to entertain his distinguished guests. But instead 
of using imagery related to his career as a military 
general or his success as the first president, he chose 
to call out his identity as a farmer. Throughout 
the plaster in the room, there are numerous 

either or both days.
NEW BUSINESS
Fundraiser - Shoe Drive -  Denise stated we 

will start collecting shoes and can store them at 
the Grange building.  Jen is working on filling 
out the information needed to obtain our Federal 
Tax ID number.

Strawberry Shortcake booth -  Sign up sheet is 
available to work in the booth at the fair.  Tickets 
are also available, let Jen know if you would like 
some for pre sales.

State Session  - Saturday, September 14th, 
we will be serving breakfast.  Will get more 
information from Ruth Blasingame.

Habitat For Humanity -  Paul will be getting 
a hold of coordinator so we can plan on helping 
out in some way.         

Denise asked if we could take up a collection  
for fabric donation for the pediatric surgery 
department at Mercy Health, so sewers can make 
fun surgical caps for the kids.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, July 
10th at 6:00 p.m. at our Grange building.   Brats 
and burgers will be provided by the Grange, 
everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass and our 
honorees for our Distinguished Grange will be 
invited and presented with a plaque.

Meeting adjourned  - Calvin motioned to 
adjourn, 2nd by Joe.  Meeting adjourned.

County Line
June 12 was our regular meeting. Thanks 

to Terry, Stephanie and Sara for hosting.  Minutes 
and Treasurer reports were read and approved.  
Committee reports were given.

We helped serve food for the Relay-for-Life event 
held June 1 at the fairgrounds. We also participated in 
the Food-Cart-Frenzy June 8.  County Line won best 
decorated float.  Congratulations to us.

Belvidere’s Heritage Days parade is June 30 and 
we are going to have a float in the parade.  Habitat-
for-Humanity has a need for lunches to be provided 
to their workers.  We are providing lunches to them 
on July 6 and 27.

Our State Grange Delegates have been selected.  
They are Ruth Brodeske and Tamra Brauer.  This will 
be a very good experience for them.  Thanks Ladies.

  We are sponsoring Joellen’s granddaughter 
Taryn in the Little Miss contest in the Boone County 
Fair.  Good luck to her.

Congratulations to Jason and Jen Schmeling on 
the birth of their son.

  It was really great to see Butch  back at our 
meeting and recovering well.

Noah has his garden growing so he can have 
vegetable entries in the State Grange Convention.  
Come on everyone and give him competition! 

Troy Grove Grange  
 Troy Grove Grange met June 20, 2019 at 7 

PM at the Hall. 6 sisters and 1 brother were present. 
     Community Service Chairman Ethel Bauer 
reported the flags for Veterans had been placed 
in Troy Grove and Peterstown cemeteries over 
Memorial Day.  Several of the flag holders had 
been damaged or were missing.  The nominations 
for Granger and non-member Community 
Service persons of 2019 have been submitted. 
    Agriculture Chairman Jim Weber reported the wet 
weather continues.  Planting has been held up due to 
ponding and muddy fields.  Farmers are attempting 
to put crops in as able.  Crops that were planted early 
look poor.  Many new taxes will begin July 1, 2019, 
among which is the motor fuel tax that will double. 
    In communications, Janet Plote reported 
that a new contract with the Post Office has 
been negotiated. We will be charged 2% for 
management fee rather than the 4% requested 
prior. Yearly rent will be increased to $6000.00. 
    The next meeting of Troy Grove Grange will be 
July 18, 2019. There will be a potluck picnic at 6:00 
before the meeting at the Hall.

representations of farm 
equipment (hoes, rakes, 
scythes) and agriculture 
products (wheat, corn, 
tobacco). The guide 
mentioned that in his 
journals he noted that 
he wanted first of his 
accomplishments to be 
recognized as a farmer.  
I thought that was 
pretty cool.

So as the summer 
continues and you 
find yourself in new 
places, keep your eyes 
and ears open to new 
and interesting things. 
And you might find 
as surprise, as I did, 
about our agricultural 
heritage.
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Chaplain’s Corner    
Charlotte Mehrtens

July 4th Independence Day. What does that 
mean to you?

Gosh it’s been a long time since I reread the 
meaning of independence.  Perhaps it’s time 
for everyone to read what it means to America.  
Why not go ahead and search the internet or 
dictionary, or ask your kids. Find out what the 
schools are teaching about our land, our country 
and America.  I bet some of us would be very 
surprised by the answers we would hear, what 
do you think?  Did you know that on June 14th 
1954 President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a 
measure to add the phrase “under God” to the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  We have so much to be 
thankful for.  Our freedoms are many.  “God is 
first, and then everything else will fall into place.

We have a song at church that I love. It is 
“Awesome God” and goes like this

“Our God is an awesome God: He reigns from 
heaven above 

With wisdom, power and love. Our God is an 
awesome God, 

Our God is an awesome God He reigns from 
heaven above, With wisdom, 

Power and love. Our God is an awesome God; 
Our God is an awesome God.”

