
Grange Motto
In essentials...Unity

In non-essentials...Liberty
In all things...Charity

❖ ❖ ❖ 
Send Grange news to:

Ruth Blasingame, 8711 Deer Run Drive, Belvidere, IL 61008
or e-mail to: illinoisgranger2017@gmail.com by February 28, 2018.

❖ ❖ ❖ 

Lynette’s Visions 
and Wisdoms
Lynette Schaeffer 

President
of Illinois State Grange

VOLUME 102        February 2018                                                         No. 02

The weather in Southern Illinis this 
January day is delightful!! It is about 
60 degrees, and yes it will be colder 
tomorrow but today is great.  I hope 
that many of you were able to spend 
time enjoying the weather.  Our family 
made plans to celebrate Lavern & Lu-
cille Lang’s 65th wedding anniversary.  
We celebrated on February 3 but their 
true anniversary is on February 15.  
The whole family will be there and 
I know that is important to all of us.

I am sorry that the leadership train-
ing did not happen in January.  My 
plate is a little full right now.  Karie 
and I have made plans for workshops 
on all the things I learned at Master’s 
conference and Grange Month “The 
Grange Way” discussion, making 
Linus blankets and First Degree dis-
cussion.  There will be one on March 
11th at Turkey Hill Grange Hall from 
1:00 – 4:00.  The date in Boone County 
will be March 25th at the Community 
Grange hall from 1:00 – 4:00.  Hope 
to see you all for these leadership 
meetings.  

I am still looking for someone to be 
part of the Ag Committee.  Please let 
me know if you are interested in the 
position.  

Scholarship applications are due 
by February 19th and I hope there 
are some applications. I hope many 

Granges will take the opportunity to 
donate to the Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  

Karie is the co-chair for the 2019 
National Grange Host Committee.  She 
has added a lot to her plate right now 
and I hope all of you will give her as-
sistance when she asks.  Many of you 
will be called to action to assist with 
the 153rd National Grange Session in 
Bloomington, MN.  

I have been busy with getting into a 
groove with National Executive Com-
mittee and Grange Foundation.  The 
next face to face NG Executive Com-
mittee meeting will be on March 1st in 
Portland, OR as part of the Master’s 
Conference. We will also be having a 
Grange Foundation meeting.  

The next IL Executive Committee 
meeting will be March 17th, much will 
be discussed, including the scholar-
ships and 2018 State Grange Session.  
It will be at the Dixie Truck Stop in 
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Blast From The Past
By Beverly Smith

 
Hopefully by the time you read 

this, I will be in Florida enjoying the 
sunshine instead of snow!

Back in October I visited Dorothy 
Newcomer from Rock River Grange.  
She is such a dear lady and I sent her 
a nice Christmas card and note.  She 
answered me back and said I was the 
best thing that came out of 2017 to be 
her new friend.  

I have spent many hours since my 
childhood to establish quite an ex-
tensive genealogy of my family tree 
but have always found my informa-
tion free.   Last November my cousin 
came to visit and she encouraged me 
to sign up for ancestry.com.    I have 
now been researching on ancestry and 
found my mystery ancestor John Q. 
Wells.   In the past relatives told me 
the story was that his wife “Kit” was 
an entertainer, singer and may have 
lived in North Carolina and daughter 
was Ethel.   On Christmas Day I found 
their burial sites and Kittie’s site had 
an article about her.  Lo and behold it 
read- she was active in Grange affairs 
and was special installation Grange 
Deputy for Western New York.  She 
passed away in 1935.  Her daughter 
was buried in the same cemetery 

and the article about her mentioned 
Manchester Grange.  Wow what a 
Christmas surprise!

 Did you know that one of the Seven 
Grange founders and first National 
Grange Master William Saunders was 
the architect of the famous National 
Cemetery at Gettysburg, PA?  He 
was serving as Superintendent of the 
Propagating Gardens in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture with an office on 
the Capitol grounds at Washington, 
D.C. and was called on by President 
Lincoln to design it.    There is a plaque 
there honoring his accomplishment 
and was said to be on the platform 
when Lincoln made the Gettysburg 
Address.  I believe I read a story that 
there is a wax figure of him in the 
Gettysburg museum.  On December 
4, 1867 it was in his office that the 
Grange was said to be organized and 
he wrote the preamble of the Grange 
Constitution.   He also was involved 
in landscaping Lincoln's tomb in 
Springfield and gardens at Illinois 
State University at Normal, IL., grew 
one of the first magnolia trees, influ-
enced the placement of the Washing-
ton Monument as the central point of 
Washington, D.C. and propogated the 
navel orange for growing in California 
and Florida. 
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McLean at 9:00 am.  
Grangers who make dona-

tions to the National Grange 
Foundation for Trademark 
Protection can use it as a tax 
benefit.  I encourage Granges 
to have a fundraiser for the 
Trademark Protection.  

I hope that many of you are 
working on membership and 
have many activities planned 
for the upcoming Grange 
year.  Remember projects for 
Community Service, Juniors, 
Youth, Agriculture committee 
and Family Activities com-
mittee make a well-rounded 
Grange.

PRESIDENT
continued from page 1

Communications Report
By Elaine Hecathorn

I want to remind everyone of some of the guidelines for when you post pictures of anyone 
whether it be in your scrapbook, Facebook, newspaper, or whatever. 

