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In essentials...Unity
In non-essentials...Liberty

In all things...Charity

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mar 9 – Emerald Mound Grange Family Movie Night
Mar 9 – LEADERSHIP TRAINING Emerald Mound Grange 10am-2pm
Mar 16 – LEADERSHIP TRAINING Boone County Comm Grange 10am-2pm
Mar 16 – State Junior Day – 1-4 pm Boone County Comm Grange hall
Mar 16 – County Line & Leroy  4-H fundraiser – 4-7 pm Spaghetti Dinner Belv VFW
Mar 16 – Beaver Valley Grange Trivia Night - VFW Hall – Loves Park 7PM
Mar 23 – Big Thunder Flapjack Fundraiser at Applebee’s – 8-10 am
Mar 23 – Junior Day hosted by Hopewell Grange 1-4 pm
Apr 7 – Flora Grange Roast Beef Dinner
Apr 7 – Turkey Hill Grange Chicken Dinner
Apr 13 – Prairie Grange Consignment Auction
May 18-20 – Grange Camping Adventure
May 19 – 3rd Annual Statewide Grange Picnic
May 21 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ
Jun 8 – Food Cart Frenzy – PG Countryside Market – theme Grange Heros -  8am 
Jun 18 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ
Jul 16 – Emerald Mound Grange BBQ
July 23-28 – Grange Revival
Aug 6-11 – Boone County Fair
Sept 13-15 – Illinois State Grange Session – Belvidere
Nov 4-9 -National Grange Session – Midwest host, Volunteers needed
Nov 17 – Flora Grange Roast Beef Dinner

Recurring events:
Belleville Old Town Market every 1st Saturday beginning in May (THG)
THG BBQ every Thursday afternoon beginning in May

Please send me any important dates for your Grange.

Lynette’s Visions 
and Wisdoms   
February 2019

The weather in southern IL right now is cold 
and WET WET WET.   Everywhere is mud.  
Don and I were glad the weather traveling to 
and from Wichita, KS was good for the Mas-
ters’ Conference.  It was icy and snowy while 
we were in the hotel.  The meeting was held at 
the hotel.  Kansas and Oklahoma State Grang-
es were our hosts, and thanks to them for their 
energies.  Worthy Master Betsy Huber led a 
great conference.   The Directors contributed 
informational presentations about their depart-
ments.  Good speakers, workshops and infor-
mational exchanges.  Come to one of the Lead-
ership trainings to hear all about the Master’s 
Conference.   While at the conference we, all 
the State Masters, created a new mission state-
ment.   “The Grange strengthens individuals, 
families and communities through grassroots 
action, service, education, advocacy and agri-
culture awareness. “  

Plans are made for leadership training for 
anyone interested – March 9 will be at Emerald 
Mound Grange Hall and March 16, 2019 will 
be at the Boone County Community Grange 
hall.  Both events are 10:00AM– 2:00 PM.   
Please bring finger food to share during the 
meeting.  Karie and I are working on various 
workshops including all the things discussed 

at the Masters conference, IL-Rali, Grange 
Hometown Heroes for Grange Month, the 
NG Database, Foundation Quilt Raffle, the 
2019 National Grange Session, what IL needs 
help with a project, and surprises.  Any of the 
Committee Chairs/Directors or officers that 
would like to present something please let 
me know.  This training session is open to all 
Grangers, please spread the word.  

Are any Grange military veterans from 
Illinois planning to be in attendance at 
the National Session this November in 
Bloomington, Minnesota?  Please let me know.  

The State Executive Committee will be 

$5 bill as well – so I hope that your Grange 
and Grangers are collecting money for the NG 
Building. Each Grange can collect pennies, or 
any change, or $5 bills for the National Grange 
Building Fund, which we will collect until 
State Session next year.  I hope each Grange 
considers donating direct to National Grange 
any denomination you like.   

Boone County and Winnebago County Po-
mona Granges are making plans for September 
13 - 15, 2019 at Boone County Fairgrounds, 
Belvidere, IL, 148th State Session.  They plan-
ning a tour of the Grange owned fairgrounds 
on Friday morning.   Watch for more details. 

meeting on March 10 at Dixie Truck 
Stop at 9:30 am any interested 
Granger is welcome to attend.  

