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Illinois State Grange
Oh My.  What a great 1st MidWest Grange Leader-

ship Conference.  This was the first time that the Mid-
West Youth Conference and the Great Lakes Leaders 
Conference were held together, June 15-17, 2018.  We 
were at Home Grange in Ceresco, Michigan.  Thanks 
for the Michigan hospitality.  Connie Johnston and Sha-
ron Poplar were well organized and had planned well 
for the group of Grangers.  Illinois was represented by 
State Overseer/Youth Director Karie Blasingame, State 
Lecturer Ethan Edwards, State Junior Director Mindy 
Schiefer, Illinois Granger Editor Ruth Blasingame, my 
Granddaughter Bailey McDonald, her friend Riley Bland 
and me.  We enjoyed touring a horse stable, and Roland 
Winter’s Grange Museum, making soap, workshops, and 
meeting new people, and lots more I’ll let Karie, Mindy, 
Ethan and Ruth tell you about.  For those of you that re-
member Roland & Beulah Winter, Roland at 92 years of 
age is doing great and has invested lots of time into pre-
serving Michigan and National Grange history.  He was 
past Michigan Master, past National Grange Executive 
Committee, and they both were National Grange Deaf 
Activates Directors.  Thank you for your service.  Next 
year’s plans are starting, the host will be Indiana.  Watch 
for more information.  

We have a new Webmaster, DJ Joseph.  DJ’s email 

for the website is  ilstategrange@gmail.com.  So please 
send to her any information that you would like to have 
on the website.   Thank you Mike Ratcliffe for starting 
our illinoisgrange.org web site and for your many years 
of service.  We appreciate your efforts.  THANKS MIKE.

Thanks to the new Agriculture person Earl David of 
Hopewell Grange.  He will be serving a two year term 
starting now and ending in September 2020 as chair.  He 
will be unable to attend this year’s session due to prior 
commitment.  Thanks Earl for saying “I’d be delighted”.

Any of you who were at State Session the last time 
it was at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows proba-
bly heard the speakers about the new GROW permanent 
exhibit at the St Louis Science Center.  Anyone interest-
ed in taking a tour of the St Louis Science Center that 
would include the GROW exhibit please contact Char-
lotte Mehrtens, donchar62@gmail.com.  The tour will 
be on Thursday Sept 13, leaving the Shrine at noon. The 
Science Center website gives you lots of details, slsc.org.  
The exhibit is free, there is a parking fee.  It is about 40 
minutes from the Session.  

State Session letters have been sent to the Granges.  
Please comply with deadlines.  Sheri’s letter did not men-
tion room rate did not include tax, so the room rate is 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 11 – Ladies Night Out – Emerald Mound Grange

July 19 – BBQ Dinner 4-7pm Emerald Mound

July 20-21 – Junior Jamboree Camp-In – Hopewell Grange

July 28 – St. Clair County Pomona Fundraiser for State Session

Aug 4 – ISG JR Day – Emerald Mound Grange

Aug 6 – DEADLINE for Legacy Family Forms to National Grange

Aug 6 – DEADLINE Distinguished Grange forms to National Grange

Aug 7-12 – Boone County Fair

Aug 12 – Turkey Hill Grange Ham and Peach Dinner

Sept 14-16 – State Grange Session, Belleville, IL National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows

Oct 25 – Hopewell Pancake Supper

Oct 28 – Turkey Hill Wurst market

Nov 4 – Floraville Community Wurst market

Nov 11 – Flora Roast Beef Dinner Fundraiser

Nov 12-18 – National Grange Session in Stowe, Vermont

Nov 13-15 – Broad Hollow Branson Trip

Nov 17 – 70th Anniversary 1-4 pm Al & Darlene Henninger

now open. Deadline is August 6, 11:59 p.m Eastern • Dis-
tinguished Grange Application deadline August 6, 11:59 
p.m Eastern.  Please consider sending in an applications 
if you or your Grange qualifies.  

GRIT (Grange Resources, Information, and Training) 
Conference will be held October 21, 2018 at Hopewell 
Grange.  ALL GRANGERS are mandated to attend.  If 
you want to know what is happening with Illinois Grange 
come to GRIT conference.  The meeting will start at 
1:00pm.  ALL GRANGERS are invited to attend.  ALL 
GRANGERS are encouraged to attend.  ALL GRANG-
ERS are mandated to attend, at least Lynette’s mandate.  
If you want to know what is happening with Grange 
come to GRIT.  

For a little bit of a rant – recently a Granger called 
saying they did not get packets of information of what 
was happening for the contests.  I asked if they or anyone 
from there Grange had been to State Session, no, had they 
or their Grange members been to GRIT, no, did they or 
anyone from their Grange been to the March Leadership 
Conference, no, do you read the articles in the Illinois 
Granger, well no, no time.  HOW can you expect to know 
what is going on if you or your Grange members do not 
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$77.85 plus tax.  Don’t forget that we would 
like everyone to dress in 1818 period costume 
for Friday night’s dinner.  To show our sup-
port for the Illinois Bi-Centennial celebration.  
ALL GRANGERS are mandated to attend.  
If you want to know what is happening with 
Grange come to State Session.  There is a fee 
for each family of $5.  This fee will assist 
with paying for the room and necessary other 
facilities.

National Grange Website has this infor-
mation: Grange Legacy Family nominations 

continued on page 5
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“Pool noodle, balloons, and duct tape? ?  Come to the Junior Jamboree to find out how these will be used. 

