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In essentials...Unity
In non-essentials...Liberty

In all things...Charity

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Jun 8 – Food Cart Frenzy – PG Countryside Market – theme Grange Heros -  8am 

Jun 8 – Flora Grange Flapjack Fundraiser at Belvidere Applebee’s

Jun 18 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ

June 28-30 – Midwest Grange Leadership Conference - Indiana

Jul 8 – Boone County Fair Ticket Office Opens 8 am

Jul 16 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ

July 23-28 – Grange Revival

Aug 6-11 – Boone County Fair

Aug 11 – Turkey Hill’s Ham & Peach Dinner

Sept 13-15 – Illinois State Grange Session – Belvidere

Oct 15-18 – Broad Hollow Branson trip

Oct 27 – Turkey Hill’s Wurstmarkt Dinner

Nov 4-9 -National Grange Session – Midwest host, Volunteers needed

Nov 17 – Flora Grange Roast Beef Dinner

Nov 19-21 – Broad Hollow Grange Christmas Branson trip

Recurring events:
Belleville Old Town Market every 1st Saturday beginning in May (THG)
THG BBQ every Thursday afternoon beginning in May
Please send me any important dates for your Grange.Lynette’s Visions and 

Wisdoms   May 2019
The weather in southern IL is once again 

WET, WET.   Well it is the WHOLE state that 
is wet.  We have gotten soybeans planted, but at 
this point no corn in the ground.  We are usually 
completed with both by now.  This weather is 
setting all kinds of records, and the flooding is 
sustained and at major flooding levels.   

Don and I were glad to attend the Grange 
picnic in Springfield, on May 18, our youngest 
granddaughters (Olivia and Lillian) had a great 
time.   We had lots of great food for the potluck.  
It looked like the campers were having a great 
time too.  The auctions for the Youth and Juniors 
seemed to do well, I believe the total collected 
was around $171 for the Juniors and $247.50 
for the Youth.  Thanks to those who donated and 
purchase items.  Thanks to those speakers for 
the contests and sign a song.  It was a great way 
to spend my birthday.  Thanks to Karie and the 
Youth for organizing everything.  

  June 28 – 30, 2019 will be the Midwest 
Regional Leaders and Youth Conference, at 
Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, IN.  I hope 
many IL Grangers will be able to attend.  There 
will be countless bits of information shared and 
fun time.  Paula Lohrman, Indiana Lecturer and 
the Indiana State Grange are hosting the event.  
I believe that Ethan Edwards, IL State Grange 
Lecturer will be providing a workshop.   Anyone 
wanting a ride contact me and we will see what 
we can do to coordinate the ride.

 At the Leadership Conference in Boone 
County I was asked about using the Grange 
emblem on a tombstone for a Granger.  If the 
engraver does not want to use the emblem please 
send me a note and I will send you a letter of 
authorization as a member in good standing.  

 The National Grange is planning a 
revival – camping trip in Ozark, AR at Mulberry 
Mountain Resort, July 23 -28, 2019.  Check the 
NationalGrange.org website for more details.  I 
think it will be a great time to meet Granges from 
across the country.  Don and I will be going.  

 Boone County and Winnebago 
County Pomona Granges are making plans 
for September 13 - 15, 2019 at Boone County 
Fairgrounds, Belvidere, IL, 148th State Session.  
They are planning a tour of the Grange owned 
fairgrounds on Friday morning.   I believe that 
the letters have been sent to all Granges with the 
details.  Please send resolutions and reservations 
at the appropriate time.  Also make 
reservations at the hotel or camping.  

I hope that many of you are 
collecting G bills for the National 
Grange expenses from IL, we will 
be collecting them at State Session.  
Please bring them to State Session.  At 
this point I have not been informed as 
to who will be our National Grange 
Representatives.   I am hoping to find 
out soon.   

 Plans are being made for the 2019 
National Grange Session in Bloomington, 
MN November 5-9.   Some of the jobs will be 
starting earlier.  There are many ‘jobs that you 
all can volunteer to assist.  Sign-up sheets will be 
available at State Session.   Remember that if you 
volunteer for 4 hours you get reimbursement of 
hotel room expenses.   Registration is now being 
taken online at the National Grange website.  
Please select meals, the National Grange needs 
to meet a food and beverage quota.  All the meals 
dispense information about Grange programs/
projects, legislative efforts, contest winners, 
etc.  I have just sent letters to IL businesses 
and Agriculture Commodity Groups to see if 
they would be interested in sponsoring parts of 
the session.  Please let me know if you have a 
contact with any businesses that might be willing 
to donate to National Grange session.   
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Prairie Grange Report
The April 15 meeting of Prairie Grange 

found members a little on the tired side since 
they had just gotten done with a very successful 
Consignment Auction. Committee reports were 
heard.

Prairie Grange donated money to the IL. 
State Grange Scholarship fund in honor of Sister 
Arlene McGee. The members also agreed to 
sponsor a contest at this year’s, National Session. 
We are still collecting G bills and Pennies for the 
National Grange Building. We are getting ready 
for Relay for Life, which will be Saturday June 
1st from 1-6pm at the Boone County Fairground. 
We are also preparing for Food Cart Frenzy on 
Saturday June 8th at 8am at Countryside Market 
in Poplar Grove. Meeting was adjourned in full 
form at 8:20pm.

May 20th found Prairie members enjoying 
a delicious meal in appreciation of all who 
helped make the Consignment Auction and all 
community service projects a huge success. 
Also we had the honor of listening to Brock 
Irwin present his speech “Protecting the world’s 
most valuable asset- The farmer.” He will be 
competing at the National Holstein Convention 
in Wisconsin the end of June. Good Luck Brock.

Illinois State Grange and Prairie Grange 
Scholarships were presented to the following 
students:

Brock Irwin- Graduated from Kaskaskia 
College and will transfer to the University Of 
Wisconsin Black River Falls in the fall to major 
in dairy science

Adam Ellwanger – attending Rock Valley 
College and is majoring in Fire Science.

Jackie Anderson- attending Judson University 
and is majoring in early childhood education.

Rachel Myers – attending the University of 

Boone County 
Pomona
Karrie Kindberg
Pomona Publicity Chairman

The Boone County Pomona May 1st meeting 
was called to order by President Ruth Blasingame 
at 7:30pm. Before the meeting officially opened 
two 4-H’ers gave a speech, Genna Ellingson 
spoke about succulent success (aka plants) 
and Sophia Mirabel spoke on the women’s 
suffrage movement. These speeches were 
very informative. We also had Anna Pavoris, a 
representative from the Boone County Baby 
Bank, she talked about her nonprofit organization 
that we donated items to.