The “G”-bills are being collected 
for the IL State Grange expenses 
for 2019 National Grange Session 
and “Lincoln’s for National Grange 
Building” I hope many of you are 
collecting Pennies for National 
Grange Building Fund.  It was 
pointed out that Lincoln is on a 
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County Line 
Grange News
Linda Mullins

Our regular meeting was held February 13.  
Sandy, Tamra, and Lisa were hosts. We had 
delicious baked potatoes with toppings and 
cupcakes. Thanks ladies. Some members brought 
baby pictures of themselves for a contest to pick 
the cutest. There were no winners because they 
were all too cute. 

Committee, Treasurer, and Secretary reports 
were given.  We discussed our Jan.26 Chicken 
Dinner fundraiser. Thanks to all our members 
who helped with the decorations, chicken, 
baked beans, potatoes and cakes. We appreciate 
everyone who braved the bad weather to come 
and support us. We voted to donate our profits 
from this to the existing Granges Museum at the 
fairgrounds. 

BOCO was Feb.2 at the Belvidere Community 
building. We provided breakfast of doughnuts, 
cookies, coffee, and for lunch we had chili, 
BBQs, hotdogs, nachos etc.  

Flora 
Grange News
By Lindakay F. Ebel

On Saturday, February 2, 2019 the Belvidere 
Chamber of Commerce in Belvidere held an 
expo at the Community Building for business 
and service clubs to promote their business or 
club to the public.

Flora Grange rented a booth, and Flora 
Grangers, Tom Ratcliffe, Albert and Lindakay 
Ebel set up the booth to promote Membership 
in the Grange. Membership Chairman, Lindakay 
Ebel, along with members of Flora Grange, 
Deb Silvers, Jeri Schardt, Delphine Calabrese 

Hopewell 
Grange News
By Janice David

Hello from all of us at Hopewell.  By the 
time you read this, I hope we have been released 
from the grip of winter and are again looking at 
sunshine.

We started 2019 by meeting at a restaurant 
nearby to avoid the cold and, of course, to enjoy 
a meal that none of us had to fix. The bad weather 
revealed a number of needed repairs to the hall 
as water caused our doors to swell, the electricity 
to be iffy, and so on. All is on hold until warmer 
weather. We did have our February meeting at 
the hall where we enjoyed our annual chili/dues 
paying supper. Two applications for membership 
were read. Applicants were Katie Renken and 
Brandon Stephens.

For our February 11 meeting, Lecturer Carrie 
Wade arranged for a special speaker from “The 
Giving Garden.” Garden owner Cathie Jenkins 
told us the history of the garden and explained 
how she uses all donations received for garden 
produce to benefit St. Jude. The garden is within 
a mile of our hall and is located on land once 
owned by a Hopewell member.

Our local dinner theater, Barn III, has just 
reopened in a brand new building after being 
closed since its home was destroyed by a storm 
in 2015. We have about 16 people planning to 
attend the opening production on Saturday, 
March 2.

Plans are in place to hold a spring Craft and 
Vendor Fair on Saturday, April 6. As a part of 
that, we will host the Unity Point Methodist 
Wellmobile for part of the day. Several health 
checks will be available to visitors free of charge.

Prairie 
Grange News
Robin Kindberg - Publicity Chairman

Prairie Grange met on Monday, February 18, 
2019 for our regular monthly meeting.

Committee reports were given.
Everyone needs to contact their local Senator 

and get Senate Bill #154 abolished. It deals with 
transportation of animals and it may end up 
hurting our local fairs down the road.

We are still collecting things for Just Breathe 
815 state community Service project as

well as packages of baby diapers, lotions, 
ointments and wipes for the Pomona service 
project.

We were all presented a Valentine and 
Chocolate from our Lecturer, Karrie Kindberg.

Members of Prairie Grange are gearing up for 
our annual Consignment Auction which will be 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 beginning at 9:00 AM.

We ended the evening brainstorming concerns 
and ideas for resolutions for State Grange.  This 
project will be continued at the March meeting.

The meeting was closed in full form and 
refreshments and fellowship followed.

Turkey Hill 
Grange News
Mardy Eisloeffel

As this issue of the Illinois Granger goes to 
press, Turkey Hill Grange is preparing for yet 
another Trivia Night, including a silent auction, 
50-50 and Heads or Tails activities (ask Charles 

Troy Grove 
Grange News
Ethel Bauer  

Troy Grove Grange met February 21, 2019 at 
the Hall at 7 PM. 6 sisters and 2 brothers were 
present.

Community Service Chairman Ethel Bauer 
reported that Officer Mark Dallas from Dixon 
has been selected as the Community Service 
Person of 2019. Officer Dallas was selected for 
his outstanding action in saving lives at Dixon 
High School. 

Ethel was given the donation to present to 
PADS. 