Photography rules taken from the Grange Communication Handbook
If you take a picture of a person that you intend to use for your own media – such as web-

sites or social media- or that you will distribute to the traditional media as a publicity photo, 
it is appropriate to have a signed model release form.  While it is not always necessary, as 
with photos taken at public events, it is encouraged especially when working with children.  
Always consult with parents or guardians of anyone under 18 before taking or using a photo 
of a child on your Grange communication documents or outlets.

If you choose to take a photo or use a photo taken by someone else, you should make sure 
to have a signed photo release from on record.  This is important because photos can be seen 
as the intellectual property of the photographer, thereby giving them the right to ask for com-
pensation or request that it not be used.  Photo release forms give you some protection against 
such requests.

Following is the example from National Grange
PHOTO  RELEASE FORM

I hereby grant the National Grange permission use of my likeness in a photograph or graphic 
representation, in any and all of its publications, including website entries without payment 
or any other consideration.  

I understand and agree that these materials will become the property of the national Grange 
and will not be returned.

I hereby irrevocable authorize the National Grange to edit, alter, copy, display, distribute, or 
any other uses for the purposed of publicizing the national grange programs, events, website 
content, or for any other promotional or marketing purpose.  In addition, I waive the right 
to inspect or approve the finished product, including written or electronic copy, wherein my 
likeness appears.  Additionally, I waive the right to royalties or other compensation arising or 
related to the use of the photograph.

I hereby release and forever discharge the National Grange from all claims, demands, and 
causes of action which I , my heirs, representatives, executors, administrators, or any other 
person acting on my behalf or on behalf of my estate have or may have by reason of this au-
thorization  

I am 18 years of age or older and am competent to contract in my own name.  I have read 
this release before signing below and I fully understand the contest, meaning, and impact of 
this release.

_________________________________________________       __________________________
(Signature)                                                                                               (Date)
__________________________________________________      __ ________________________
(Printed Name)                                                                                        (Date)

A note from Ruth...County Line Grange News
Meeting held December 13th
John and Carol Null, Ter-

ry Chestnut, and Stephanie 
Barber were our hosts. Our 
thanks to them for the deli-
cious food and nice decora-
tions.

  Stephanie showed us 
folders she made for new 
members to receive when 
they join.

  Our Hometown Christ-
mas food sales went very 
well. The nice weather we 
were enjoying brought many 
more people out for the eve-
ning. "Just Memories now..." 
. Tim reported on deliver-
ing our Christmas tree. The 
family really appreciated 
everything.

  Our postponed Grange 
Christmas party will be Jan. 
13. There will be lots of good 
food and we play take-away-
bingo. Always a fun time.

  We are selling our Scholar-
ship meat raffle tickets. The 

drawing will be April 11.
  Hope everyone is staying 

safe and warm in this very 
cold weather.

 Happy New Year  to ev-
eryone!

Meeting held January 13th
January's  meeting, held the 

13th, was also our Christmas 
party. Very little business was 
discussed since we wanted 
to eat and have fun. Thank 
you to the wonderful ladies 
of our grange who prepared 
our dinner. Also thank you to 
all the members who brought 
desserts. Everything was deli-
cious.

We played take-away-bin-
go, but we made sure every-
one got a gift.

We brought Valentine's to 
be delivered to Veterans and 
area Nursing homes.

We had our Chicken dinner 
fundraiser Jan. 27. We also 
sold food at BOCO Feb. 3rd 
as a fundraiser.

  Happy Valentine's  Day to 
Everyone!

I am pleased by the num-
ber of articles everyone has 
been sending. For the most 
Granges to be featured in 
the paper, I would like to 
request that we limit indi-
vidual Grange articles to 
350 words, and directors 
and officers to 500 words. 
This will allow us to feature 
every Grange in our state 
who would like to send an 
article. If you would like 
to share a larger story, I 
can upload it to the Illinois 

Granger Facebook page and 
group that has been created 
online. I do edit the articles. 
If your article is sent early 
enough, I will send it back to 
you to edit to make sure I don’t 
cut out what you feel are the 
most important points. Also, 
all pictures sent may not make 
it into the paper. Please list the 
order in which you would like 
your photos featured if they 
must be limited. All photos 
may be posted online if your 
Grange would like. If you have 

news for immediate release, 
please place in the subject line 
of your email "for immediate 
release" and it will be posted 
on the Facebook page and 
printed in the next month’s 
Granger if possible. Make 
sure anything you would like 
added to the calendar gets to 
me, so I can add it to upcom-
ing events. Email all articles 
to illinoisgranger2017@gmail.
com or mail to Ruth Blas-
ingame, 8711 Deer Run Dr., 
Belvidere, IL 61008.
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News From The Ag Dept
By Carol Neff, Illinois State 
Grange Agriculture Chairman

Hope everyone's thinking 
about entries for the Agricul-
ture Contests in fruit, veg-
etables, crops, and flowers.  
This time of year with all the 
gloomy, cold days is a good 
time to be thinking about 
and working on entries for 
the contests.  Junior leaders, 
parents, and grandparents 
of Juniors:  Help get the kids 
started on decorating entries 
for the gourd bird house and 
the posters on endangered 
Monarch butterflies or bees, 

or bats and how to help them.  
Also, start thinking about 
which vegetables to enter 
that you will be helping your 
parents or grandparents grow 
this year.  

  How is your Agricul-
ture Committee helping your 
Grange besides reporting each 
meeting on AG-related items 
and encouraging your mem-
bers to enter the contests?  One 
good way is if your Lecturer 
hasn't asked you yet, to vol-
unteer you and your commit-
tee to put on an AG.-related 
program at your meeting.  