Troy Grove Grange Report
Troy Grove Grange met June 21, 2018, at 7:00 PM 

at the Hall. 6 sisters and 2 brothers were in attendance.  
Family Activities Chairman Joan Dennison reported 
there had been no meeting due to conflicting com-
mitments. Community Service Chairman Ethel Bau-
er reported the flags had been placed on Veterans 
graves in the Troy Grove and Peterstown cemeteries 
for Memorial Day. The flags had been removed the 
week following. Ethan Plote reported on the State FFA 
Convention. Ethan participated in the public speaking 
contest. Each entrant had 30 minutes to draft a speech 
and present it. Ethan won 3rd place. He also received 
the State FFA Degree, highest degree in state. In com-
munications, the post office is taking care of the need-
ed repairs to the handicap ramp. The air conditioner in 
the post office is not working. The Grange will replace 
it this week.  The next meeting of Troy Grove Grange 
will be July 19, 2018 at 7 PM at the Hall.



On June 1-2 Hopewell Junior Grange had a junior camp at Hopewell 
Grange Hall. There were 11 juniors who enjoyed Crafts for State Projects, 
water activity and water balloons, camp fire, an adventure to a local park, 
and must important fun quality time with each other. Thank you to the 
mothers that helped in various ways we always 
appreciate the help. Hopewell Members are 
excited for the next Junior camp that is coming 
in July.



The Ag Report
It’s July already!  We’re almost halfway through 

the summer. Farming is no longer limited to the coun-
try.  There are more and more urban farms in our cit-
ies.  Some places where houses have been torn down 
are now farm fields in the middle of the city.  Urban 
gardens are prominent in most cities and towns.  “Both 
Chicago and St. Louis along with other cities have 
rooftop gardens growing vegetables, flowers, berries, 
and small fruit trees.  The building has to be able to 
hold the weight and have proper drainage to work.  
With a roof-top garden, there’s less water going into 
the gutters.  One acre of roof-top gardens can produce 
1,000 pounds of food.  One place in Chicago has a 
market on the first floor.  They harvest the produce 
from the roof and sell it while it’s still fresh to cus-
tomers coming into the market on the first floor. Many 
restaurants in the cities have roof-top gardens to serve 
the herbs and fresh vegetables in their restaurants on 
the ground floor--some even have chickens out back.  
Other chefs contract with surrounding farms to get the 
freshest produce.  Trucking produce long distances re-
sults in produce picked green and nutrition being lost 
on its way to grocery stores.  Lettuce, for example, los-
es its nutrition after only three days. Experiments are 
being done to make better plants.  They’re experiment-
ing with drying lettuce and putting it into a capsule.  
In dried pill form, it needs no refrigeration so can be 
used in third world countries.  Indoor urban farms are 
also being grown.  The lighting, temperature, mois-
ture, and other weather conditions are ideal--no pests, 
no varied conditions and crops are produced 365 days 
a year.  Vertical farms and hydroponics are also being 
used both indoors and outdoors on old parking lots, 
etc.  Experiments are being done where DNA is inject-
ed into leaves and grows as part of the plants cells.  It 
can be grafted onto a healthy plant.  We will be able 
to grow vaccines and drugs much cheaper with this 
method.  The plants can be ground up and we would 
not have to give vaccines, etc. as a shot.

  There will always be a need for farms.  Of 7 billion 
people worldwide, only 6 million are getting enough 
food.  By 2050, there will be 9 billion people.  One 
acre of various urban farming can support 100,000 
plants.  Nutrients can be provided in the water and co-
conut fibers are used to support them.  Urban farming 
keeps from having to ship produce long distances so 
its fresher when it’s consumed in urban areas. 

  Throughout the world, deserts are spreading so we 
will need to find new ways to grow food.  Farms in the 
future will still be the main place for food production 
to help feed the world.  Crops will be developed with 
deeper root systems and will produce bigger yields.  
Plans will be developed to use water more efficient-
ly.  Weeds, for example, grow under any condition.  
Food will be grown to grow like weeds do.  Plants will 
be developed to withstand changing climate making 
them more resistant to climate change.  Rice is one 
crop that’s greatly affected by changing climate mak-
ing it hard to grow.  Much of the world relies on rice.  
Different plants can be combined so they’re more tol-
erant of changing climates.  One of the best plants to 
combine with a crop plant is weeds which can survive 
extreme conditions.  Recombining a weed’s genes and 
rice genes will result in smart rice.  This has happened 
somewhat in other plants over millions of years natu-
rally but is a slow process.  Experiments will make this 
happen quicker.

  A lot of food; such as, apples and grapes plus many 
others are left to rot on farms and also food we buy is 
wasted since we usually buy more than we can eat fast 
enough.  Different ways will be developed to process, 
package, and transport to keep waste down.  We’ll be 
looking closer at supply and demand and only produce 
what demand will support.  Each year $160 billion of 
food is thrown away. 

  For thousands of years, we›ve grown seeds the 
same way.  We put seeds in the ground.  Now we’re 
experimenting with new ways to grow food by grow-
ing plants in other ways.  For example, plants are 
grown using fish waste, combining growing fish in 
water and growing plants in the water—aquaculture. 
The fish produce waste from the food they are fed and 
the plants get nutrients from the waste water while the 
plants make the water clean for the fish.  Six times as 
much food can be grown on the same acre without use 

of pesticides, chemicals, or fertilizer.   
  Besides roof-top urban farming, plants are grown 

in existing multi-story buildings, on parking lots, etc.  
Inside buildings, light is controlled, weather is con-
sistent, and can produce food 365 days a year.  Most 
of the workers are urban residents with no farm back-
ground but have training in urban farming.”