Legislation Chairman Roy Plote reported 
that the State Budget has increased. Funding is 
to come from a possible 2.1 cents per mile tax 
on mileage driven, recreational marijuana, and 
increased gaming revenue.

In Youth report, Ethan Plote went on an 
Agricultural tour to Brazil. He is to do a 
presentation March 5th

In communications, Betty Meznarich read 
a letter from Father Harth telling of his many 
activities in the past year.

The Spring Leadership Meeting will be held 
March 15 or 17.

Jim Weber, Executive Committee, reported on 
a water leak in the basement. One of the pipes 
had rusted a hole. He contacted Grassers who 
dumped out the water and repaired the pipe. 
Many thanks to Jim.

The next meeting of Troy Grove Grange will 
be March 21, 2019 at 7 PM at the Hall.

Treser if you don’t know what those are), 
and of course, plenty of food and fun.  THG’s 
involvement in trivia dates back to the very early 
2000s, when Gail Long conducted a contest for 
Grange members one evening after a regular 
meeting, and it was so popular that we decided to 
make it an annual affair and open it to the public.  
It has been so ever since with the exception of 
several years when we had quarter auctions 
instead.  I think the best thing about Trivia Night 
is that it is an opportunity to involve many Grange 
members utilizing their talents to contribute to an 
activity that is fun for people of all ages as well 
as profitable, and it is educational as well!  If 
you are thinking of sponsoring a trivia night and 
need some pointers, I invite you to contact me 
at Mardy.Eisloeffel@swic.edu.

In other news, THG›s chicken dinner is coming 
up on Sunday, April 7, and we are serving from 
10:30 to 3:00.  The menu includes fried chicken, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, dressing, and 
other bodacious items like homemade desserts.  
If it doesn›t snow on April 7, come on down and 
join us at the corner of Highway 15 and Green 
Mount Road in Beautiful Belleville!

Our Grange hall continues to be the site of 
multiple meals for several organizations and 
also meetings for American Heritage Girls, Cub 
Scouts, and a Bible study group.  Sometimes 
it’s hard for us to fit Grange activities into the 
building schedule--but this is a good problem, 
thanks to the efforts of Charles Treser.

Spring is coming, and so are preparations 
for THG›s weekly BBQ, held every Thursday 
afternoon starting in May. We are also once more 
planning to participate in Belleville›s Old Town 
Market, held on the first Saturdays starting in 
May.  We invite everyone to come and join the 
fun!

and Master Albert Q. Ebel talked and promoted 
the Grange with those attending, telling them 
about community involvement, safety town for 
children, giving 3rd graders dictionary’s each 
year, and the broad selection of programs the 
Grange provides for many people.

We also handed out coloring sheets to the 
children, (and candy) and told them of our Junior 
Grange, ages 5 – 14 and the many activities, at 
our local Granges, County wide and within the 
State for the Juniors. 

Many people had no idea the seven Granges 
of Boone County owned and operated the Boone 
County Fair, and we told them about the great fair 
board we have and the hundreds that volunteer 
each year to make this happen.  

Flora Grange did not hold a February meeting, 
due to the bad, icy weather. The next meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, March 12th at 7 pm.
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Big Thunder 
Grange News

Big Thunder Grange will be holding a 
Flapjack fundraiser at the Belvidere Applebees 
on Saturday March 23 from 8 – 10 am.  Pancakes, 
bacon, orange juice, coffee, a great breakfast.  See 
a member for $5 tickets in advance or purchase 
at the door.  Please come out and support a fellow 
Grange.

Leroy 
Grange News
Denise Temple

Mark Saturday, March 16th on your calendars 
for the LeRoy and County Line Granges 
Spaghetti Dinner.

It will be held at the VFW, 1310 W. Lincoln 
Avenue, Belvidere, IL from 4 - 7 p.m.

Adults are $8.00 each and kids 5 - 10 years 
just $5.00.

Proceeds will assist the 4-H Clubs of Boone 
County!  Hope to see you there!

for purchase.
We congratulated Butch Peters for receiving 

the “Friends of the Fair” award at the January 
IAAF Convention held in Springfield.

Linda reported that the Valentines for the 
Veterans and for the three local Nursing Homes 
had been delivered. Teri and Linda reported 
seeing Robins already. There’s hope yet.......!

We discussed  plans for the State Grange 
Convention to be held at the Boone County 
Fairgrounds in Sept.  JoEllen went over some of 
the food plans.