After the minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved, it was time for committee reports. 
Fairboard reported that everything for the 2019 
Fair is underway. Sunshine finds a few members 
in the hospital or recovering from surgeries. 
Karie Blasingame reminded everyone about the 
state wide picnic and camping weekend on May 
17-19th at the KOA Campgrounds in Springfield. 
Juniors are starting to work on projects for fair 
and state session, as well as helping out at Relay 
for Life on June 1st. The Health Education 
Welfare committee encouraged everyone to get 
a measles booster due to 700 cases in the US. Al 
Ebel reported that most of the corn and beans are 
still in the bag due to too much rain that farmers 
can’t get in the fields yet.

Subordinate Grange reports are as follows:
Big Thunder- Thanked everyone who came to 

their pancake breakfast. Also their storage release 
was a success.

County Line- Thanked everyone who attended 
their spaghetti dinner to help support local 
4-Her’s.

Flora- Invited everyone to their pancake 
fundraiser on June 8th and invited Grangers to 
help at their Safety Town Camp coming up from 
June 11-14th at the fairgrounds.

Beaver Valley- Thanked everyone who came 
out to the VFW for their Trivia Night, it was a fun 
time had by all.

Beaver Valley Grange
Beaver Valley Grange met at Boone County 

Community Grange Hall on May 10, 2019 at 7:00 
pm. Guests present were Jean Thornberry, State 
Deputy and her husband Marion. Community 
Service project was discussed for the next 
Pomona project and it is suggested the 815 Teen 
Shelter, we need more information. Discussion 
on what Beaver Valley Grange will be doing for 
the Illinois State Session in September. Secretary 
Renee provided a list of the meals and reminded 
us that each family will need to pay $5.00. Susan 
Banks is going to do a letter to the Granges asking 
for donations of food or money towards helping 
with the hospitality room. Hospitality Room will 
be open Friday at 4 pm (starting around noon 
there will be drink refreshments). Saturday open 
from 9 to 4 pm.; and Sunday maorning. Our 
delegates for State Session are Dayle and Steve 
Paulson. May our “hero” is Marisa O’Dell. June 
8th is Food Cart Frenzy and most of our members 
will be out of town so it was decided to donate 
money. There were reports on Pomona, Family 
Activities, Fairboard, and discussions for Old 
& New Business. Meeting was adjourned, and 
followed with refreshments by Rick & Renee 
O’Dell.

Dayle Paulson, Publicity

Big Thunder Grange
Master Dave Geske started the meeting at 7 

pm.  The Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were 
read from our April meeting.  Storage was a 
success and Thank You to all the volunteers who 
helped.  Food Cart Frenzy will be June 8th at 
the Countryside (Pacemaker) Market in Poplar 
Grove at 8 am.   Our servers were Gordon Butt 
and Ruth Bunger.  Thank You for all the goodies.

Submitted by Bonnie Miley

Broad Hollow Grange
Broad Hollow Grange had a special meeting 

and program to honor several members 
and people in the community.  The event was 
held on May 5th.  The day began with a potluck.  
Tables were decorated for the event.  A short 
meeting followed with members of neighboring 
Granges helping fill the offices which was really 
appreciated.  Items are being collected for the 
Belleville Area Humane Society.  

Grange Month was observed in April with 
a Grange display at the Citizen’s Bank in New 
Athens.  The display showed Broad Hollow 
Grange’s past and present with the display 
highlighting the prescription drug disposal 
packets for people to pick up.  Articles were 
published each week on the Grange.  A report 
was given on the National Grange’s Legislative 
Fly-in the previous weekend.  The fliers for the 

Prairie- Reported that their Consignment 
Auction was a great success especially with 
decent weather. They are now preparing for Relay 
for Life (June 1st), Food Cart Frenzy (June 8th) 
and awarding scholarships at the next meeting.

No Unfinished Business
New Business
 Ruth Blasingame reported that the 

fairboard is looking into starting a youth 
Fairboard team. Anyone interested, contact Ruth. 
Sara Ellwanger wanted to remind everyone to 
donate blood at the local blood banks. Sara also 
proposed to sponsor a traveling trophy for our 
local police and fire departments during their 
Battle of the Boone County Blood Drive. Ruth 
Blasingame reminded everyone about the Food 
Cart Frenzy on June 8th and Relay for Life on 
June 1st at the Boone County Fairgrounds

 The next meeting will be June 26th. This 
will be our Pomona Picnic. The meeting was 
closed at 8:25pm with refreshments to follow. 

Oct. 15-18 and Nov.19-20 Branson trips have 
been printed and sent out.  Reservations are 
already starting to come in.  The new poster with 
the new mission statement for the Grange was 
displayed.  A thank you was received from one 
of the New Athens Schools for the dictionaries 
the 3rd graders received.  A communication was 
also received pertaining to the upcoming State 
Grange Session in September.  Resolutions need 
to be received by early July. 

After everyone was welcomed, the Grange 
Month Proclamation was read. Members 
receiving awards included Arlene Brandenburger, 
a 70-year seal; David Wiskamp, a 60-year seal; 
and Linda Rensing, 50 year certificate, seal, 
and pin.  Congratulations!  The Prairie du Long 
Township Supervisor, John Kaiser, spoke on the 
area township’s history through the present.  The 
township began in 1883.  The purpose was to 
maintain roads and bridges.  John was recognized 
as “The Community Citizen of the Year” for his 
volunteer work in the community and presented 
a certificate and Grange paperweight from the 
National Grange and Broad Hollow Grange.

Jane Helms represented the Keller-Stutz 
family in recognizing her Mother, Anna Stutz, 
as part of a five-generation family of Grangers, 
a Grange Legacy Family.  Anna’s Father and 
Uncle were charter members of Broad Hollow 
Grange when it was formed January 20, 1921.  
Jane and her daughter, Janet Plote, accepted the 
award at the National Grange Session in Stowe, 
Vermont.  Jane told about the recognition award.  
Their family was listed in the National Grange’s 
Magazine, 

Chief Brian Vielweber, Smithton, talked 
about the drug epidemic and the impact it has 
had.  He was presented a certificate from Broad 
Hollow Grange as “Policeman of the Year.”  
The “Teacher of the Year” Award was presented 
to Ruth Vogel, Kindergarten Teacher in New 
Athens.  The “Firemen of the Year” Award was 
presented to Smithton Firemen Greg Becherer 
and Sylvester Becherer.   
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Continued on page 4

Troy Grove Grange
Troy Grove Grange met May 16, 2019 at 7 PM 

at the Hall. 5 sisters and 2 brothers were present.
    Agriculture Chairman Jim Weber 

reported very little planting done in this area due 
to continuing rains.  The 10% reported planting 
reported is stressed as the ground is cold as well 
as wet. Applied fertilizer and nitrogen is lost.

Flora Grange
By Lindakay Ebel

Thirty-five members of Flora Grange met 
on Tuesday, May 14th, 2019 for their monthly 
Grange meeting, Tom Ratcliffe opened the 
meeting, as Master Albert Q. Ebel was not in 
attendance and Joan Fidder led us in a song.

Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved, and committee reports were given. 
Deb Silvers passed out sheets for the Family 
activities for the upcoming Illinois State Grange 
session and told of the many entries we should 
be working on. Emalee Colver reported members 
will be quilting at our Grange hall May 25th, 
26 & 27th, all members are invited to come 
and work on their projects. Roger Miller, Ag 
chairman reported farmers are way behind this 
year, due to all the rain. Tom Ratcliffe and Roger 
Miller, fair board members reported a lot of work 
is being done out at the fairgrounds, new poles, 
lights, doors for the goat barn, fencing, etc. and 
tickets for entertainment being sold and the fair 
book being proofed.

Emalee Colver reported Farmland Protection 
has the Farm Breakfast coming up, date of June 
29th at the Luckey farm, Kelly Road, Caledonia, 
on June 29th from 6:30 to 11 am, and all are 
invited to attend. Marion Thornberry, Legislative, 
all resolutions are due in July. He stated a lot is 
going on downstate with fuel tax raised and the 
abortion bill, etc. 

Lindakay Ebel, Membership chairperson 
reported June is the last month for this year’s 
membership, so we need to get out and promote 
membership. She stated the Grange membership 
is declining and stated we all should be concerned 
and should be trying to recruit new members. 
She thanked those members who recruited new 
members this past year, of which some are 
showing interested in our programs and showing 
interest in the fair.

Safety Town will be held at the fairgrounds 
Tuesday – Friday, June 11 – 14th. Tonight, 
Emalee Colver met with some members and 
has the crafts all lined up for the four days. The 
School District 100 has put this out to all the 
students and over 400 flyers have been taken to 
other day cares, etc. We will need helpers each 
day for registration and help with the various 
safety workshops, as well as the crafts.

Angelique Bodine, Health & Education give 
a very interesting report on how Boone County 
rates with other counties in Illinois with health 
issues, insurance, and other life problems.

A motion was made to give a donation of 
$150 to Salvation Army in place of the Food Cart 
Frenzy as it is the same day as our Applebee’s 
Flapjack this year.

We discussed upcoming events: June 8th, 
Applebee’s Flapjack, Lindakay Ebel stated she 
has tickets available tonight that members can 
take and sell; Safety Town, June 11-14; Kirkland 
Lions Supper, June 27th; Dog Show, July 11 – 14 
we will serve breakfast and lunch each day.

Treasurer Lindakay Ebel gave the report for 
the month of April and May to date and the final 
report on our spring roast beef dinner.

We discussed and selected people to receive 
awards for Granger, Non-Granger, Fireman, 

LeRoy Grange 
Meeting

Welcome guests - Jean and Marion Thornberry, 
State Grange representatives.  

Tami Mulholland-Temple reported on the 
success of the spaghetti dinner in March, 
the proceeds went to the 4-H program.  Sue 
Zelasko shared many ideas for fundraising and 
community service projects.  The shoe drive 
fundraiser was discussed by Denise Temple 
with plans to start sometime in May.  We have 
committed to providing breakfast at the BBQ 
Cookoff the weekend of June 22 -23, and Jeff 
Vance and Joe Muzzillo have agreed to co-chair 
the event.  Jen Wilkinson and Denise Temple 
talked about the Strawberry Shortcake booth 
at the fair and decided to add fresh fruit to the 
menu.  State Session will be at the Boone County 
Fairgrounds, Sept. 13- 15th, and our Grange will 
be providing breakfast on Saturday, the 14th.  
Sandi Kennedy reminded everyone to fill out 
community service hours.  She also discussed the 
Distinguished Grange application requirements 
and is looking for nominations for the following:  
Community Service person of the year, non 
Grange member of the year, Police officer, 
Firefighter, and Teacher.  Carol Mulholland will 
get plaques made for these individuals.  Sandi also 
needs the names of the scholarship winners.  Paul 
and Tami Temple will work on a resolution to be 
submitted by our Grange.  Next meeting will be 
on Sunday, May 19th at 1:00 p.m. at the LeRoy 
Grange building for road clean up/ potluck and 
draping the Charter for James Mulholland.

Meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Denise Temple

Wyoming to become an agriculture lawyer.
We were reminded of Relay for Life June 1st 

from 1-6pm at the fairgrounds and Food Cart 
Frenzy June 8th at 8am at Countryside Market in 
Poplar Grove Illinois.

Next meeting of Prairie Grange will be June 
17th at 7pm. This will be our memorial service 
and we will also have a guest speaker on Ice 
Cream tasting.  Members who attended the State 
Campout this past weekend said a great time was 
had by all. There were 18 campers and 10 guests 
for the statewide picnic. The youth and junior 
auctions went well.

Robin Kindberg 
Prairie Publicity Chairman

Policeman and Teacher of the year. Plaques will 
be ordered and given out at our June family 
picnic. The date of August 24 was set for serving 
food for Habitat for Humanity.

Chaplain Donna West held a Memorial 
Service for our deceased members from the past 
year, Rock Keegan, Lori Turner and Rogene 
Littlejohn. She lite a candle and had a beautiful 
reading for each, and we sang Beautiful Garden 
of Prayer and In the Garden and said a prayer. 

Joan Fidder, Program Chairman stated that 
May brings Mother’s Day which started in 
1945. Did you know that the average spent on 
each Mom is $192.00? She gave a flower to the 
oldest Mom, the youngest Mom, the Mom with 
the most children, the Mom the lives the farthest, 
the Mom that lives the closest, the Mom with the 
most Grandchildren. Fun time.

Junior Chairman Sharon Fidder reported the 
Juniors this evening learned more about what 
each office of the Grange stands for and the 
meaning. They also painted the silhouettes on 
their canvas this evening.

Emalee Colver collected 39 ‘G’ bills this 
evening. Loren Due reported it has been 8 weeks 
today since he had his surgery. Everyone was 
happy to see him out and about this evening.

Birthday’s this month, Jack Ratcliffe, Al Ebel, 
Lonn Buzzell and Loren Due.

Flora Grange will meet on Tuesday, June 11th, 
6:30 pm, Grange Family Picnic at the Grange 
Hall. Bring a dish to pass and own table service. 
Serving committee will be Gene and Donna West, 
George McGee, Mary Harbison and Tammy 
Taylor. We will be presenting recognition awards.

Community Service Chairman Ethel Bauer 
reported that 20 lap robes have been delivered 
to VITAS.  Flags will be put on Veterans graves 
starting at 10 AM on Saturday May 25 in the 
Troy Grove and Peterstown cemeteries.

Legislative Chairman Roy Plote reported many 
new taxes have been proposed in Springfield. 
Among which are a 25 cent per gallon additional 
tax on gas, a Fair tax that would create a higher 
percentage state tax on higher incomes, a school 
tax which would cause consolidation of smaller 
school districts. The proposed 2.1 cent per mile 
on autos was not passed.