(Programs put on by the AG. 
Comm., Family Activities, Ju-
niors, Youth, Committee Ser-
vice, etc. is a big help for your 
Lecturer making her job a little 
easier.)  For the program, get 
both your comm. and your 
members involved.  Have 
something fun, something ed-
ucational, something musical, 
and something inspirational.  
One way to get members in-
volved is by singing an AG.-
related song like "Bringing in 
the Sheaves," or "America", 
or make it fun with "Old 
McDonald Had a Farm" and 

maybe adding verses like "Old 
McDonald had a Tractor......
with a putt, putt, here...........  
Have an AG.-related quiz 
and have members yell out 
the answer.  Or, you could 
also ask members a farm or 
garden-related question and 
have each member answer.  
Check out the poem "What is 
a Farmer?"  Tell a farm-related 
joke, or make it into a skit.  
Can tell an inspirational story, 
or close the program with an 
inspirational quote or saying.  
There's ideas everywhere--in 
magazines and newspapers, 
on TV, and on the computer.  
Use a good variety and keep 
each item short.  Ideas are 
limitless--use your imagina-
tion and plan jointly with the 
rest of your committee.  Keep 
the program short--10, 15, or 
20 minutes.

  On another subject:  As I 
walked past the DVD's at the 
library one caught my eye.  It 
was a documentary entitled 

"Farmland" directed by James 
Moll.  It tells of six farm and 
ranch families throughout the 
U.S.  It's described as an "in-
siders view of farming, their 
lives, the high risk, and pas-
sion for farming over the gen-
erations, and its challenges.  
One prominent newspaper, 
the "Huffington Post" said "it 
is so well done, it should get 
the award for the best docu-
mentary."  I watched it and 
would highly recommend it.  
It's only a little over an hour 
so it would be good to see 
some snowy, cold, or rainy 
night.  If your library doesn't 
have it, they will be able to 
get it for you.  Send me a 
note or an E-mail at cwnout-
doors@aol.com (however, I'm 
only on the computer once a 
week), and let me know what 
you think.

Happy birthday, George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln and Happy Valen-
tine's Day to all!

 

Broad Hollow Grange Report
Broad Hollow Grange can-

celled their January meeting 
due to weather.  The February 
meeting was held on Sunday, 
February 4th, with the March 
meeting going back to the 
first Friday of the month.,  A 
Watkins fundraiser is being 
planned for February and 
early March.  Anyone wish-
ing to order items should call 
(618) 539-6113.  Shipping and 
tax will be added to the basic 
price.  Catalogues will be 
available.

Broad Hollow Grange 
is sponsoring two trips to 
Branson, Missouri, for the 
Christmas Shows in Novem-
ber.  Both trips are Tuesday 
through Thursday with one 
the week before Thanksgiving 
and the other the week after 
Thanksgiving.  The package 

includes bus, Branson Tow-
ers Hotel, six shows with 
reserved seats, tour guide, 
all meals from Tuesday noon-
through Thursday noon. 
tip for the driver and meal 
tips.   Both shows include 
Daniel O'Donnell Christmas 
Show (first time he's had 
a Christmas show in the 
U.S.), Clay Cooper Christmas 
Show, Texas Tenors Christ-
mas Show, "Sampson" at the 
Sight and Sound Theater, 
and the Hughes Brothers 
Christmas Show.  The date 
for the first trip is November 
13-15 with the 6th show being 
comedian,  "Yakov Sirnoff" 
for the first trip only, and the 
second trip will be November 
27-29th with a 50's show for 
that date only.  For further in-
formation, call (618) 539-6113.
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2017/2018 Ag. Contest Information Illinois State Grange

Illinois State Grange Agriculture Contests’ Entry Form
1 Sept. 2017 –  Sept. 2018

NAME_______________________________________________________________________
GRANGE________________________    COUNTY __________________________________
(CIRCLE the category AND item.)—One entry per person each category (vegetables, 

fruit, flowers, antiques, etc.—Must be from current Grange year (1 Sep. 2017 thru 31 Aug. 
plus Sept. 2018).  

I.  VEGETABLE   
1.   Beans (4)
2.   Beets (4)
3.   Cabbage (1 head)
4.   Cantaloupe (1)
5.   Carrots (3)
6.  Cauliflower (1)
7.   Cucumbers (3)
8 .  Eggplant (1)
9.   Gourds (2)
10.  Onions (White--3)
11.  Onions (Red—3)
12.  Onions (Yellow—3)
13.  Peppers (Sweet—3)
14.  Peppers (Hot—3)
15.  Potatoes (Red—3)
16.  Potatoes (White (3)
17.  Sweet Potatoes  (3)
18.  Pumpkins (l)
19.  Squash (Winter—1)
20.  Tomatoes (Yellow—3)
21.  Tomatoes (Red—3)
22.  Watermelon (1)
23.  Zucchini (6-8”—1)
24.  Most Unusual Shape
25.  Vegetable Other Than
Above (3 if Small or 1 if 

Large)
26.  Individual’s Market 

Basket (10 or more items)
27.  Group’s Market Bas-

ket (10 or more items)

II.  FIELD CROPS                
1.  3 Ears of Corn
2.  Longest Ear of Corn
3.  Corn (1 qt. bag)
4.  Oats (1 qt. bag)
5.  Soybeans (1 qt. bag)
6.  Wheat (1 qt. bag)  
III.  FRUIT:   

1.  Apples (Red—4)
2.  Apples (Yellow—4)
3.  Grapes (3 Bunches)
4.  Pears (4)
5.  Plums (4)
6.  Any Other Fruit (4)

V.  FLOWERS  (If want item 
auctioned, note to do so.)

1.  African Violet Plant
2.  Gladiola (3 spikes)
3.  Miniature Garden/Fairy 

Garden (Not from Kit.) 
4.  Succulents
5.  Cut Flower Arrangement 

(Judged on how arranged--
Flowers can be purchased or 
homegrown.) 