County Line and Leroy Granges will be 
having our annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser 
for our local 4-H clubs from 4 to 7 March 16 at 
the VFW in Belvidere. Come and enjoy delicious 
spaghetti, salad, bread and desserts.  There will 
also be raffle baskets, and a 50/50 raffle. You will 
be helping to support a great group of children.

Hope everyone is staying safe and well in all 
the cold and snow we have had this year.

Just gotta keep thinking “Spring will be here”!

Legislative Report
Health & Education

The following is the ISG legislative policies as 
best as can be determined.  Please check Item 3 and 
Item 8 as they have been accomplished.  Please let 
David Donley, dldonley@aol.com know the status 
of these and any other items if they are not correct.  
Thanks
Policy Statement

Health is of great concern to Americans and to 
the Illinois State Grange. Health costs continue to 
increase and many insurance companies and health 
providing groups are looking for ways to cut costs. 
This compromises the care a patient is entitled 
to receive. The Grange supports programs that 
promote healthy living. 

Rural communities are faced with the formidable 
task of finding doctors to practice in their small 
communities. Family doctors are in short supply 
due to specialization in medicine. The high cost of 
Medical Malpractice Insurance makes it difficult 
for doctors and health care facilities to afford the 
cost because of the limited number of patients in a 
rural area. In addition, many doctors and hospital 
medical staff are moving to areas where the cost of 
Medical Malpractice Insurance is lower. The Illinois 
State Grange supports programs that encourage 
doctors to practice in rural areas and placing limits 
on malpractice law suit settlements to help lower 
the cost of Medical Malpractice Insurance. 

Each year our population continues to age. 
Caring for the aging and elderly presents a whole 
new set of challenges including health care, 
prescription coverage and long-term care. Health 
care facilities and nursing homes are faced with 
nursing shortages, long work hours for staff and 
regulations each of which may affect the quality of 
care provided. 

Technology enables the genetic engineering 
of plants and animals for better disease resistance 
and improved food content. Cloning animals is 
increasing. The Illinois State Grange is opposed to 
all forms of genetic engineering and/or cloning of 
human beings including for the purpose of research 
and/or reproduction.

Human genetic engineering and cloning may 
interfere with the diversity and natural development 
of humankind as well as raise moral issues.

The Grange has long been involved in deaf 
awareness and education. It supports programs  
that make people aware of the causes of deafness 
as well as supporting American Sign Language. It 
also encourages and supports programs that instruct 
teachers and individuals on recognizing the needs 
of and communicating with the hearing impaired.

Education is and has always been a top priority 
for the Grange. The Illinois State Grange believes 
that a good education should be available to 
everyone and should be provided in a safe and 
nurturing environment. 

The Grange encourages schools to provide a 
well-rounded education made up of basic courses 
including reading, writing, math and science as 
well as athletics, art and music. 

As technology is ingrained in our everyday 
life, courses in technology are a must.   In addition 
to courses, technology is providing new and 
innovating opportunities to deliver education to the 
classroom, especially to schools in rural areas. 

Education costs continue to rise. The Grange 
encourages everyone to assist their local schools 
through after school and child mentoring programs.  
By volunteering in schools, Granges can make a 
difference in a child’s life, encourage education and 
build community spirit. 

1. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that would establish an oversight panel 
to review medical malpractice law suits for validity 
before they are heard in court. 

2. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that would implement a reasonable 
nationwide ceiling on all medical malpractice law 
suit settlements. 

3. The Illinois State Grange supports 
appropriations to provide core funding for the 
operation of the National Center for Rural Health 
Professions at the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine in Rockford, Illinois.

4. The Illinois State Grange urges hospitals to 
have registered nurses and other similar personnel 
who provide personal care to work eight-hour shifts 
only to ensure more efficient care. 

5. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that would allow non-medical nursing 
home staff to assist residents with feeding and other 
minor services. 

6. The Illinois State Grange recommends that 
the conditions for which prescription medicines are 
being prescribed be listed on the prescription drug 
label. 

7. The Illinois State Grange supports organ 
donation and the development, and promotion of 
organ donor programs. 

8. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that would send Amber Alerts to Fire 
Department Dispatch Pagers.

9. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation requiring that music in public places 
not be allowed to exceed a decibel level that is 
detrimental to hearing. 

10. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation requiring the first step off a landing be 
marked with yellow to increase the step’s visibility, 
draw attention to it; thus help prevent accidents.

11. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation protecting senior citizens’ rights to live 

free from abuse, neglect and exploitation. 
12. The Illinois State Grange recommends 

that all tobacco products, including cigars, carry 
a federal health-warning label just like cigarettes. 