In communications there was a reminder of 
the State Grange Convention September 13 to 
15, 2019 at the Boone County Fairgrounds and 
the National Grange Convention November 5 to 
9, 2019 at Minneapolis, Minnesota.

A well agreement has been drafted with 
the new owner of the house next door and the 
Grange. He will pay the Grange $7.00 per month 
and share in any future repair expense.  He paid 
the Grange half of the pipe repair expense from 
this Spring.

Janet Plote has received the renewal lease 
papers from the Post Office. The Post Office 
lease company wants a 4% management fee up 
front for all five years. The membership felt there 
should be a 5% lease increase plus an additional 
4% increase to cover expenses.  Ethel made a 
motion to nominate Janet as agent as she has 
acted in this position previously. Jim Weber 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

The next meeting of Troy Grove Grange will 
be June 20, 2019, at 7 PM at the Hall. 

Turkey Hill
The past two months have been very busy 

for Turkey Hill Grangers.  At the regular April 
meeting we learned about the history of Postcards 
and gained an insight into those that were issued 
about our local area – very interesting.  Early in 
the month, we sponsored the eight-hour Food 
Handler Safety training for five of our members 
and a member of a sister Grange -- we now have 
ten members who meet the State requirements 
for food safety and security.  Our Foundation 
received 55 applications for three one-thousand-
dollar scholarships.  Three local high school 
seniors were presented one-thousand dollar 
scholarships each at our May meeting – two 
boys and one girl from three local high schools 
and each of them were incidentally enrolled 
in university engineering programs at three 
Illinois universities. As part of our continuing 
community service to our community, we made 
served four and one-half of strawberry soup for 
a local church’s food pantry fund raising event.
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Turkey Hill Grange 
Membership Appreciation Dinner

On Saturday evening April 27, 2019, the Turkey Hill Grange membership committee hosted a 
membership recognition dinner. Mission Catering of Columbia, which donates its profits to charity, 
catered the event. Dick Frette-- President of Turkey Hill Grange, and Judy Quimby-- Membership 
chair, recognized new members.

Members of Turkey Hill Grange were awed by a special birthday cake at the Garden Party themed 
member appreciation dinner. The beautiful flower garden scene on top of the cake was surrounded 
by a tiny gingerbread picket fence and was created by Elizabeth Eisloeffel Pence, cousin of one of 
our members who studied cullinary arts in New York. The Turkey Hill Grange is celebrating its 
145th birthday this year having been chartered on April 9, 1874.

The highlight of our membership Team was 
the Member Recognition Dinner April 27.  This 
year we departed from having members prepare 
and serve the meal – we hired a caterer who 
provide a most outstanding meal.  The caterer 
was an all-volunteer group that uses all the net 
proceeds for mission projects – basically our 
member recognition was a community service 
fund raising event for a neighboring volunteer 
community service group.  Members were 
recognized in five-year increments from 5 to 
70 years of Grange membership (see picture of 
some of the honorees elsewhere in this Granger).

At our May meeting we learned about strokes 
from a nearby surgeon who specializes in treating 
stroke victims.  Of special importance is FAST – 
Facial expression, Arm pain, Slurred speech and 
Time (important to get treatment from a hospital 
in the first four hours and especially within an 
hour of occurrence.)  The Thursday afternoon 
BBQ and the Old Town Farmers’ Market began 
the first week of May and keeps a number of 
our members busy.  Although both events began 
slow, they are picking up fast.  Examining our 
Hall usage, there was at least one meeting on 15 
of the last 30 days – a baby shower. a yard sale, 
an Indian artifacts auction, Old English Dancing, 
Cub Scouts, American Heritage Girls, 4H Club, 
Charitable Foundation scholarships, jam and 
jelly making, to name some.

LOOKING AHEAD:  Every Thursday through 
September, BBQ 4-7 PM

Ham and Peach Dinner August 11, 10:30 AM 
to 3 PM

Members honored for their years of service include left-right Floyd Schlueter—70, Mary Kaye 
Richter—60, Ron Dormer—5, Grace Moon—30, Mardy Eisloeffel—50, Jane Helms—65, Ron 
Haynes—25, Stacy Rutledge—5, Rita Worth—40, and Scarlett Haynes—25.  Not pictured but 
present and recognized as new member were Chris and Ron Bersett. 

Other members recognized, but unable to be present included Susan Lawson, Peter Stephenson, 
Laura Tourigny, Matthew Tourigny, and Dennis Vest as new members. John Rutledge and Jennifer 
Smith for 5 years of service; Andy and Shari Wall, George Lebonick 10 years; Jerry Hemmer 15 ; 
Klye Lickenbrock  20 ; Todd Beisiegel  25 ; Matthew Helms 30; Patsy Grommet, Pat and Tom Range 
40; Amy Bouvet and Kathy Lickenbrock 45; Barb Joseph, James Parrish, and Dianne Ross 60; and 
Dave Donley 70.

Illinois Granger 
Donations

A $30 donation was made to the Illinois 
Granger this month by Edward and Joyce Keller.  
They are members of Enterprise Grange.  A BIG 
THANK YOU goes out to them along with our 
condolences on the loss of Arline Magee.

If you wish to donate to the Illinois Granger, 
please make your check out to the Illinois State 
Grange and mail it to Ruth Blasingame, Editor  
8711 Deer Run Dr. Belvidere, IL 61008.

All donations are welcome and appreciated!!

Membership
Illinois State Grange
Membership Chair
Lindakay Ebel

The 2018-2019 Membership Year ends as of 
June 30th, 2019.  I hope you had a successful 
membership year with a net gain in your Grange. 
Special thanks to all you Grangers that worked 
hard in recruiting Grangers, it is not an easy task, 
however, it is one we ALL must keep working 
on.

I will soon be sending out a membership form 
to the membership chairperson or secretary in 
each Grange for a total of gain or loss in your 
Grange. I will also need to know if you have had 
members that recruited four (4) or more new 
members this past year, (July 2018 – June 2019). 
This is very important, as I too, have a report 
to be completed to the Illinois State Grange for 
the Illinois State Grange Session to be held in 
Belvidere September 13 – 15, 2019. Once you 
receive this form, I do need it completed and 
back to me by the end of July 2019.