6.  Most Unusual Plant
7.  Any Other (3 Blooms)

VI.  ANTIQUES (30” or 
less, any direction) (Judged)

(1930 or Prior—Actual 
Item, not picture of item)

1.  Farm-Related Antique 
Item  (WILL NOT BE AUC-
TIONED.)

2.  Household-Related 
Antique Item (WILL NOT 
BE AUCTIONED)

VII.  JUNIOR DIVISION 
(AGES 5-7, 8-10, 11-14) 

1.  Gourd made into a bird 
house and decorated (Gourd 
can be grown or bought).

2.  Poster featuring declin-
ing population of Monarch 
Butterflies, OR Bees OR Bats 
and how we can help them.

3. Vegetables (Judged with 
Adults.) (IF JR. ENTRY, PUT 
AGE CATEGORY AFTER (I. 
Vegetables)

Also open to Children and 
Grandchildren of Grange 
when a Grange does not 
have a Jr. Grange.  (Purpose:  
To encourage kids at a young 
age to get involved in gar-
dening.)

Ag. Chairman:  Carol Neff
3601 Klein School Rd.
New Athens, IL 62264
(618) 539-6113
cwnoutdoors@aol.com
(No home computer—only 

check E-mails weekly or ev-
ery 2 weeks)

2nd Year Member:  Albert 
Ebel

6199 Wolf Road
Kingston IL 60145
(815) 236-0890
apebel2011@gmail.com

RULES AND INFO:
1.  ONE ENTRY PER PER-

SON IN EACH CATEGORY.
2.  On entry form with list of 

items, PRINT Name, Grange, 
and County for EACH PER-
SON entering an item.  Make 
extra copies of Form (if have 
a printer or bank, library, or 
other places may provide free 
copies).  

a.  Circle either Vegetable, 
Field Crop, Fruit, Flowers, 
Antiques or Junior and note 
Jr. age group where required.  

b. Circle Item under each 

Category (i.e., Fruit—Grapes. 
etc.)

c.  Note how many items 
are required so you don’t get 
disqualified.  

3.  Vegetables, Field Crops, 
and Fruit must be grown or 
harvested between 1 Sept. 
2017 and Sept. 2018.

a.  Will be auctioned unless 
picked up prior to the time 
announced at State Grange 
Session. 

4.  Flowers and Antiques 
can be from previous years.  
(Flowers not auctioned unless 

you want them auctioned.)
5.  Miniature Garden/

Fairy Garden—MAY NOT BE 
MADE FROM A KIT.

a.  Be creative but ideas are 
also available in magazines, 
on the computer, at libraries, 
etc.

b.  Suggestions: Use items 
from your yard, garden, or 
woods (twigs, stones, small 
branches, nuts, pinecone 
scales, pebbles, etc.), can cover 
a small birdhouse with items 
from nature (twigs, pinecone 
scales, pebbles, etc.)   use doll 
house miniatures, etc., jelly 
beans, small silk blossoms, 
spongy moss, miniature items, 
sheet moss with adhesive 
backing (available at hobby 
stores, etc.), plus any other 
items.  

c. Base can be slices of wood, 
low sided plastic container, or 
other items easy to transport.

6. Flower Arrangement:
a. Flowers may be grown 

in the garden OR purchased.
b.  Judging will be done on 

how they are arranged and 
flowers used.

7.  Antiques:  (Farm Related 
or Household Antiques)

a. 1930 or any year prior to 
1930.  

b. Will be judged but WILL 
NOT BE SOLD AT THE AUC-
TION. 

c. NOTE:  Size—30” or 

smaller in either direction.
8. JUNIORS OR children 

or grandchildren of Grange 
members if a Grange does not 
have a Junior Grange.

a. Circle AGE category on 
entry form—The age is the 
age of the child as of Septem-
ber 2018.

b. Fill out top of entry 
form with name, Grange, and 
county.

b. Gourd Birdhouse—The 
Gourd can be grown or pur-
chased.  (Wren)

Child must decorate the 
gourd for the birdhouse but 
parent can drill the hole (Qtr 
size thru 1”).

c.  Poster on declining 
population of Monarch But-
terflies OR Bees OR Bats. 

(1) Show about declining 
population and how we can 
help them.

(2) No limit to size.
d. Vegetables:  
a. Many juniors, children, 

and grandchildren help their 
parents garden so Juniors 
may enter the Vegetable Cat-
egory.

(1) If children are not gar-
dening, this may encourage 
them to do so.

b.  The Juniors will be 
judged a long with  the 
adults—MAKE SURE TO 
NOTE THAT IT IS A JUNIOR 
ENTRY.