13. The Illinois State Granges urges Congress 
to drop the “faith-based” initiative funding.

14. The Illinois State Grange opposes the 
school voucher program. 

15. The Illinois State Grange recommends that 
public and non-public schools recognize American 
Sign Language as a foreign language and offer 
credited courses for American Sign Language in 
their curriculum. 

16. The Illinois State Grange urges the Illinois 
State Legislators to appoint members of the State 
Board of Education from all geographic areas in 
Illinois for a fair representation. 

17. The Illinois State Grange urges the Illinois 
State Board of Education to develop guidelines for 
use by local school districts who wish to establish 
mandatory school uniforms. 

18. The Illinois State Grange urges the Illinois 
Department of Education to establish guidelines to 
assist school districts in identifying technology to 
monitor and control access to the Internet. 

19. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation requiring sidewalks to be built 
connecting schools to city sidewalks for all schools 
within ½ mile of the city limits.

20. The IL State Grange supports Agriculture 
and Agricultural education in our schools, 
elementary through high school with Certified 
Agricultural teachers so our students can qualify 
for all agricultural classes, programs, internships 
and available scholarships and grants at the 
University and College level.  

21. The IL State Grange supports the IL 
Legislature to reverse the funding cuts in the 
mental health services and services for the elderly 
and disabled, re-establishing these needed services 
to our communities. 

22. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
FDA (Federal Drug Administration) and other 
agencies t0 regulate prescription medication and 
herbal supplements so that they meet the same 
standards as prescription medications. 

23. The Illinois State Grange opposes any 
change to the Medicare Program that would 
reduce the benefits already provided.

24. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
Illinois State Legislature instituting regular drug 
testing on all recipients of State, County, Township, 
City or village aid of any sort. 

25. The Illinois State Grange supports 
Congress instituting regular drug testing for 
individuals receiving periodic federal aid.

26.  The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation for the “Free the Tampon” movement, 
encourages legislators to create feminine hygiene 
programs throughout the United States, so these 
products can be provided free to all women in 
public areas, such as schools, shelters and all 
government buildings and correctional facilities.  

27. The Illinois State Grange supports methods 
to make students feel safe in our schools, such as, 
assign security to schools, and metal detectors to 
several entrances of the school, and other methods 
to assure student safety.   

28. The Illinois State Grange supports the 
teaching of cursive writing in the Illinois public 
schools so that our children will be able to read 
the original words written by our Founding 
Fathers and become inspired by the writings of 
our ancestors. 

29. The Illinois State Grange supports legislation 
that would require all states to treat American Sign 
Language (ASL) as a foreign language with classes 
offered in high school and college.

30. The Illinois State Grange supports 
legislation that requires students completing 
American Sign Language (ASL)classes receive 
foreign language credits and count towards 
graduation requirements.  

31. The Illinois State Grange legislation 
requiring active shooter drills alongside tornado, 
fire and severe weather in all public and private 
schools.  
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First row behind Norman: Charles and Sophia Treser, Karen Reveeves, 
Henrietta Keller (wife), Cindy Vogler (daughter), Evalyn Kovakavich, 
and Tom McCaw. 
Back row: Rich Pyles, Kenny and Maryann Joseph, Terry Reeves, Byron 
Keller (grandson), Arline Magee (sister), Dave Vogler (son-In law), Mike 
(son) and Ruth Keller (Mike’s wife). 

March 2, 2019 was the first of 10 Greater St. Louis Honor Flights to Washington D.C. Brother Norman 
Keller was not able to attend. However, those not able to go on the actual flight are/were also being 
honored at the airport when the others on the flight return to the airport. Rather than having a Grange 
meeting, the members of Enterpise Grange #1929, went to be with him and greet the others being 
honored. Thank you for your service in the Army Uncle Norman. 
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Family Activities 
Update 
Jennifer Tobin-Tinch 

sportzfan215@yahoo.com  815-978-1053
Hello Everyone! I hope that you are making 

projects for State Session during this cold and 
snowy weather.  If you think you can’t knit or 
crochet, ask a fellow Granger to show you how 
or look on Youtube for a video like I did.  We 
are really hoping to see lots of entries in all the 
categories by people that haven’t entered before.  
I hope that spring brings some better weather for 
everyone. Keep making projects and thank you 
for participating in the FAC contests.