Again, special thanks to all of you for reaching 
out in recruiting new members. Lets all try to 
search and sign up new members for the 2019-
2020 year. Thank you and God Bless each of you.
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Adam Ellwanger

Brock Irwin

Jackie Anderson

Rachel Myers

Community Service 
Report

Wow, this year sure is flying by.  I have been 
working a lot, as usual, which makes the days 
long, but the weeks very short and the months 
even shorter.  I started a new job at Boeing at 
the end of February.  I’m now the Navy & 
Marine Corps Financial Controls Team Lead 
for Boeing Global Services.  At the end of 
April, I volunteered, for Boeing, at Truman State 
University, evaluating the final presentations 
for a project management class. The class was 
developed through a partnership between Boeing 
and Truman to better prepare students to enter 
the workforce with the skills that industry is 
looking for.  I was pleasantly surprised by how 
articulate and professional the students were, 
which makes me excited for their bright futures.  
I am involved in a TruMentor program that pairs 
a Truman Alumni with a Boeing Summer Intern.  
Since I spend so much of my time at Boeing, I’m 
glad to find opportunities to volunteer within the 
company. 

I was disappointed to miss the Illinois State 
Grange Picnic in May.  Philip and I were 
attending a wedding for two of my coworkers 
from Boeing.  The reception was at Smartt Field, 
a small airport in northern Saint Charles County, 
MO near the Missouri River.  The venue is now 
under water as the flooding in this area continues 
to worsen, reaching historic levels. 

Illinois State Grange session will be here 
before you know it.  Make sure you are getting 
your community service items in to participate 
in the contests.  The deadline for nominating 
individuals who exemplify community service 
values is July 10th (postmarked).  Remember, 
this earlier deadline was to ensure that we 
could recognize the state winners during the 
main banquet at state session.  We need time 
to select and notify these individuals before 
the meal ticket deadline.  You can nominate 
a Firefighter, Teacher, and Law Enforcement 
Officer from your communities.  You should 
also recognize a Granger, Junior Granger, 
and Non-Member for their contributions.  
Community Service Reports are due August 21st 
(postmarked).  The forms are on the Illinois State 
Grange website.  Make sure you are collecting 
items for Just Breathe 815. They are most in need 
of jeans, hoodies, shoes, backpacks, and non-
perishable, ready to eat foods. Since community 
service is at the heart of our organization, we 
need to make sure we are leveraging it to its 
fullest potential. 
Fraternally Submitted,
Tracey Jones
Illinois State Grange 
Community Service Chairman

“Protecting the 
World’s Most 
Valuable Asset 
– The Farmer”

“Despite all our achievements, we owe our 
existence to a six-inch layer of topsoil and the 
fact that it rains” says the Farm Equipment 
Association of Minnesota and South Dakota. 
While this is very true, we could probably all 
agree that we still wouldn’t get very far if nobody 
was willing to work with that topsoil. We care 
about protecting the soil from too much erosion 
and ensure there are plenty of nutrients in it, and 
we pray for enough rain so that the crops grow 
and provide us with a bountiful harvest. However, 
what do we do for the farmers who make use 

of that topsoil? Who looks after them, making 
sure that they’re healthy and stable, while still 
being productive and efficient? Unfortunately, 
not many people do. Farming is an incredibly 
stressful job, so stressful that it can often lead to 
anxiety and depression, potentially followed by 
suicide.

There are three main factors that contribute to 
farmer suicides. These include financial stress, 
everyday stressors, and lack of control. First, 
dealing with financial stress creates complications 
with one’s health, especially psychologically. In 
2014, a group of reporters synthesized research 
from ten independent experiments, all which 
found that prolonged financial stress increases 
the chance of developing these negative 
psychological issues, as well as many physical 
conditions. So, what kind of financial stress 
do farmers have? Overall, the prices for most 
agricultural commodities are lower than average 
right now, according to April 2019 reports from 
the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
Economic Research Service. While farmers are 
selling products at a lower price, their input costs 
to raise the crops or animals remains the same 
or are increasing, thus decreasing their profit. 
Although farmers have never been known to be 
overwhelmingly wealthy, they must be able to 
make some sort of profit to live off of and support 
their family. Some farmers resort to getting off 
the farm jobs, but this only adds to the stress and 
creates more work for other family members or 
employees.

Apart from financial stressors, the second 
contributing factor are the many everyday 
stressors that quickly add up and can push 
farmers to their limits. For example, machinery 
breakdowns are inevitable on any farm, and 
always seem to happen at the worst possible 
time. Another sure thing are farm injuries, which 
slow the farmer down and make everything 
take longer. In addition, farmers are constantly 
changing their practices to meet consumer 
demands. Each one of these stressors also comes 
with financial challenges that farmers are forced 
to face.

In addition to financial and everyday stressors 
on the farm, Dr. Michael Rosmann, one of the 
most notable farmer behavioral health experts, 
writes in the Behavior Healthcare Journal that 
“Farming has always been a stressful occupation 
because many of the factors that affect agricultural 
production are largely beyond the control of 
the producers.” Things such as weather, pests 
and disease, changing consumer demands, and 
government regulations are ever-changing, and 
none of those factors can be easily controlled by 
farmers, if at all. The lack of control that farmers 
have over the crucial factors that determine their 
success is the third main contributing factor to 
farmer suicides.

To summarize so far: the amount of financial 
stress, everyday stressors faced on the farm, and 
the lack of control farmers possess are the main 
causes for this occupation’s anxiety to be so high. 
So, what can be done to help support farmers 
and prevent farmer suicides? The strategy I 
propose has two parts: First, lower the everyday 
and financial stressors that occur on the farm, 
and, secondly, provide more information and 
resources on the topic.

First, we must reduce the stress that farmers 
feel. Everyday stressors can be decreased by 
ensuring that farmers understand the importance 
of farm safety, how to reduce the chance of injury, 
and the importance of taking time off. 

The first step to lowering financial stress is to 
teach farmers how to be financially responsible. 
Protect farmers from dangerously low market 
prices is also very important. The economy 
will always fluctuate as it is supposed to, but 
if farmers could be ensured compensation to 
make ends meet when commodity prices are 
extremely low, this would lower their stress and 
reduce the chance of a suicide attempt. This can 
be accomplished through programs such as the 

Continued on page  8
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Legislative Issues 
Have you ever found yourself at a loss for 

words?  Here is a place to help yourself!! 
You are talking to a prospective member 

and telling them that the Grange is active in 
Legislative issues. All you can recall is the mail 
system and some “years-ago” accomplishments 
like the vocational school system, etc.  Hopefully 
here is some help!

As you are aware, our National Grange 
Legislative Department is very active with 
Congress.  When faced with a loss for words, 
the following are the priority public policy 
issues our lobbyists are currently emphasizing.   
These need action by Congress and the federal 
agencies during 2019. They include disaster 
relief, rebuilding rural infrastructure, passing the 
Student Agriculture Protection Act, legislation 
to protect online privacy, upgrade rural 

Agriculture
By Albert Q. Ebel, Iii
Isg Ag Chairman

Rain, Rain, Go 
Away!!! 
Come Back In July!!!

As I write my article on May 25th, 2019, 
only about one-third of the farmers in Boone, 
Winnebago and DeKalb Counties have their corn 
planted and very few have even thought about 
planting soybeans. Very sad, seems like we get a 
rain shower or down-pour almost every day. 