What an AWESOME God we have even when 
we feel there is nothing left to be thankful for we 
really do have a lots to thank our Father for. We 
know that many are hurting from the floods, they 
have lost their crops, and their income but I pray 
that they can fine hope to continue in their work. 
We also pray for loved ones who struggle with 
health issues, lost loved ones this past month. 
Let us rejoice in life and know our God is an 
AWESOME GOD.

148th Annual Session of the Illinois 
State Grange Schedule of Events

Boone County Fairgrounds, Belvidere, IL September 13-15, 2019
Thursday, September 12, 2019
5:00 PM- All Grange Pot Luck Picnic – Grange Food Pavilion
6:00 PM  Executive Committee Meeting – Administration Building
Friday, September 13, 2019
8:30 AM – Noon 
Registration & Contest entries in place in display room
9:00 AM – Noon
Tour of Grange Museum, Reed Schoolhouse, Administration Bldg.  Up and Down, Grange Hall Up
10:00 State Officers Practice      Sixth Degree Practice 
11:30 BBQ Hot Dog lunch – $1 Tip Jar, Hospitality Area
1:00 PM Open in the Sixth Degree – Lynette Schaeffer, Master
Open to all Delegates and Grangers attending
Roll Call of Officers   Close in the Sixth Degree    Open in the Fourth Degree
Presentation of TBA (Nat’l Rep,   Honored Guest) 
Presentation of local official – Belvidere Mayor Mike Chamberlain
Response –Karie Blasingame, Overseer
Roll Call of Delegates  
Adoption of Order of Business – Frank D. Wurth, Chair Exec Comm  
Meeting place for 2020 – Springfield IL   Northfield Inn
nvitation of Meeting Place 2021 Reports –Treasurer (Budget), Secretary (By the Numbers), 
Exec Committee 
2:15PM Recess  
2:30PM     Election of Officers 
Appointment of Session Committees Assignment of Resolutions 
Committee Instruction by Master and Overseer Resolutions to the committees     
4:00PM     Grange Closed in the Fourth Degree (Take possessions with you) 
Committee Meetings
6:00PM Main Banquet
7:00PM Evening Program – theme Grange Heroes
Introduction of Special Invited Guests 
Address of State Master – Lynette Schaeffer
Community Service Awards – Tracey Jones, Director
Membership Awards – LindaKay Ebel, Director
8:30 PM DJ in Building 3, Stephanie Dinges – DJ, Dancing, Karaoke
8:30PM Committee Meetings
8:30 PM Firepits, smores, fellowship
Saturday, September 14, 2019
7:00AM      Ag Chairman: Al Ebel III           Speaker: ??
7:30AM      Ag Breakfast -Al Ebel III - Director
8:15AM     Opening in Fourth Degree              
         Roll Call of State Officers 
         Roll Call of Delegates 
         Reading and Adopting of Minutes            
8:45AM     Junior Grange Drill, Report and Awards, Mindy Schiefer, Director
9:15AM     Report – Committee on Finance & Accounts  
9:30AM     Committee Reports 
10:00AM Recess
10:15AM Committee Reports 
11:30AM Family Homemaking Projects Luncheon –Jennifer Tobin-Tinch Director 
1:15 PM Fifth Degree Obligation – Karie Blasingame
Conferring of Sixth Degree – IL State Grange Officers
3:00PM Recess 
3:15pm Grange Historian – Beverly Smith; Legislative – David Donley                                             
Communications Director– Ruth Blasingame; 
4:00PM     National Grange Representative Report/Workshop 
Committee Reports
5:00PM Grange Closed in Fourth Degree (Take possessions with you)
6:30PM Youth/Young Adults Banquet – theme “Hoedown” – Karie Blasingame, Director
7:30PM    Evening Program 
Talent Show – Ethan Edwards, Lecturer           
Youth Reception - 
Auction
8:30 PM   Dale Rhode and Crossroads – Entertainment Pavilion
Sunday, September 15, 2019
7:00AM Grab and Go Breakfast, donation – hospitality area
8:00AM   Celebration of Life – Charlotte Mehrtens 
8:45AM    Opening in the Fourth Degree – Youth/Young Adults Officers
       Roll Call of Youth Officers 
                Roll Call of State Officers
       Roll Call of Delegates  
       Reading of State Minutes
9:00AM   FAC/AG – Final Reports and Sash Transfers
        Community Service Booklets, – Tracey Jones, Director
      Lecturer Report – Ethan Edwards
      Committee Reports                                                                                                       
              Completion of Remaining Business/Installation of Officers
               Closing of the 147th Annual Session

Valerie Jean Tinberg 1953-2018 Leroy Grange

Celestia Matheson 1928-2018 County Line Grange

Lori Turner 1955-2018 Flora Grange

Robinette Simerl 1928-2018 Big Thunder Grange

Rogene Littlejohn 1940-2018 Flora Grange

Rogene served as the Illinois State Grange Lady 
Assistant Steward for more than 20 years.  She also 
served in other State Offices including Flora.  She 
helped out with the Youth and the Juniors at as many 
events as she could.  Rogene volunteered at the Relay 
for Life, the Boone County Fair, her church and did 
many hours of community service for her Grange.  
She will be greatly missed.