Agriculture
Albert Q. Ebel, III
ISG Ag Chairman
Horses for Hire

A horse is not like a tractor. If a tractor runs into 
a hive of bees when a farmer is mowing, it will 
not bolt. My father had a team of horses do just 
that in the days before he had modern machinery. 
Luckily, neither he nor the horses were injured, 
just scared!

A tractor’s oil, filters and spark plugs need 
to be checked routinely, but in the same way, 
workhorses on farms of the past needed special 
care. A farmer had to know just how hard he 
could work his horses because, like humans, they 
needed rest after a long day of pulling a plow or 
mower.

At the end of the day horses had to be rubbed 
down and given plenty of hay, oats and water. 
The better care farmers took of their horses, the 
better they’d perform in the fields. 

Considering the importance of these creatures 
on a farm they could pull in more pay than 
humans. My father, Albert, whose parents would 
trade farm labor with my folks in my growing-up 
days, can attest to that. In the late 1940’s, Albert 
was in his early teens, a neighbor came one day 
to hire the family’s team of horses. He wanted 
to skid out logs from down in his woods. Every 
penny was important back then, so Albert’s dad 
agreed to the proposition.

It was hot work that steamy summer, and the 
horses can be unpredictable. Things like heat, flies 
and mosquitoes can upset them, but his team did 
the job. What got young Albert chuckling when 
recalling those days was the pay arrangement. My 
dad got paid 50 cents an hour for the use of his 
team and the neighbor paid him 25 cents an hour 
for driving it, so the team of horses was worth 
about twice what he was. Of course, he recalls, 
the horses did all the hard work of pulling those 
big heavy logs, and he was not complaining, as 
twenty-five cents an hour was pretty big back 
then, and his folks were happy that the team was 
making them 50 cents an hour. 

When I tell stories like this to young farmers 
with their giant expensive tractors and machinery 
today, they just shake their heads and smile. It 
seems like another world to them, (and also to 
me), and I suppose that is really what it was, but 
it was what our parents and grandparents, called, 
‘The Good Old Days”.

One of my Father’s favorite times was threshing 
time when the big threshing machine, pulled by a 

Lecturer’s Column, 
March 2019

I know spring is in view, yet as I write this I’m 
delayed in the Sanford/Orlando airport because of 
ice storms in Belleville! March really seems to be 
coming in like a wet, frozen lion!

Since my last column, I have received 
some further communications to forward on 
from National Lecturer Christine Hamp. I will 
summarize the information here, but please contact 
me (at ethanaedwards@mac.com) if you need more 
details.

Grange Foundation Mercantile
 First is a call for craft donations of all sorts for the 

Grange Foundation Mercantile shop at the National 
Session. The Grange Foundation Mercantile is 
seeking donations of high quality handcrafted 
items (wood carved items, knife blocks, cutting 
boards, hand- or machine-made quilts, leatherwork, 
upcycled art, metalwork, painted metal or cutouts, 
handmade fishing flies, driftwood items, antler arts, 
rock art, stained glass, gemstone/sterling jewelry, 
felted craft, homespun yarn, baskets, etc.).

Once received, the items will be prepared for 
sale at the Mercantile and all profits will go to 
the Grange Foundation, a charitable 501(c)(3) 
organization. All donations will receive a thank you 
letter from the foundation.

Please contact me for a copy of the official flyer 
and the donation form.

Public Relations Contest
I also received details about a National Grange 

Public Relations Contest. Some highlights from 
the announcement:

The ability of our Granges, at every level, to 
successfully promote specific events or the Grange 
as a whole is necessary and important. The goal of 
the National Grange Public Relations Contest is 
to recognize the public relations work being done 
by our Granges across the country and to share 
this work with other Granges with the intent of 
fostering more public relations efforts. The more 
Grange public relations occurring within our 
communities, the better! 

A Public Relations item may be a flyer, poster or 
advertisement; a short video; a radio commercial 
or announcement; a social media post; a press kit 
or media release; a shirt, button or other wearable 
item; or anything else you create to promote 
Grange. 

There are categories for professional and non-
professional items. Top prize in each category is 
$200.

Think about the things you have done to 
promote your Grange or activities and think 
about submitting them. Submissions are done 
electronically and are due by October 31, 2019. 
Again, contact me for complete rules and entry 
forms.

Quilts of Valor
And finally, you may or may not be aware that 

the Grange has become a recognized partner in the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation’s “Under Our Wings” 
program, which allows Grange members to 
create quilts and present them to veterans in their 
communities or in the organization, and teach the 
art of quilting to novices and young people while 
completing this meaningful community service. 
Any donations should be reported through the 
National Lecturer for proper recognition and to get 
official labels, etc. This is a wonderful program for 
recognizing the contributions of our veterans.