Illinois State
Grange Youth

 

Details for the Midwestern 
Leadership Conference have 
been posted on the National 
Grange website as well as the 
Illinois State Grange Youth 
Facebook group. It will be 
held June 15-17 in Ceresco, 
MI at New Hope Grange Hall. 
Cost is $50 per person with a 
$5 sibling discount. More de-
tails available online. Keep an 
eye out for the finalized date 

for the Statewide Grange Pic-
nic. I’m still looking for more 
opinions from the survey 
in the November Granger. I 
have only received the online 
responses. Like last year, we 
will hold the public speaking 
and sign-a-song contest at 
the picnic. We will also have 
a drill competition and an 
auction raising money for the 
youth department.
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2018 State Session Junior Contests

Grange Membership Report
By Lindakay F. Ebel,
ISG Membership Chairperson

 
Junior Grange Membership
Last month I touched on 

Grange membership for 
adults; this month I would 
like to talk a little about the 
Junior Grange Membership 
for boys and girls, ages 5 to 
14.

The National Grange in-
troduced the 1+ program 
because some communities 
may not have the 13 or more 
children needed to orga-
nize a Junior Grange. The 1+ 
program allows individual 
children between the ages of 
5 and 14 to join a Commu-
nity Grange. They can attend 
and participate in meetings, 
substitute for an officer who 
is absent, help with Grange 
projects and events and speak 
on a topic being discussed.

The Grange recognizes 
that one of the greatest needs 
of young families today is a 
place the family can go to-
gether, and the cost is afford-
able. The Grange has always 
been a family organization 
with many learning experi-
ences, teamwork, leader-
ship skills, responsibility, 
respect for others and self-
confidence. Also, fun times, 
games, camp and much more. 
Many youngsters love the 
community involvement, 
serve by helping the elderly, 
veterans, food banks, or who-
ever and whatever is needed 
in your local community.

 For more than 125 years, 
Junior Grangers have been 
an important part of our or-
ganization. We believe every 
member of the family should 
participate in the Grange 
experience.  Many of today’s 
Grange leaders got their start 
in the Junior Grange. They 
learned to interact with mem-
bers of all ages. They learned 
to organize and manage proj-
ects, when to lead and when 
to follow, to work hard, and 
to have fun. Now they are 

giving back to an organization 
that gave them so much.

Each year a program guide 
is developed for Junior Grange 
members and leaders, with a 
set of goals and hands-on 
learning experiences. The 
theme and topic change from 
year to year, however the op-
portunities for learning and 
personal growth continue.

National Grange offers cre-
ative art, writing, and other 
contests for Juniors as its an-
nual convention.

Junior Grangers have a 
great capacity to care about 
their community and environ-
ment. We provide more op-
portunities for Juniors to get 
involved and give back. We 
host events where Juniors can 
connect with others across the 
state. Fellowship is a corner-
stone of Grange membership, 
and the Junior program is no 
exception. Friendships formed 
now can last a lifetime.

Every day it is important 
to celebrate our successes. 
Whether it’s the achievement 
of an individual or a group 
effort, we need to reward and 
recognize the hard work each 
Junior puts forth. Adding fun 
and excitement to what we 
do ensures happy and well-
rounded Junior Grangers.

Our Illinois State Grange 
Youth Department has many 
special activities for our young 
Grangers. Last year they held 
a statewide picnic at the Tom 
Madonia Park East, and they 
are again planning to do so 
this year. Many young Grang-
ers attend the Illinois State 
Grange camp each year, (my 
husband attended this each 
year as a youth and enjoyed 
seeing the many Grangers 
from the southern part of the 
state each year, and today, as 
adults still sees them) when 
attend Grange functions and 
conventions.

One of the highlights of the 
youth which I look forward 
to each year happens at the 

Illinois State Grange Conven-
tion when the young Grangers 
open the session on Saturday 
morning and the Sunday 
morning drill by the State 
Youth Officers.

This year the juniors (in-
dividual must be Junior +1 
or Junior Grange member), 
three age groups 5-7, 8-10, 
11-14, entry age as of January 
1st, 2018, have some special 
junior contests: Sucker craft, 
corn craft, Log cabin craft and 

“Super” Me or Native Ameri-
can craft. They can also enter 
in the agriculture contest with 
their vegetables, making a 
poster on Monarch Butterflies, 
Bees or Bats, or make a gourd 
birdhouse.

Or, under Family Activities, 
Juniors can make a tied fleece 
throw, make greeting cards or 
be a part of the special group, 
200th Birthday of State of Il-
linois, by making a birthday 

cake or a birthday throw 
pillow, of which both will be 
sold at the auction and pro-
ceeds will be donated.

 So, this month take a look 
at the young people around 
you and sign up some JU-
NIOR GRANGE MEMBERS, 
and if their parents are not 
Grange members, sign them 
up also!!

 THINK GRANGE, THINK 
MEMBERSHIP.

 

By Melinda (Mindy) Schiefer
ISG JR director

 Our first State JR day is 
coming up and will be hosted 
by Prairie Grange.  Please 
mark your calendar for Satur-
day, March 17.  Activities will 
start at noon and last till about 
4p.m.  I am using the theme 
“Spring” to plan project fun 
while learning too.

In the tradition of “Ace” 
the deer I have decided we 
will have a mascot to join our 
adventures.   While think-

ing of what to have I wanted 
something red, and thought 
of a cardinal first but that is 
common.   Then the ladybug 
came to mind…ahh.  Red with 
black, the Junior colors.  Did 
you know there are over 4,000 
kinds in the world?  The most 
common has seven spots, re-
minding people of the Virgin 
Mary’s seven sorrows.  In 
German called Marienkafers, 
or Mary’s beetles, and in Rus-
sian a popular name is bozhya 

korovka meaning God’s little 
cow.  Small, beneficial to the 
farmers, and eats A LOT!!  So 
there we go!!  “Dot” will be 
joining me as I travel so be 
sure to tell her HI.  