  The skies the limit.  Little do we know the many 
possibilities that are still yet to come.  There›s even 
an experiment in our area to grow elderberries as a 
crop.  Health food stores pay good money for the 
juice from elderberries which is bottled.  Elderberries 
are extremely nutritious, high in antioxidants, and 
produce for many years without starting a new crop 
and working up the fields.

  Stay cool and safe this summer,
 Carol Neff, Illinois State Grange Agriculture 

Chairman

Membership Report
By Lindakay Ebel
ISG Membership Chair

Our 2017/2018 Grange Membership ended as of 
June 30, 2018. Special thanks to those Grange mem-
bers who recruited and signed up new members. I am 
so proud of each of you and congratulate each of you.

I am sending, (or e-mailing) the MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT FOR JULY 1, 2017 THROUGH JUNE 30, 
2018 to all 25 secretaries’ in our Illinois State Grange, 
and I am asking you, PLEASE, return them to me no 
later than July 30, 2018. (If someone other than the 
secretary oversees membership, please pass the form 
to them to complete). This is VERY important, so 
members that signed up new Grange members get the 
recognition, and I need this information as soon as 
possible, so I can complete my annual report for the 
Illinois State Grange. Be proud of your Grange and 
the Grange members that did recruit new members. I 
am very excited to get each Grange report so see how 
many we increased this year. Please take the time and 
set down and complete the form and return to me, ei-
ther my e-mail at apebel2011@gmail.com or send in 
the mail at 6199 Wolf Road, Kingston, IL 60145. If 
you have questions, contact me at 715-493-2344.

   I do realize it is not always easy to approach peo-
ple, however, I did not have a problem approaching 
people, it was just the excuses they gave to me many 
times, as I was hoping for more yes’ than no’s. Yes, 
we are all busy in todays world, however, I find the 
Grange is a very important and rewarding part of my 
life, and I find I always look forward to the meeting, 
outing, fundraisers, work parties, etc. I have enjoyed 
visiting some of the Granges, meeting new people and 
getting to know them. We all have busy life’s, but I 
find the fellowship in the Grange has been very special 
to me, and most rewarding.

   Maybe now that we will be starting a new mem-
bership year, we might try a new approach, speaking 
with some of the youth. Grange can start a new rela-
tionship with the youth who are a member of a 4-H 
club, FFA Chapter, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and 
other youth leadership and agricultural groups. These 
young people are already primed with the values and 
concerns to Grange and where they could fit into a 
Grange in their community long after they have aged 
out of there youth organizations.  I talked with a little 
boy and girl, (they were 5 and 6 years old), now I must 
sell the Grange to the parents, the kids were ready to 
join immediately.  

   Special thanks to the secretaries for completing 
the form and returning to me promptly.

   God Bless Each of You.

Blast From the Past
By Beverly Smith

Jubilee College is another historic site in Illinois 
that our State Lecturer Ethan Edwards suggested that 
you could visit this year.  The following was taken 
from article in Illinois Granger November 1986 re-
flecting Grangers In Action!

Because of the inspiration of the Community Ser-
vice Committee of Radnor Grange #1158 an organiza-

Broad Hollow 
Grange Report

At Broad Hollow Grange’s June meeting, a dona-
tion was made to the New Athens, Freeburg, Hecker, 
and Smithton Food pantries.  Thank you notes were 
received from 3rd graders in Freeburg and New Ath-
ens for the dictionaries they received.  Members were 
reminded of the various department contests.  A “Fun 
Day” for area kids is being planned for June 21 and July 
10.  Reservations for the Branson trips are coming in.  A 
donation is being made to the State Grange Juniors and 
the State Grange Youth programs. 

Committees reporting were:  Agriculture--Several 
area farms have planted rye in their fields as a cover 
crop with some bailing the rye.  Much needed rain is 
helping the crops that have been planted but delaying 
fields that have not been planted.  The Grange is looking 
into making a Linus quilt.  Ideas to increase member-
ship were discussed.  A report was given on the State 
Grange Picnic with a potluck, speaking contest, youth 
auction, and camping weekend.  Our Grange hosted the 
St. Clair County Grange on June 13.  Memorial Service 
was in honor of Orville Vogler and Mary Feurer and all 
Grangers including charter members who are no longer 
with us.  Topics for resolutions were discussed for the 
program.  Members enjoyed strawberries and ice cream 
and cookies after the meeting.

 Broad Hollow Grange’s May meeting reported that 
the Watkins Fundraiser was a big success.  Thanks goes 
to Grangers and those in the community who purchased 
items.  Plans were made to host the Granges in St. Clair 
County in June.  Highlights were shared from the Na-
tional Grange’s newsletter, “The Patron’s Chain” and a 
report was given on the recent Pomona meeting.  Ar-
ticles have been sent in to two local newspapers and 
“The Illinois Granger” on the Grange Month activities 
we had.  Committees reported that rain is needed to help 
the crops that have been planted.  April was very wet 
and May is very dry.  Members were reminded to think 
about submitting resolutions.  The program was on 
spring and Mother’s Day.  Members were asked what 
their favorite sign of spring was, a game was played 
then the program closed with a Mother’s Day closing 
thought.

tion “Citizens to Preserve Jubilee College” was formed 
in 1971 to urge the State of Illinois to restore the State 
owned historic building.  The building was founded by 
Bishop Philander Chase, first Bishop of Illinois, as a 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1839.  
This old stone building is located in Jubilee State Park 
three miles from Radnor Grange and 14 miles north 
west of Peoria.  The Seminary opened and closed sev-
eral times due to lack of funds.  It closed permanent-
ly in 1911.  The “Citizens Committee” helped in the 
restoration and it was dedicated October 25, 1986 and 
is now under the supervision of the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency.  