As your Agriculture chairman for the 2019 
Illinois State Grange session this year, I am 
concerned what this is going to do for our entries. 
Has anyone had dried enough soil to plant a 
garden or flowers?

Our beautiful colored catalogs came in the 
mail in early March and we all got very excited 
and placed our usual order, or we went in Farm 
& Fleet or Menards and saw all the beautiful 
colorful packaged seed and could not wait to 
purchase them, and we did. Where are they now, 
if you are like us, on the shelf, a lot of the soil is 
like mud. We have our garden tilled, however, 
every time we get ready to plant, it rains again.
   If you checked your 2019 entry form for this 
year’s convention, you may have seen some 
changes, if not, I might point out a few entries 
that were deleted this year. They include 
the following: carrots, gladiola’s, cut flower 
arrangement and most unusual plant.
   I also added several new items this year that 
I had requests for, they include the following: 
Golden wax beans, garlic, okra, crab apples, 
herbs, houseplants, asters, cosmos, marigolds, 
zinnias, and your fairy garden can be any size and 
shape. (For your fairy garden you are encouraged 
to use items from your yard, garden, woods and 
low sided plastic container or other items easy to 
transport.
   Under antiques I added a child’s related item, so 
this year we have three categories: farm related, 
household and child’s, 30” or less, any direction. 
(Antiques 1930 or any year prior to 1930).

We also have a Junior Division, ages 5-8 
and ages 9-12, in three categories, (1) posters 
featuring farm safety, any size, (2) miniature/
fairy garden (not from a kit), (3) vegetables 
and you must state your age on your entry tag. 
Note: The junior contest is open to children and 
grandchildren of members if a Grange does not 
have a junior Grange.

If it keeps raining, you may want to start 
doing some containing planting, so you have a 
few items to bring to show for the Illinois State 
Grange Agriculture session on Friday, September 
13th, 2019. Looking forward to seeing you with 
your entries. 

Pray for SUNSHINE.
THINK SUNSHINE

broadband coverage maps, emerging broadband 
technologies to reach rural areas, maintaining the 
Lifeline program for rural residents, the dangers 
of importing non-FDA-approved prescription 
drugs, and prescription drug discount rebates to 
patients to lower out-of-pocket costs at the drug 
counter. Grange members also urged Congress 
to take action on pending bills in Congress that 
address patient prescription drug costs. OR

Perhaps you are confronted by a fellow 
Grange member who challenges you about “what 
do we get for our dues to the National Grange?”.  
Knowing what the priority issues of our National 
Grange are, will make you comfortable in 
answering that question as well as that non-
member.

Please note that all of the issues impact each of 
us.   In your conversations, or other inter actions, 
with your Congressional representatives, please 
let them know our (your) interests.  You will be 
helping yourself and the rest of us.

State and National Welfare
Policy Statement

The duty of any government is the fair 
representation and protection of the population. 
The Illinois State Grange believes that it is 
the responsibility of every elected official and 
governing body to represent their constituents to 
their greatest ability. By passing legislation that 
reflects the views of the people, protects them 
and their rights, the government is discharging 
its duty.

Voting has always been one of this nation’s 
greatest recognized rights. The Illinois State 
Grange believes that the voting process should 
be as simple and unbiased as possible. It also 
encourages everyone to vote often.

The Illinois State Grange recognizes a 
continuing threat by terrorism. While the National 
Government is doing all that it can to ensure the 
safety of the people of the United States, public 
support is essential to the Government’s success. 
The Grange also encourages the State of Illinois, 
Illinois’ cities and communities to work with 
the National Government to develop emergency 
plans. It is also recommended that the general 
public be educated about those plans.

As an organization for all ages, the Illinois 
State Grange appreciates the need for nurturing 
the youth of this country. Programs, which instill 
values and responsibility in the nation’s youth, 
are essential to their continued growth and 
development.  Legislation to provide for activities 
to promote the growth of the nation’s youth must 
be contained in any forward-thinking policy.  
Specifically and in more detail the following are 
the Legislatives which we support.

1. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
United States Troops and their allies in their 
efforts to defend freedom and deter terrorism

2. The Illinois State Grange strongly 
supports the retention of the words “Under God” 
in the Pledge (of Allegiance to the Flag) and “in 
God we Trust” on our currency

3. The Illinois State Grange supports that the 
Congress of the United States create a universal 
ballot for the election of the president and vice 
president only, and that the results of this vote not 
be released to the media until all polling places 
have closed. 

4. The Illinois State Grange supports closing 
time for polling places in all 48 contiguous states 
be the same, such as opening in the eastern time 
zone at 9:00 AM and western time zone 6:00 AM 
closing eastern time at 9:00 PM and western 6:00 
PM.  The two non-contiguous states, Alaska and 
Hawaii, which lie in much different time zones 
cast their ballot on the day before the contiguous 
48 states and absentee ballots should be received 
prior to polling date.  The Results of this ballot 
shall not be announced until the polls close in the 
48 contiguous states. 

5. The Illinois State Grange encourages 
legislation requiring the full disclosure of 
campaign donations by corporations, groups and 

individuals, on what is donated to whom or to 
what group at the federal and state levels.

6. The Illinois State Grange encourages 
the establishment of an Illinois open primary 
elections 

7. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation requiring the Governor of Illinois to 
reside in the Executive Mansion.

8. The Illinois State Grange urges the Illinois 
Legislature to make a statute, which provides that 
at least one trustee of the township-governing 
agency be a resident of the unincorporated area. 

9. The Illinois State Grange urges legislature 
to provide strict punishment for persons 
tampering with or destroying mailboxes. 

10. The Illinois State Grange encourages 
state and federal governments to enforce laws 
requiring the covering of any load of garbage and 
cleaning of truck beds after dumping to reduce 
litter and odor. 

11. The Illinois State Grange urges Congress 
to enact legislation to use surplus funds to replace 
the shortages in the Social Security Trust Fund 
and to further fund the Social Security program 
beyond 2020. 

12. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation preventing other countries from 
undercutting US steel producers. 

13. The Illinois State Grange urges the use of 
hazard lights to warn of an approaching funeral 
procession. 

14. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation requiring the State of Illinois to accept 
tires from farmers at least once annually during 
tire collection drives.

15. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation prohibiting the sale of police force 
firearms or those confiscated by police to any 
individual or non-government agency. 

16. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation prohibiting the resale of armor 
piercing bullets to civilians. 

17. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation establishing detection and intervention 
programs for newborns and infants with hearing 
loss. 

18. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that all home inspectors in the State 
of Illinois be licensed and governed by the state. 

19. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that requires a signature for each and 
every unsolicited service, charge or change in 
service identified on any prize award notifications, 
offers and advertisements. 