Am having fun looking for 
things to do over this next 
year, and am open to sug-
gestions.  I can be reached 
through Facebook messaging 
or email (Schefr5@yahoo.
com).   Or you can text my cell 
phone, 618-444-2852.

By Melinda (Mindy) Schiefer
Illinois State Grange JR director 

All Junior Contests - Indi-
vidual must be Junior or +1 
member

Three age groups: 5-7, 8-10, 
11-14. Include date of birth on 
entry, entry age as of 1/1/2018

Sucker craft – Create a craft 
using suckers as the main com-
ponent. Size limit is 12x12x12

Tidbit: One theory as to why 
Illinois was nicknamed the 
“Sucker State” dates back to 
Galena’s mining industry of 
the 1820’s. The first successful 
lead mine in Galena opened in 
1824. Word of the mines result-
ed in thousands of people from 
central and southern Illinois 
and Missouri making their 
way north along the Missis-
sippi river to Galena to search 

for work during the warm 
months. Those same people 
would head back south when 
it turned cold. These migrants 
were nicknamed “Suckers” 
after the similar patterns of 
fish species in the Mississippi.

Corn craft – Create an item 
using corn as the main com-
ponent. Size limit is 12x12x12. 
Tidbit: This is the leading crop 
in Illinios.

Log cabin craft – Build a 
“log” cabin out of any material 
you wish. Size limit 12x12x12. 
Tidbit: The current manufac-
ture of Lincoln Logs claims 
that they are named for Abra-
ham Lincoln and him being 
known for living in a log cabin.

“Super” Me - Draw a pic-
ture of yourself in a superhero 
outfit, include a brief descrip-

tion of what your “super” 
powers would be and how 
you would use them. A photo 
of your face can be used as 
part of drawing. Size limit is 
11x17.

Tidbit: Metropolis, IL is the 
“Hometown of Superman” 
and has a 12 foot tall, two-
ton bronze statue which was 
added in 1993.

Native American craft – 
Learn about tribes that would 
have lived in IL and make 
a craft representing their 
lifestyle or something that 
would have been used by 
them...for example clothes, 
homes, games they would 
have played.

Tidbit: IL comes from a Na-
tive American word meaning 
“Tribe of superior men”
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January Flora Grange News

News from Prairie Grange #1832 Legislative Report

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

By Marion L Thornberry
Legislative Director

We have put another 
Great year behind us. We 
now enter 2018 with new 
hopes and expectations.  

Sosnowski Introduc-
es Bill To Protect Work-
ing Families From Being 
Charged With Child Ne-
glect, Abandonment 

SPRINGFIELD – State 
Representative Joe Sos-
nowski, R-Rockford, has 
filed new legislation to 
allow working families 
with a child over age 12 to 
babysit younger children 

by lowering the minimum age 
at which a child can be home 
without supervision from 14 
down to 12. Currently under 
state law, a child under the 
age of 14 who is left without 
supervision for “an unrea-
sonable amount of time” is 
considered neglected; and 
a parent or other individual 
responsible for a child’s wel-
fare can be charged with child 
abandonment for leaving a 
minor under the age of 13 
without supervision by a re-
sponsible person over the age 
of 14 for a period of 24 hours 
or more.

“This bill to help protect 

single and working parents 
from a harsh state law under 
which they can be charged 
with neglect and lose cus-
tody of their kids for leaving 
a minor under the age of 14 
home without supervision,” 
Representative Sosnowski 
said. “Illinois has by far the 
most restrictive law of its 
kind in the nation. My bill 
would reduce the threshold 
to children under the age of 
12, recognizing that working 
parents who struggle to af-
ford child care should not live 
under the fear of losing their 
kids simply for working hard 
to support their family.”

By Lindakay F. Ebel
 
Members of Flora Grange 

met on Tuesday, January 
9th, 2018, 6:30 pm with 
a potluck supper at the 
Grange Hall with a meet-
ing following, hosted by 
the Melillo’s and the Ebel’s.

 Committee reports were 
given by each committee 
chairperson. Laurel Rat-
cliffe talked about what 
activities and fundraisers 
we want to be a part of in 
2018. It was decided we 
would contact Applebee’s 
for our annual fundraiser; 
Deb Silvers will chair Safety 
Town, with assistance by 
Emalee Colver, and Laurel 
Ratcliffe will contact the 
Little Hershey’s Antique 
Car club in which we will 
serve food on Saturday 
and Sunday. Members were 
reminded to turn their com-
munity service hours in 
each month.

Membership chairper-
son, Lindakay Ebel stated 
she wrote her first article 
in the Illinois Granger and 
reminded members to ask 
everyone they know to join 

the Grange. She will be at the 
Flora Grange booth at BOCO 
at the Belvidere Community 
building on February 3rd to 
promote the Grange.

Members of the fair board 
gave updates on improve-
ments being done at the fair-
grounds, and Laurel Ratcliffe 
reminded if anyone wants to 
place a ‘Friend of the Fair’ ad, 
cost is $20 each.

Jack Ratcliffe reported a 
lady from a hearing aid office 
will be attending the March 
7thBoone County Pomona 
meeting and explain about 
hearing aids.

Chaplain Donna West re-
ported she visited our 99-year-
old Grange member, Theo Hil-
debrand at Maple Crest this 
week.  Lindakay Ebel thanked 
Michael Ratcliffe, webmaster 
for Illinois State Grange for all 
the work he does to promote 
Grange; also the fundraisers 
he puts on for all the Granges 
in Illinois. Thanks Mike for an 
awesome job.