From Radnor Grange 100th Anniversary article 
June 1974 in Illinois Granger:  Radnor Grange was 
organized February 1874 with 30 charter members at 
Hales Mills at Pottstown.  They met in Tucker school 
house which had burned and been rebuilt.  One of the 
rules was “No Tobacco to be used in the building and 
anyone found spitting on the floor was to be fined 25 
cents!”  Probably not enforced because in March 1877 
minutes said tobacco was used very freely.  In April 
they voted to not allow music in the Grange, but in 
May that was amended to allow an organ to be used.  
They bought one for $125.   In 1881 they built a hall, 
1882 it was finished costing $1070.   In 1951 it was 
remodeled and enlarged for cost of $2825.  They or-
ganized a Juvenile Grange in December 1938 and they 
paid for a well and pump in the remodeling.  

Grangers and changing times, history keeps march-
ing on!  



Legislative News
The following are excerpts from a report that was 

released by State Representative Bob Pritchard to all 
Legislative Directors across the state, of whitch I am 
one.

As you may have heard by now, I am resigning 
my position as State Representative on July 1. I had 
planned to finish the term in the 100th General Assem-
bly, but was recently appointed by Governor Bruce 
Rauner to the Northern Illinois University Board of 
Trustees. That appointment, also effective on July 1, 
prompted my early resignation from the legislature. 
Therefore, this issue of the Pritchard Perspective will 
be my last. 

I want to express my appreciation for the opportu-
nity to serve as a Representative for the 70th district 
over the past 15 years, and for the opportunity to get 
to know the people of this region. I gained great sat-
isfaction helping constituents and advocating for this 
region of our state. 

Throughout my time in Springfield, I have worked 
in a bipartisan manner on legislation that made signif-
icant strides to improve our state. From changing our 
school funding formula to passing legislation that will 
help attract students to our institutions of higher edu-
cation here in Illinois, I am proud of the work that was 
accomplished on behalf of all our residents. 

While I close this chapter of my service to our com-
munity and state, I look forward to continuing to serve 
the region and working for education in a different 
capacity. The future of Illinois is in our innovation, 
skilled workforce and making the state attractive to 
employers, and this truly starts with education. If we 
can start there, we can continue to rebuild Illinois and 
achieve our dreams.

Internet Sales Now Taxed:  The U.S. Supreme 
Court has overturned an earlier ruling (Quill vs North 
Dakota) and now allows states to charge sales tax on 
internet purchases. The Illinois legislature anticipated 
this ruling and passed rules with the FY 2019 budget 
to impose a 6.25 percent sales tax on internet compa-
nies with more than $100,000 in sales to Illinois resi-
dents. As online shopping has grown in recent years, 
on-line retailers without a physical presence in Illinois 
had a price advantage over retailers with a “brick and 
mortar” store. States, counties and municipalities also 
were losing billions of dollars annually in potential 
sales tax revenue. For Illinois, the fiscal impact of this 
decision will be an estimated $200 million in addition-
al sales tax revenue for the year. 

Reducing Reliance on Property Taxes 
The new education funding formula has included a 

property tax reform options to replace local property 
tax dollars with state dollars. With the $350 million in 
additional funding for education in the FY2019 bud-
get, $300 million goes to districts through the new, eq-
uitable formula and $50 million goes to the Property 
Tax Relief Fund that was created to help low-property 
wealth, high-tax communities. Illinois contributes the 
smallest share of education funding of any state and 
therefore has the greatest dependence on property tax-
es to fund education. Reversing the inequity in Illinois’ 
school funding system will take time, but reducing the 
reliance on property taxes to fund education is the right 
step forward. The property tax relief pool fund comes 
into effect this year and school districts can apply for 
grants that compensate them for reductions in their 
property tax levy and the amount of dollars they re-
ceive from real estate owners. The goal of the Property 
Tax Relief Fund--along with additional state funding 
for education--is to start moving districts away from 
relying on property taxes to fund their schools. 

$16 Million in Grants Will Help Agriculture 
Gov. Bruce Rauner announced last week the release 

of $16 million in agriculture grants. The funds being 
released from the FY2018 budget will fund soil & 
water districts, county fairs and agriculture societies, 
and the University of Illinois Extension services. Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, which protect our 
state’s farmland through strategic conservation efforts, 
will receive $6 million. The Department will be issu-
ing more than $61,000 to each of the 97 districts to 
help fund operations. More than $54,000 will be sent 
to each of the 92 county fairs across the state. This 
will mainly be dedicated to helping operations at the 
fairs and may be used to support critical facility re-

habilitation needs. A study from the University of 
Illinois shows county fairs generate more than $90 
million annually and create more than 1,000 jobs each 
summer. Approximately 1.5 million Illinois residents 
take part in programs offered by University of Illinois 
Extension each year targeting all ages. Extension pro-
vides educational assistance in the areas of energy and 
environmental stewardship, food safety and security, 
economic development and workforce preparedness, 
family health, financial security and wellness, and 
youth development. The Department of Agriculture 
will disperse $5 million dollars to assist the organiza-
tion with its core mission.

Adoption Tax Credit Offered
Governor Rauner visited Children’s Home and Aid 

of Rockford, a leading child and family service agen-
cy, to promote the new adoption tax credit that was in-
cluded in this year’s state budget. The credit will help 
make it easier for families who want to adopt children 
to navigate the often costly and difficult process. 