20. The Illinois State Grange encourages the 
establishment of a program to encourage local 
community service groups to adopt and refurbish 
abandoned cemeteries. 

21. The Illinois State Grange urges the U.S. 
to declare the GPS and other satellite systems a 
critical national infrastructure and to create and 
maintain a plan to protect these systems from 
attack. 

22. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation imposing strict penalties upon those 
selling violent and sexually explicit videos/
games to children. 

23. The Illinois State Grange recommends 
that juvenile criminal records be available to 
judicial access, to be sealed only after maintaining 
a clean record for four continuous years. 

24. The Illinois State Grange supports early 
release for juvenile criminals when earned by 
documented behavioral changes. 

25. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
requirement of safety locks on all guns. 

26. The Illinois State Grange urges the 
publishing industry to adopt a recommended 
rating method similar to the rating method of the 
film (movie) industry, [PG, PG-13, R, X, etc.] for 
all books. 
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Illinois State Grange 
Youth Dept. News

Everyone who came out for the Grange 
Camping Adventure had a great time! Even 
though many of us had to leave early Sunday 
morning for other functions we still found time 
to meet up at the Dixie Truck stop for a quick bite 
to eat together before all traveling our separate 
ways. We had 18 Campers and 4 dogs hanging 
out with us throughout the weekend. We enjoyed 
playing games around the fire, talking about 
anything ‘n everything, and eating anytime we 
got hungry. We could make a meal out of snacks 
with everything we would bring to the table. 

The Grange picnic was enjoyed by all of 
us and more we had 6 more adults and 8 more 
kids join our menagerie. Great food was eaten, 
Katie Renken gave an excellent speech on why 
she wanted to present a wreath at the tomb of 
the unknown soldier in Washington, D.C. while 
visiting with her choir group. Jennifer Tobin-
Tinch practiced her speech she gave to all the 
city and county councils for Hopefest Relay for 
Life to help encourage participation in the event. 
Sara Ellwanger gave an impromptu speech about 
her Grange Hero. Celebrating Lynette’s birthday 
Katie signed Happy Birthday to her. We did not 
have any teams for the drill competition this year 
and instead of playing games we enjoyed visiting 
with each other. We had some great donations 
for the Junior Grange and Youth Department 
auctions. The Juniors raised $171 and the Youth 
Department items brought in $247.50. Thank you 
to everyone who donated items to the auction: 
Jennifer Tobin-Tinch, Karie Blasingame, Ruth 
Blasingame, Robin Kindberg and family, Patti 
Bearth, and more. Thank you also to everyone 
who spent money on auction items. 

The Midwest Grange Leadership Conference 
will be held in Indiana this June. If you would 

27. The Illinois State Grange urges legislation 
terminating all of the abandoning parents’ 
parental rights once a child is considered by the 
courts to have been legally abandoned. 

28. The Illinois State Grange urges the 
National Grange to urge Congress to drop the 
“faith-based” initiative funding. 

29. The Illinois State Grange supports legis-
lation to impose penalties for renting and selling 
violent and sexually explicit videos/games to 
children. 

35.The Illinois State Grange and the National 
Grange support legislation that eminent domain 
be used only for betterment of the public, such as 
right away for transportation and utilities. 

36. The Illinois State and National Granges 
encourage parents to promote the golden rule, 
good deeds, respect, promote moral values; 
discourage violence on TV, the movies, and 
violent video games to diminish student violence.

37. The Illinois State Grange lobby the Illinois 
State and National Legislatures to provide funding 
for teaching children and teens how to control 
and vent their anger in a constructive manner to 
decrease the chance of violence occurring.

38.The Illinois State Grange show our honor 
and respect toward our ancestral heritage by lob-
bying the Illinois State Historical Preservation 
Agency to establish a program to encourage local 
community service groups to adopt and refurbish 
abandoned cemeteries.

39. The IL State Grange will form a grassroots 
movement to request that our IL State Legislature 
help County Fairs and other seasonal businesses 
by becoming advocates to change unfair billing 
practices.

40.The IL State Grange urges Subordinate 
Granges to utilize the curb visibility project 
as an opportunity to become active in their 
communities while choosing highlighted areas. 

41. The Illinois State Grange recommends that 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes should be amended 
to provide Counties in Illinois the same legal 
ability to engage in “Design – Build” as presently 
exists for State Agencies, certain Municipalities 
and Public Building Commissions.”

42. The IL State Grange support legislation to 
regulate the strict rulemaking process that would 
maintain all safety measures that go with the 
fracking process.

43. The Illinois State Grange urge the State of 
Illinois to change its policy of requiring voters to 
declare a party choice in primary elections. 

44. The Illinois State Grange supports law 
enforcement officer nationwide be equipped with 
body cameras to document the actions of the 
confrontations.    

45. The Illinois State Grange supports a 
Constitutional Amendment to limit the term of 
United States Senators to two terms (12 years) 
and United States Representatives to four terms 
(8 years).

46. The Illinois State Grange support 
initiatives for public petition to amend the Illinois 
Constitution to introduce term limits for Illinois 
Governor, Senators and Representatives.

47. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
restoration of climate research funding in the 
federal budget.

48. The Illinois State Grange requests the 
Illinois State Legislature to do everything in its 
power to reduce the number of taxing entities by 
eliminating many townships and consolidating 
school districts

49. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
current financial protection rule for merchants 
be amended to make them equally responsible 
as banks and credit unions for data breaches 
that occur through the merchant’s data storage 
systems.

50. The Illinois State Grange supports 
Expenditures for Election Campaigns provided by 
an individual, group or organization collectively 
for any, and all, public offices be limited to 10 
times the amount of money equal to the medium 
annual income of a working person, and be it 
further 

like to apply to be a  Horizon Leadership 
Ambassador at National Grange Session you 
must have attended a regional conference in the 
last two years. With National Grange so close, 
please consider attending. The registration form 
is on the National Grange website as well as the 
Illinois State Grange Youth Facebook page. 

Hope to see many Illinois Grangers at 
National Session in November. Volunteer sheets 
will be available beginning at Midwest Grange 
Leadership Conference and will go online after 
we return home from the conference. Lots of 
great events are happening at National Session. 
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Chaplain’s Corner
Charlotte Mehrtens

A new month is upon us, I don’t think too much 
has changed with the weather since the last time I 
wrote this. Hopefully by the time many of you read 
this the weather pattern has changed that we are not 
receiving rain every other day but in a more refreshing 
time. Our prayers go out to those who have flooding 
in their area that they are safe, we pray for those who 
had endured high winds and tornados. I know that 
we question our God as to the why’s of all this bad 
weather but remember that faith will get us though all 
of this as God takes care of us in His own way. 