Treasurer Lindakay Ebel 
had written year-to-date fi-
nancial reports for members 
and went over each expense 
and income for the year for 

2017.  Emalee Colver col-
lected ‘E’ bills, and treasurer 
will send in $100 to National 
Grange for the trademark. We 
will continue to collect the ‘E’ 
bills monthly; they will be 
taken to Illinois State Conven-
tion in September for Illinois 
Granger expenses.

Members sang Happy 
Birthday to Grange member 
Lois Knox who will celebrate 
her special day on January 
29th. Next Flora Grange meet-
ing will be our dues paying 
potluck supper and regular 
meeting on Tuesday, February 
13th, 6:30 pm.

MONDAY
FEBRUARY 19

Prairie Grangers have been 
busy the last few months. 
Members joined Prairie Ju-
nior Grange at the Halloween 
parade dressed as skeletons, 
the Juniors won $50 for their 
float. One of the I.O.U. Club 
members took pity on Karie 
Blasingame and awarded her 
a $20 costume prize which 
she donated to Prairie Junior 
Grange. 

Members shopped at Aldi’s 
to donate food for meals to 
the Salvation Army. 

Members of Prairie Grange 
worked together painting a 
new display for the Lights in 
Belvidere Park in partnership 
with the Boone County Fair 
Association. A special thank 
you to EmilIe Ellwanger for 
drawing some of the animals 
faces, Sophia Herrera and 
Patti Lee for helping with 
much of the painting. 

Prairie Grange was pleased 
to be a Distinguished Grange 
again this year and proud 
we have a Grange Legacy 
Family in our Grange. Donna 
Ellwanger researched her 
mother’s side, she was able 
to find 5 generations. 

To celebrate the 150th birth-
day of the National Grange, 
Prairie Grange, with the help 
of County Line Grange and 
Prairie Junior Grange, deco-
rated a float with a birthday 
cake on it. Members handed 
out candy and waved at those 
in attendance at Hometown 
Christmas in Belvidere. 

At our December Christmas 
party, we enjoyed a wonder-
ful potluck and held a gift 
exchange. 

In January on one of the 
coldest nights we held our 
dues paying potluck and 
about a third of our members 
were able to make it and pay 
their dues. 

Each month on the 1st Tues-
day night from 6 – 9PM we 
hold Knifty Needles where 
members meet and crochet, 
knit or do other handcrafts. 
We each bring a snack to 
share and our own beverage. 
We meet at the Community 
Grange at the Fairgrounds. 
Knifty Needles is open for 
anyone who would like to 
come and share what they are 
working on.

Feb 24 – Big Thunder Applebee’s Pancake Fund-
raiser

March 10 – County Line Grange 4-H Fundraiser
March 11 – Leadership Conference South 1-4 pm 

Turkey Hill Grangehall
March 17 – Executive Committee Mtg – Dixie Truck 

Stop McLean 9 am
March 17 – State Junior Day 12-4 Boone County 

Community Grangehall
March 25 – Leadership Conference North 1-4 pm 

Boone County Community Grangehall
April 14 – Prairie Grange Consignment Auction
June 15-17 – Midwestern Youth Conference Michi-

gan
Please send me any important dates for your 

Grange. illinoisgranger2017@gmail.
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Deaf Committee Report
By Sister Cara Magee-
Johnston

Has everyone thawed out 
from all that January Snow? 
Even we had snow in Shreve-
port, LA; enough to call off 
a Professional Development 
day and a school day. You 
might say we were the “Deep 
South” that turned into a 
“Deep Freeze”. Even as I type 
this on January 25th, the tem-
perature before leaving the 
house was 30 degrees. Don’t 
worry though, this is Louisi-
ana and it looks like our high 
will be 64 degrees. I under-
stand though we are expecting 
more snow, one day before 
our first Mardi Gras Parade 
(Krewe of Centaur).

Well I didn’t make it to the 
4th Annual Deaf Education 
Summit in Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana on January 26-27, with 
guest speaker Nyle DiMarco 
after all. Two more important 
events came up one sad and 
one celebratory. The sad one 
is interpreted at the memorial 
service for the mother of one 
of the interpreters who works 
with me. I have known, taught 
and worked with here since 
2001. The other event was the 
same evening- interpreting 
for three of my students at the 
JROTC Military Ball.

In this article, I’ll be cover-
ing events of the IAD from 
1953-66. It is shorter than 
usual in order to bring you 
more about the Nyle DiMarco 
Foundation (as promised). In 
1953, House Bill 85 is intro-
duced in the State legislature 
to require a hearing test for all 
drivers in 1961. NAD, NFSD, 
and the IAD joined forces to 
defeat this bill. The LaSalle 
Convention attracted the larg-
est attendance in history; over 
600 people witnessed the 
creation of a Traffic Bureau en-
abling the IAD to protect the 
rights of the Deaf to drive an 
automobile. The IAD has over 
1,000 members. IAD President 
Leonard Warshawsky starts 
the State-Wide Bulletin again 
in 1954. It was another four 