The new adoption tax credit, based on the existing 
federal tax credit, offers up to $5,000 for a couple who 
is adopting a child at least one-year-old who resides in 
Illinois. Other adoption situations will qualify for up 
to a $2,000 credit. 

The adoption tax credit was part of the larger bud-
get negotiations that led to the passage of a balanced 
budget. The Governor hopes to expand this credit in 
the future to encourage even more families adopt chil-
dren and youth. 

Discovery Partners Institute Unveiled 
I recently attended a ceremony detailing plans for 

the Discovery Partners Institute (DPI) in Chicago to 
accelerate Illinois’ prowess for technology and inno-
vation. The project was appropriated $500 million in 
the FY2019 State budget. Governor Rauner speaking 
at the event, said the institute will be led by the Uni-
versity of Illinois System and be the centerpiece of the 
Illinois Innovation Network (IIN). The network, which 
includes Northern Illinois University, will be a system 
of research centers across the state tailored to meet 
the needs of individual regions and grow their econo-
mies. During the news conference, U of I System Pres-
ident Tim Killeen announced the system is providing 
$6 million over the next four years to support start-up 
efforts. He also introduced OSF Healthcare as the first 
corporate partner and the first international academic 
partner from Israel. Northwestern University and the 
University of Chicago are also collaborators.  The goal 
is to have private sector sources match the state lev-
el of funding given to the project. DPI is expected to 
be an economic engine that will fuel job creation here 
in Illinois.  According to Killeen, DPI will initially be 
home to about a hundred world-class researchers and 
top faculty from across the U of I System. They will 
work with thousands of students every year, countless 
businesses--both large and small--and with entrepre-
neurs and investors to spur enterprise creation in Illi-
nois. 

Attention to Sexual Abuse in Schools 
Last week I attended a joint hearing of House and 

Senate lawmakers investigating sexual abuse of stu-
dents within Chicago Public Schools (CPS). While the 
Chicago media have focused on the problem in our 
state’s largest school system, it is a situation in many 
districts that must be stopped. 

The hearing raised numerous important questions 
that must be asked at school board meetings in all our 
districts: 

1. Do school districts train staff on mandatory re-
porting duties of abuse? 

2. Are the best practices of children’s advocacy 
centers being used in responding to victims? 

3. Do school districts have policies about handling 
reported sexual abuse and holding people accountable? 

4. Do all employees receive background checks? 
5. Should districts be required to share information 

about abusers with future employers? 
There will be additional committee hearings in 

downstate Illinois this summer as part of the continu-
ing investigation into sexual abuse. Several bills have 
been introduced in the legislature as well to respond to 
the situation. One of them, HB5923, will give the State 
Superintendent of Education the authority to initiate a 
suspension or revoke a license of any educator who 
fails to report an instance of child abuse or neglect. 
Those who work in our schools are ‘mandatory report-

Family Activities
Happenings

Yes Virginia (fellow Grangers) there is a Santa 
Claus (FAC chairman),  May and June have been two 
of the hottest months on record.  I can’t wait to see 
what July and August bring.  I hope all of you are stay-
ing cool and finding time to work on your entries.  

My favorite category this year is the 200th birthday 
category.  I can’t wait to see what all of you talent-
ed, creative people come up with.  This category will 
be judged by Lincolns.  Pennies, that is.  All fellow 
Grangers will be voting with pennies on their favorite 
cake and pillow.  I will have rolls of pennies for pur-
chase if needed.  The pennies along with the proceeds 
from auctioning off the cakes and pillows will be do-
nated to the Interfaith Food Pantry (Community Ser-
vice 2018).  Winners will not only get bragging rights 
but a special prize from me.  

I have been actively looking for prizes for the Fam-
ily Activities Raffle.  I think I’ve found some really 
unique and interesting items.  Hopefully you are al-
ready selling raffle tickets at your monthly meetings.  
If you need more you can contact me or soon there will 
be a downloadable copy on the website.

I would like to assure everyone that I do know the 
State Session is September 14-16th.  I say this because 
in case you haven’t noticed I have everything dated 
wrong.  Entries are due on Friday the 14th (not 13th) and 
the raffle is Saturday the 15th (not the 14th).  

Thinking cool thoughts
Marilyn Hoffmann
FAC chairman

continued from page 1

ers,’ when they see or hear of cases of assault or abuse. 
Solving the Public Pension Crisis 
One of my regrets as I leave the legislature is that 

we haven’t adequately dealt with the public pension 
system crisis. Due in large part to past legislative ac-
tions, the five major public pension systems are un-
derfunded by nearly $130 billion. Continuing with the 
current payment policies is unsustainable. The legis-
lature has created a pension payment ramp that grows 
each year until reaching 90 percent funding by the year 
2045. To continue with this ramp using current reve-
nue projections, the legislature will need to cut public 
services each year and will not be able to provide ad-
ditional funding for education. 

Fire Marshall Must Now Inspect: I was successful 
in passing HB 5551 this spring and Governor Rauner 
signed it into law on June 22. This bill requires the 
State Fire Marshal to again provide necessary fire in-
spection for Community-Integrated Living Arrange-
ments (CILAs) so they can comply with licensing 
requirements. Legislation last year omitted the respon-
sibility for the Fire Marshall to provide the inspection 
and local fire departments were not able to provide 
the inspection. As a result, new CILAs could not be 
licensed or operate. It’s a great satisfaction to see the 
situation corrected. 