Special Request for Subordinate Grange 
Lecturers

The Illinois Granger is a great vehicle 
for communicating with the broader Grange 
membership, but it would be great to be able to 
be in touch directly with individual Lecturers. 
I’m embarrassed to admit that I actually don’t 
have names or any way to contact you. I would 
really appreciate if each Lecturer would send me 
their name, Grange, and best contact information 
to facilitate future communication. As always, 
contact me at ethanaedwards@mac.com or 618-
795-8021.

Ethan

Flying north soon to a Grange hall near you!

steam engine, followed by all the neighbors with 
their team of horses and hayracks, going from 
farm to farm until the circuit was completed, and 
my father still remembered the smells coming out 
of the kitchens and the feasts of food the women 
put on for the hungry farmers at each farm where 
the grained was being harvested.

I guess I have this blood in my veins from 
my father, Albert Q. Ebel, II from farming. I 
have kept three of his antique tractors he started 
farming with; a John Deere 1935 B, a 1937 John 
Deere D and a 1941 John Deere A, owned by my 
Great Uncle Herman Ebel, which he purchased 
new from John Deere. We still go plowing each 
summer with these tractors (and two and three 
bottom plows) with our local antique tractor 
clubs.
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Parents helping to make Valentines for older members.
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ISG Junior Department
 Konichiwa---Good Day Everyone
Just a little hint as to what we will be doing at our 

upcoming Junior Days.  These events are open to ALL 
Juniors throughout the state even though one will be held 
in the northern region on March 16, and the other will be in 
the central region on March 23.  Please spread the word, and 
come join the Tanoshii—fun!!

I am still needing a host for summer camp which will 
be held in June or July.  As host you will be asked to offer 
your hall for activities, one or two adults to help during the 
weekend activities, and a snack for Saturday afternoon.  The 
Junior Department will provide food for meals, activities 
and supplies needed.  You may also be asked to save some 
recyclable items that will be needed.  I would like to hold 
this event in the southern region, but will accept offer from 
anywhere in state.  Please contact me as soon as possible to 
get this on the calendar and Thank you for considering to 
support the Juniors in this way.  Your time, and monetary 
donations are also appreciated. 

Any Juniors out there like to write??  How about sending 
an article in to be published in the Good Day magazine.  Use 
the theme “Respecting Differences” if mailing in by April 
30, or “Delicious Dairy” by July 15.  Send your articles to 
juniors@nationalgrange.org for consideration.

Please continue to take pictures and share what you are 
doing within your Grange.  It is so nice to see all the different 
ways you are enjoying being a “Hero in Training”.

Sugi ni o ai shitai to kangaete imasu
Hope to see you soon.
Mindy Schiefer

Prairie Junior Grange
Jennifer Tobin-Tinch

Prairie Junior Grange met on February 1st and made Valentine’s cards 
that were mailed out to members of our Grange.  We discussed why it’s 
important to show others love by sending them notes and discussed what 
Valentine’s Day is about.  We enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies when we 
were done. 

Illinois State Grange Youth 
Department
By Karie Blasingame 

Kblasingame77@gmail.com
I don’t know about everyone else, but I am getting more 

and more excited that Spring is coming! I’m a little tired of 
snow and ice! I still have camper and tent sites available at 
the Illinois State Grange Camping Adventure May 17-19th at 
the KOA Campground in Rochester, IL. Please let me know 
if you can camp with us. Tent sites are $30 per night and 
camper sites are $50 per night. If you can’t make the whole 
weekend come on over on May 18th for our 3rd Annual 
Illinois State Grange Statewide Picnic. Picnic begins at 1 
pm. Hot dogs and brats provided by the Youth Department. 
Public Speaking, Sign-a-song and Drill competition will 
follow the meal. If you would like to donate anything to the 
auction for Youth and Juniors it will be at the picnic. Please 
come and bid on items donated to both groups and raise 
money for their work. 

June 28- 30th will find many of us I hope traveling to 
Indiana for the Midwest Grange Leadership Conference. 
Indiana is excited to host us at Camp Mack in Milford, IN. If 
you are thinking about heading to National Session this year, 
Midwest is a great place to meet others who will be helping 
host National Session with us. Cost will be announced soon 
and I will post it online as soon as we have a registration 
form. The Midwest Grange Leadership Conference is open 
to all ages of Grangers! 