Father’s Day is just around the corner it was not 
celebrated in the U.S. until the 20th century. As a 
civic celebration in the U.S. it was inaugurated to 
complement Mother’s Day by celebrating fathers and 
male parenting. The third Sunday in June is set aside 
each year to honor our fathers. That day was made 
a permanent national holiday by President Richard 
Nixon in 1972.  I hope that many of you will take 
the time to remember your fathers for what they have 
done for you and share the great times and memories 
together and remember to pass those many memories 
along to your children.

As the days pass us by let us remember those who 
have lost their loved ones this past month and may 
they carry many memories with them in their hearts. 
There are many joys to share this time of the year 
with weddings, graduations, new jobs, and many 
more happy times. Rejoice and celebrate all that is 
good. Share the love with your friends and family for 
God has blessed all of us in His own ways.

Dear Grangers of Illinois, 
I am overwhelmed with gladness in my heart.  

My family and I are very appreciative to all those 
who called and/or sent cards during our time of 
transition. Moreover, words alone are not enough 
to express our gratitude for all those who traveled 
near and far from across the state of Illinois to 
be there for us and share your memories of mom 
with us at her visitation and “celebration of life.” 

In Christian Love,
Cara Magee-Johnston and family

Brock Irwin, the 20 year old son of Mark and 
Melissa Irwin, was raised on his family’s dairy 
farm in Belvidere, Illinois. Brock is a member 
of Prairie Grange #1832.  A recent graduate of 
Kaskaskia College, Brock will be working as an 
intern at Rolling Lawns Farm in Greenville, IL 
this summer before transferring to the University 
of Wisconsin – River Falls in September. He is 
pursuing a degree in dairy science. The following 
article is a revised version of a speech he presented 
at the Illinois Junior Holstein Association state 
prepared public speaking contest. He received 
1st place and will compete at the National 
Holstein Convention in June.”

Blast  From The Past 
by Beverly Smith

Summer months are coming real soon and 
lots of us will be hitting the roads heading 
for a vacation destination.  We take our nice 
highways for granted.  Now you might say this 
is a coincidence that I bring up this topic since 
infrastructure is being considered by the federal 
government hopefully in the near future.    Actually, 
I browse through the People, Pride and Progress 
Grange book and a topic peaks my attention to 
write my article.    It wasn’t always so easy to 
get across the states.  In fact, the construction 
of the 41,000 mile Interstate Highway System 
began July 1, 1956 under President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower.  Our National Grange Master 
Herschel Newsom supported this and even began 
discussing this highway expansion as early as 
1954.   The Highway Trust Fund was instituted to 
collect tax revenues to fund the construction on 
a pay-as-you-go basis.  This feature pleased The 
Grange under Newsom.   He warned of the funds 
being diverted to non-highway uses.   So when 
Eisenhower proposed raising gasoline taxes to 
support increased costs, Newsom was not too 
happy because farmers highly depend on fuel for 
their farming.  The tax increased one-cent per 
gallon but the Grange continued study on future 
highway bills in spite of this defeat.    

The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety 
Act of 1966 passed under President Lyndon B. 
Johnson.  Grange support for this bill was so 
noticeable that Master Newsom was present for 
the bill signing ceremony.  

Nowadays we don’t display bumper stickers 
like in years past.  I now have a few “GRANGE” 
bumper stickers in my collection:  “GO 
GRANGE”/”I LOVE THE GRANGE”/”A NEW 
CENTURY A NEW GRANGE”/”I’m Meeting 
The President’s Challenge!”  Hey if any of you 
have one I don’t have, please consider donating 
it to our collection!

I am very sad that our dear Grange Sister 
Arline Magee passed away.  We served together 
as State Officers for many years.   “Well done 
good and faithful servant”.  My sympathy to 
Cara and family.

newly revised Dairy Margin Coverage offered by 
the USDA.

 In addition to dairy margin coverage, the 
milk quotas that are currently implemented must 
remain in effect. Using this supply-management 
technique, there won’t be as much risk of an 
oversupply, which will help prevent the milk 
price from falling dangerously low, therefore 
preventing farmer financial stress and also 
keeping more dairymen in business.

The second goal of this plan is to provide 
more information and resources on the topic. 
There have been many attempts to create nation-
wide farmer suicide hotlines, but they have failed 
in receiving the federal financial support needed 
to succeed. The ones that have ran, however, 
have been very successful. For example, the 
Sowing the Seeds of Hope program responded 
to over 75,000 farmer suicide calls over its 14-
year span. There are currently not many helplines 
that are designed specifically to help farmers, 
besides a couple of state-wide lines. This trend 
is changing, though. The Farm and Ranch Stress 
Assistance Network was originally approved 
with the 2008 Farm Bill, but it was never funded, 
and so the program never began. However, the 
network is being revived with the 2018 Farm 
Bill, which is providing $10 million for it every 
year from 2019-2023. Currently, $2 million 
has been approved to launch a pilot version of 
the program to run in 2019, with plans to have 
the network fully functioning by 2020. These 
networks would consist of telephone helplines 
and websites, training for advocates of affected 
individuals, support groups, outreach services 
and activities, and home delivery of assistance.

It’s important that whoever the farmer talks to 
can relate to them and understand what they’re 
going through. More trained professionals who 
have been employed in production agriculture 
should be added as responders to these hotlines 
to accomplish this. Ensuring that farmers know 
about these hotlines is important as well. In 

February of 2018, a dairy cooperative based in 
the northeastern states called Agri-Mark sent to 
their members a letter with crisis hotline numbers 
to call if farmers were feeling financial stress, 
anxiety, depression, or thoughts of suicide.”

Apart from hotlines, preventing suicide by 
counseling has proven to be quite effective. 
According to Dr. Rosmann, fewer than five 
sessions is all it takes to resolve the majority of 
issues. Farmers spend nearly all their time on 
the farm, many alone during the day. Going to a 
stranger and discussing their thoughts, feelings, 
and profession is extremely uncomfortable. A 
possible strategy to encourage more farmers to 
seek counseling would be for co-ops to offer 
additional bonuses to their producers who are 
willing to seek counseling. This will provide 
an incentive for farmers to get the advice and 
counseling that can help reduce stress and will 
give them a boost to their milk check. Along with 
this, training farm family members and those who 
provide agricultural products and services how to 
watch for these signs of suicide is equally important.

Farmers are the backbone of our country and 
the world. Without them, there would be no food, 
fiber, or fuel readily available. With all the hard 
work they do, they are put under extreme stress 
and sometimes feel that taking their own lives 
is the only solution. It is up to the rest of the 
agriculture community to help decrease the stress 
that they face and provide more easily available 
information and resources on dealing with and 
preventing farmer suicide. Starting this unsettling 
conversation isn’t easy, but with more people 
trained and protecting farmers, we can decrease 
the incidence of farmer suicide and thereby protect 
the world’s most valuable asset: the farmer.

The Farmer Continued from page 5