I wish you a wonderful summer and look forward 
to seeing you in my new role. You can continue to 
reach me at 815-761-4058 or bobpritchard5@frontier.
com   -Bob

I for one am sad to see Mr. Pritchard go. Bob will 
still receive a copy of the Granger as he is a member of 
Flora Grange. The Illinois State Grange and numerous 
Granges as well as other organization in and out of the 
State have had Mr. Pritchard as a speaker at numerous 
events, there is none better. Thank you, Robert, and 
Good Luck in your future endeavors. 

With that I will sign off. God Bless, from Marion 
and Jean Thornberry 

attend any of the events that the State Grange promotes?  
Or read the paper that the State Grange sends to you 
via USPS mail or website??  I believe that each Grange 
needs to take a little responsibility to gather the informa-
tion about contests and other projects/programs that your 
Grange might want to take advantage of.  All GRANG-
ERS can attend any Grange events that are held.  The 
events are held to aid Grangers and Granges to be better.  
Every Grange should participate in all the Grange events.



Flora Grange Report
By Lindakay Ebel
Flora Grange held their annual Grange family picnic 

on Tuesday, June 12 with 36 members in attendance at 
the Grange hall with many delicious dishes brought by 
members. Following the picnic, members moved upstairs 
for the meeting.

Master Albert Q. Ebel, III called the meeting to or-
der and Jack Ratcliffe presented the annual non-Grange 
Community Service Award to Louis Nickels, National 
Resource Conservation Service as a Conservationist for 
Boone County Soil and Water as well as other Counties, 
and Master Ebel presented the annual Grange Award 
to Mike Ratcliffe. Mike has served as the Illinois State 
Grange webmaster for some 11 years as well as other 
Granges, and still serves as Flora Grange webmaster. 
They were both thanked for their services.

A report was given on our Little Hershey’s Antique 
Car show where Flora Grange served breakfast and lunch 
on May 19th & 20th. There was a motion to not participate 
in this next year.

Angelique Bodine gave a report on the Food Cart 
Frenzy held on June 9 at Countryside Pacemaker, Pop-
lar Grove. Angelique decorated the food cart and she and 
Deb Silvers, co-chairs, dressed in the theme. Albert and 
Lindakay Ebel were also a part of the food frenzy, putting 

Mike Ratcliffe - Granger of the Year

Lewis Nickels, Non-Granger of the Year

Safety Town 
Day Camp

Food Cart Frenzy

462 food items in the cart in 5 minutes, totaling $383.16. A fun time was had with the 
6 Granges that participated. The food was donated to the Salvation Army in Belvidere.

Safety Town Day Camp was held June 12-15th at the Boone County Fairgrounds, 
and each day there were several safety lessons presented to the children that attended, 
with crafts and snacks.

Membership chair, Lindakay Ebel stated that June 30th, 2018 ends the Grange mem-

Al Ebel Jr. President of Flora Grange



Turkey Hill Report
 The past two months have been very busy.  

Both the Thursday afternoon Bar B Que and the Old 
Town Farmers Market beginning the first week of 
May.  Sales of both Bar B Que and the Market have 
been normal with no excitement.  It is encouraging 
to see the attendance increase at the Market as more 
produce becomes available.  We have received appli-
cations for membership for six people in the past two 
months.  Two of them were ‘Welcomed” at the June 
meeting.

 There are wonderful sighs that our Junior 
Grange may be back in full swing soon.  We now have 
three Juniors who are in the +1 category.  At the June 
meeting, the President appointed a team to examine 
the building improvements that are needed.  This Team 
is to give special attention on remodeling our kitchen 
as well as other possible capital improvements.  The 
Team has met once and made a list of improvements 
that are needs in the very near future.  

 As part of our Community Service participa-
tion, we provided the chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
tea, lemonade, and coffee for 84 non-members funeral 
meal in our dining room  Other food was provided by 
the family of the deceased.

LOOKING FORWARD:  Our annual Ham and 
Peach Dinner will be August 12, 2018

Prairie Grange Report 
Prairie Grange hosted FOOD CART FRENZY 

on Saturday June 9 at the Poplar Grove Countryside 
Market.  They graciously allow us to take over their 
store for two hours each year for this event and give 
us a five percent discount on our purchases.  We had 

bership for the 2017-2018 year. She stated she was very 
happy with the new Grange members that were brought 
into our Flora Grange. She reported that she herself 
joined the Grange and Pomona Grange for fellowship 
with other members and for community service.

June has been a busy month for Flora Grange, besides 
our Food Cart Frenzy and Safety Town Day Camp, we 
will be holding our Applebee’s Flapjack on Saturday, 
June 23rd, Pomona Grange will hold their annual picnic 
and election of Pomona officers at the fairgrounds on 
Wednesday, June 27th, and our Flora Grange members 
will be making and serving the food for the annual Kirk-
land Lions Ladies night out on June 28th. We will also be 
serving food at the kennel dog show at the fairgrounds on 
July 12 & 13th and pork chop dinner on the evening on 
July 14th. The date of September 8th was set for Habitat 
for Humanity. The annual Boone County farm breakfast 
was held on the Hildebrandt Farm on Saturday, June 16 
from 6:30 – 11a.m. at South Beloit.

We discussed resolutions for ISG, and they are due by 
July 27th. Jack Ratcliffe will head this committee.  Mo-
tion was made to send Master Al Ebel and his first lady, 
Lindakay to be Flora Grange delegates again this year.

Kathee Frazer, Junior leader stated the juniors will 
again have a float in the Cherry Valley 4th of July parade. 
Met there at 11:30 am. Motion to give $40.00 to the Kelly 
Farm again this year from the juniors.