Make sure you renew your subscription to Good Day! 
Magazine, the easiest way is to go to the National Grange 
website and pay online. Hope to see you at one of our 
upcoming events this year.
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Chaplain’s  Corner    
Charlotte Mehrtens

By the time many of you read this we will be 
well into the Lenten season.  Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and goes for 40 days not including 
the Sundays.  Lent season is a time of reflection 
and preparation before the celebrations of 
Easter.  By observing Lent, Christians replicate 
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into the 
desert for 40 days.  For many Lent is marked 
by fasting both from food and festivities.  For 
many there is the searching of our souls, are 
we worthy enough for God’s love, do we really 
follow our faith.  As we prepare for these days 
before Jesus was crucified on the cross on Good 
Friday.  Easter Sunday the day He rises from the 
dead let us remember He died for our sins.  Take 
this time to reflect on your life and how we can 
improve it to make our world a better place for 
all of us.

We all know that it has been a really wicked 
winter with the snow, ice, sleet and yes those 
horrible temperatures.  We are all getting cabin 
fever and want out just remember that as you 
venture out be extra careful when walking, 
bundle up to stay warm and be prepare for 
unforeseen problems.  Oh, and yes spring is 
on the way, but for many of us, we are asking 
when it will arrive.  We have no control over the 
weather (God is still in control on this one)

Praying everyone will stay safe and stay 
healthy until SPRING arrives with the warm 
sunshine to brighten our days.

God Bless each of you with His loving hands

Well done good and faithful patron.
One of our long time LeRoy Grange 

members, James Mulholland, 78, passed away 
on January 10, 2019.

Jim was an active volunteer, for not only all 
of our Grange events, but also the Salvation 
Army and local food pantry.    His smile, sense 
of humor and big heart will be missed by all that          
knew him!

Membership
Illinois State Grange
Lindakay Ebel, Chairman

Good Morning Grangers. We are now in the month of March, and Spring is just 
around the corner, March 20th, and I think we all are ready for spring to arrive 
after such a cold, snowy, icy winter. With that also comes something else very 
important in our Grange, APRIL IS GRANGE MONTH. What is your Grange 
doing to celebrate this special time of year?

We, Flora Grange, were a part of the Belvidere Expo at the Community Center 
on February 2nd, I was amazed at the number of people that had never heard of the 
Grange, and many that had thought it was just for the farmers and their family. I 
guess we have not educated our public very well, have we?

It is our, yours and my duty to do this, each Granger should be promoting our 
Grange. Many people say they don’t like to ask people, why? Are you ashamed of 
the Grange? I’m not, I am very proud of the Grange and all we do for it, helping 
our community’s, helping children, helping the elderly, and I could go on and on.

That day we were not only recruiting members for Flora Grange, we were 
encouraging people to join a Grange in their area, even in Winnebago County, and 
we also were encouraging them to join Pomona Grange. Many people had no idea 
the seven Granges of Boone County owned and operated (with the help of many 
volunteers) the Boone County Fair. I am very happy to say we did recruit some 
new members that day, and some junior members. Special thanks to Deb, Jerri, 
Delphine and Al for being there, at times we had many people at our booth, and 
it took all of us to talk and explain to people what the Grange was all about, what 
we do and why they should join, and it payed off, several joined as well as some 
junior members.

So, April is Grange Month, so I am asking ALL Granges to start thinking what 
and how your Grange is going to tell the public about the greatest group, THE 
GRANGE, they could belong to, other than church. 

So, start planning, NOW!!

A Note From Ruth
Obituarites

Please send me a note when someone in your 
Grange passes away.  Regular members will be 
listed as name, year of birth-death and Grange.  
If they held State/National office, director, long 
time officer of your Grange please let me know 
that information.

OR you can chose to write your own article 
about a person, include a picture if possible, and 
that article would go in the paper instead of just 
a name on the list.

I feel it is very important that we acknowledge 
our members that we have lost.  I can only include 
them in the paper if you let me know about them.

Thank you, Ruth.
As always send your information to me at: 

illinoigranger2017@gmail.com, call 815-299-
7884, or mail to Ruth Blasingame at 8711 Deer 
Run Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008.

Illinois Granger 
Donations

A $15 donation was made to the Illinois 
Granger this month by Lester and Betty Hardt, 
members of Broad Hollow Grange.  A BIG 
THANK YOU goes out to them.

If you wish to donate to the Illinois Granger, 
please make your check out to the Illinois State 
Grange and mail it to Ruth Blasingame, Editor  
8711 Deer Run Dr. Belvidere, IL 61008.

All donations are welcome and appreciated!!