Donna West gave her chaplain’s report and $100 was 
given to her Chaplain’s fund. 

We will not have a meeting in the month of July, 
however Flora Grange members will meet at the Boone 
County Fairgrounds for a clean up night. Refreshments at 
Culver’s, (Dutch treat) afterwards. 

Emalee Culver collected $25.00 in ‘G’ bills this eve-
ning.

Meeting was adjourned.

six teams this year.  They were; County Line Grange, 
Flora Grange, Boone County Pomona Grange, Boone 
County Fairboard, Prairie Junior Grange and Prairie 
Grange.  County Line Grange won the cart decorating 
contest.  We were able to donate 4,071 items to the 
Belvidere Salvation Army food pantry with help from 
everyone.  We also received monetary donations for 
the food pantry from Beaver Valley Grange, Big Thun-
der Grange and John and Pat Henninger. A great time 
was had by all.

We had our regular meeting on Monday June 18.  
Our attendance was pretty low as a storm blew in with 
torrential rains just before the meeting.  We had wa-
ter in the basement of the Grangehall which is also 
where our kitchen and seating area are.  Membership 
Direstor Lindakay and Al Ebel were among our guests 
that night.  We squished our way through the water and 
enjoyed a great meal after the meeting.  

We discussed items that were stolen at the auction 
and that we may need to consider hiring security for 
Saturday night and Sunday morning next year.  We 
donated to ACS Strides.  John has been working on 
getting a bid for retaining walls behind the Grangehall 
to help with the water issue.  Lyle and Patti will not be 
able to attend State Session this year due to a family 
wedding.  Heather Ellwanger will be serving as Po-
mona in Patti’s place and Ruth Blasingame will serve 
on the Executive Committee in Lyle’s place.  We re-
capped the Relay for Life that was held on June 2.  The 
membership/attendance drawing prize was provided 
by Al and Darlene Henninger and won by Jim Olstad.

Our next meeting will be our Picnic on July 16, 
6:30 pm at the Food Pavilion at the Fairgrounds.

Turkey Hill Junior Grangers and friends observe the honey bees buzzing around their hives at the home of Jr Grange Leader Stacey Rutledge. The 
Juniors and their friends checked out the bee wax,  frames, and honey as part of the Pollinator Jr Grange project.



Chaplain’s Corner
As we celebrate the month of July which many 

consider the Freedom month we ask ourselves what is 
really going on in the world. As we listen to the news 
reporters report what they believe is right we have to 
wonder if all of it is right or do they just want out at-
tention. Many people in this country do not know what 
to believe anymore, but back in Jesus time most likely 
they felt the same way, what do we really believe, we 
know that the Word of God is the word we need to 
follow as this is the way to follow our Savior. As we 
follow the precepts  of our order we are to exemplify 
our principles in Faith, in Hope, in Charity, and with 
Fidelity, just our we need to serve our Lord. We are to 
promote the welfare of our country and to mankind. 
We are to serve our Lord each day and share with our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ. This is the true meaning 
everyday and every month of our lives this is the way 
Christ wants us to live. May Gods love be with those 
who are mourning the loss of loved ones our Sypathy 
is with you.  Gods Blessing be with each of you with 
your joys and sorrow for we are faithful . Freedom 
comes to us in many ways keep your eyes open for the 
freedom we all enjoy .

County Line 
Grange Report

Our regular meeting was held June 13. Thanks 
go to Stephanie and Terry for hosting.  We had two 
guests who are considering joining our Grange. We 
would be honored to have them.

We won for best decorated cart in the Food Cart 
Frenzy. Sandy and Jason were our “Super Granger” 
shoppers. Thank you. A fun time was had by all who 
attended. There were not a lot of rules this year, so a 
whole lot of cheating went on. It is a wonderful way 
to help stock food for the needy. The food was donat-
ed to the Belvidere Salvation Army.

We served about 90 people at the Relay-for-Life 
survivors dinner. This was held at the Boone County 
Fairgrounds June 2.

At our meeting we discussed what to serve the 
Habit-for-humanity workers June 23rd. This was lat-
er cancelled by them and rescheduled for Sept. 1.

We are having a float in Belvidere’s Heritage Days 
parade June 24th. Theme is “Belvidere Milestones”, 
but we are just doing patriotic decorations.

Pete and John have started some repairs at the 
fairgrounds food stand. Others will be painting and 
cleaning in the upcoming days.

County Line Grange is sponsoring Joellen’s 
granddaughter, Taryn, in the Little Miss Boone 
County Fair competition. Good luck to her. 

Sign in sheets for volunteering in the Reed School-
house and the Granges Museum were passed around. 
If anyone out there is interested is working at either 
of these during the Fair, please contact Linda Mullins 
at 815-544-9022. We would appreciate any help, es-
pecially in the museum. Thank you.

Scholarships were reported on. They have been 
presented to our winners. Congratulations to them.

We hope you are having a safe fun Summer!

Boone County 
Pomona Grange Report

Boone County Pomona Grange held their summer 
picnic on Wednesday June 27 at the Boone County 
Fairgrounds.  We enjoyed a potluck meal with fried 
chicken provided by the Grange.

After dinner we held our election of officers for the 
next two years.  They are as follows:  Master Ruth 
Blasingame, Overseer Dave Geske, Lecturer Heather 
Ellwanger, Steward John Henninger, Assistant Stew-
ard Don Ellwanger, Lady Assistant Steward Kim Rob-
in, Chanplain Jennifer Tobin-Tinch, Treasurer Lin-
dakay, Ebel, Secretary Patti Lee, Gatekeeper Adam 
Ellwanger, Ceres Jean Thornberry, Flora Linda Mul-
lins, Pomona Emalee Culver, Executive Committee 1 
year Gordon Butt, Executive Committee 2 years Jack 
Ratcliffe, Executive Committee 3 years Marion Thorn-
berry, Fairboard Director Tom Ratcliffe and Fairboard 
Director Sharyn Geske.  Thank you to all who have 
served as officers and congratulations to those newly 
elected.  Delegates to State Session will be Ruth and 
Karie Blasingame.

We voted to sponsor a young member in the Boone 
County Fair Queen Pageant this year.  Rachel Myers, a 
Prairie Grange member, will represent Boone County 
Pomona Grange.

We finished the evening with a wagon and walking 
historical tour of the Fairgrounds.  Al Henninger talk-
ed to us about the purchase of the grounds, building 
the buildings, and many other points of interest that 
our newer members may not have heard before.  It was 
a great tour.  Thanks to Al for all his preparation and 
for sharing his knowledge with us.

Leaf River Grange 
Community Service 
Award

The members of Leaf River Grange want to congrat-
ulate Steve Shelton, the Chief of the Leaf River Fire 
Department, for his deep commitment to our commu-
nity’s needs.

Steve has served over 12 years on the Village Board; 
he is employed by the village to do the mowing and to 
assist “Cam” with other duties as needed.

In addition, he has unselfishly worked countless 
hours at the River Valley complex the last 14 years.

In addition to both of these outstanding accomplish-
ments, this will mark his 30th year as a member of the 
Leaf River Fire Department.  Due to his dedication, 
knowledge and hands on experience, he has worked 
himself up thru the ranks and currently holds the posi-
tion of Fire Chief for the last four years.

He thoroughly enjoys spending time teaching the 
younger generations and shares his wealth of knowl-
edge and experience of serving for the Fire Department.

Congratulation Steve, your family and the commu-
nity are proud of you and your achievements.

Mary Jane Zipse, Lecturer

WASHBURN - Carol A. Buck of Washburn passed 
away on Saturday, June 9, 2018, at Heritage Health in 
Chillicothe. She was born to Roland and Alice (Ev-
ans) Crocker on April 9, 1936, at the Henry Hospital 
in Henry, Illinois. She married William “Bill” Buck on 
May 15, 1955.  Carol is survived by her husband, Bill; 
daughters, Debbie (Dave) Crew, Diane (Dave) King-
sland and Donna (Ken) Bell; son, Dan (Katie) Buck; 
grandchildren, Alison Crew, Kelli Kingsland, Michael 
Kingsland, Brian Weiss, Patrick (Jeanette) Bell and 
Dalton Buckingham; great-grandchildren, Vincent 
and Amelia Bell; and sister, Audrey (Jim) Smith.  She 
was preceded in death by her parents, two sisters and 
daughter, Deloris (DeeDee). Carol was a homemak-
er and farmed with Bill. She was a member of the 
Washburn Christian Church, serving on the Outreach 
committee and Board Chairman. She was a Richland 
Grange member for 67 years, the Flora for the IL 
State Grange for 6 years and Women’s Activities Di-
rector. Carol and Bill were Young Married Couple for 
the State Grange. She worked for Community Care 
Agency and was Board Chairman for MSW Projects 
in Henry. Carol and Bill also belonged to the Marshall 
County Historical Society and Lacon Area Communi-
ty Center..

Notes from Ruth
If the paper looks a little different this month it is.  

We have changed to a new publisher.  The paper will 
now be published by the Boone County Journal in Bel-
videre Illinois.  

Please continue to send your articles and pictures 
to me as you have been doing.  We have gained some 
space and should be able to put a lot more in the paper.

Those State Officers who have not written an arti-
cle yet had better hurry, there is only one more issue 
before State Session.

My goal next year is to get at least one article from 
every Grange in the state.  So if it seems like I am 
bugging you, I probably am.  I am also always updat-
ing the mailing list.  If you get new members send me 
either their address or email address.  Also if you lose 
members I need to know so that I can remove them 
from the list.  Thanks for your cooperation.

The deadline to submit articles for the August issue 
is July 26.

“Well Done, Good and 
Faithful Servants”

Carol A. Buck

Illinois State 
Grange Youth Dept.
By Karie Blasingame – ISG Youth Director

The Midwest Grange Lead-
ership Conference was held 
in Michigan, June 15 – 17, 
5 Grangers from 6 different 
states shared information, fel-
lowship, food and knowledge. 
The conference is open to all 

ages from 5 to 105. This year’s conference we were 
separated into different groups for workshops which 
seemed to work well. Juniors enjoyed making differ-
ent crafts and more. Lecturers, state Grange leaders 
met and shared ideas, Youth participated in an escape 
room, public speaking and Grange Jeopardy, lots of 
fun was had by all. Next year’s conference will be 
held in Indiana. This year we had 5 Grangers and a 
guest from Illinois, it would be nice to double that for 
next year in Indiana. 

I hope everyone has been working on projects for 
all the departments for state session. It would be nice 
to see lots of variety at state session. 

I’m looking for volunteers for opening the Grange 
on Sunday morning. If you would like to participate, 
please email me at kblasingame77@gmail.com or 
call 815-299-0313 and leave a message. We will be 
practicing on Saturday night immediately following 
the auction. Which means be changed and ready to 
practice when the auction ends, we have a limited 
amount of time in the room. Hope to see you at state 
session in September. 