years, in 1958 when IAD met 
again to find that Charles E. 
Sharpnack left the position 
of IAD Treasurer for the last 
time imparting a sense of 
absence among the IAD offi-
cers (1921 to 1927 and 1931 to 
1958). The Rockford Chapter 
is established in 1962. The 24th 
biennial convention of the Il-
linois Association of the Deaf 
was held August 19-21, 1966 
at Hotel Faust in Rockford. 
Approximately 300 delegates 
and visitors attended. A meet-
ing of Jacksonville members 
of the IAD is called by John 
Otto, John Houser, member-
ship committeeman, and Mrs. 
Doris Orman. Twenty-two 
were present in the Mutual 
Improvement Society room at 
the Illinois School for the Deaf 
on October 25th. They voted 
to organize a chapter and 
thus the Jacksonville Chapter 
of the IAD was established. 
The IAD protests to Governor 
Otto Kerner regarding the 
lack of Deaf representatives 
on the State Committee on the 
Hearing Impaired under the 
jurisdiction of the Illinois Com-
mission on Children. Governor 
Otto Kerner ordered the com-
mittee to admit Deaf repre-
sentatives. Dr. James Orman, 
retired supervising teacher of 
the ISD Manual Department 
and Dr. Robert Donoghue, 
school psychologist at Whitney 
Young High School became 
the IAD representatives as-
signed to the committee. The 
committee later conducted a 
survey on the needs of Deaf 
persons in education which 
lead to the establishment of 
a comprehensive hearing im-
paired program at Whitney 
Magnet Young High School in 
Chicago. The committee also 
accomplished the statewide 
reorganization of local school 
boards into nine regional pro-
grams with the state taking 
over the financial support for 
school aged hearing impaired 
children. The IAD Sign Lan-
guage Book Donation Project 
helped improve communica-

tion between children with 
hearing loss and their teachers, 
counselors, and parents. Local 
IAD chapters, clubs, NFSD, 
and parent groups generously 
donated money to the IAD 
book fund enabling the IAD 
to purchase books at a reduced 
rate from the NAD

“The Nyle DiMarco Founda-
tion is a non-profit organiza-
tion that exists as a national 
philanthropic resource for all 
organizations, institutions 
and individuals working to 
improve the lives of every 
Deaf person in the world. 
The Current Priority Area: 
Deaf Children and their Fami-
lies- the Foundation aims to 

improve access to accurate, 
research-based information 
about early language acquisi-
tion–specifically, the bilingual 
education approach. Through 
the early intervention pro-
cess, the child’s language and 
literacy development should 
be the focal point. Nyle and 
the Foundation are guided by 
the principle that every child 
deserves love and language. 
Because the reality is that Deaf 
children can grow to be any-
thing they want: firefighter or 
police officer, defense attorney 
or brain surgeon, elementary 
teacher or college professor, 
software developer or the 
creator of the next major so-

cial media outlet–or even an 
internationally recognized 
supermodel, actor, and danc-
ing phenomenon. The key 
to unlocking a Deaf child’s 
future is acquiring language 
at an early age. Nyle’s story 
provides validation: he was 
born into a multigenerational 
Deaf family and was taught 
American Sign Language and 
English from birth. Through 
the Foundation, Nyle wants to 
work with parents and fami-
lies to ensure Deaf children 
receive the same opportuni-
ties he did.” https://nyledi-
marcofoundation.com/

(\lii/= I Love You) Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

Grange Urges Passage Of Bill
To Fix Discount Drug Program

The National Grange sent a 
statement to Senate on Mon-
day, Jan. 11, supporting legis-
lation that will provide added 
reforms to an essential pro-
gram for rural health.

The bill, S. 2312, submit-
ted by Louisiana Senator Bill 
Cassidy will both alter the 
hospital eligibility and in-
crease oversight by the federal 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) for 
the 340B program. The 340B 
program, established in 1992 
by Congress requires drug 
manufacturers to provide 
discounts of 30 to 60 percent 
on prescription drugs to Dis-
proportionate Share Hospitals 
(DSHs), clinics and hospitals 
that serve a greater than aver-
age amount of underserved, 
uninsured and needy patients 
who qualify for reduced pre-
scription drug costs.

While the drug manufactur-
ers were required to offer sav-
ings on medicines supplied to 
DSHs, many of these hospitals 
and clinics are not passing 
these savings on to patients. 

Multiple studies show that 
as DSH hospital revenue has 
gone up, charity care has 
gone way down, which was 
not the intent of the legisla-
tion and hurts disadvantaged 
individuals who require care.

Most rural and small hos-
pitals are classified as DSHs, 
making this issue a priority for 
the National Grange, which 
just celebrated its 150th Anni-
versary as America’s premier 
nonpartisan rural and agricul-
tural advocate.

National Grange President 
Betsy E. Huber urged Con-
gress to pass S. 2312, which 
she called in her statement, 
“important next step in im-
proving the 340B drug dis-
count program.” 

 The following is the full 
text of the statement was sent 
by Betsy E. Huber, President 
of the National Grange, to 
the U.S. Senate on Monday, 
January 22, regarding S. 2312, 
a Bill to Provide a Moratorium 
on Registration of New Non-
Rural Section 340B Hospitals

The  Nat ional  Grange 

thanks Senator Bill Cassidy 
(R-LA) for introducing S. 
2312 to reform the 340B drug 
discount program.  Senator 
Cassidy’s bill is an important 
first step in addressing two 
of the major challenges to 
the 340B program’s integrity.  
This legislation will inten-
sify the oversight capabili-
ties of the   Health Resources 
and Services Administration 
(HRSA) and hold hospitals 
accountable through a change 
in hospital eligibility criteria.

This legislation ensures the 
340B program continues to 
help low-income Americans 
living in rural areas afford 
the medications they need.  
This bill also preserves rural 
hospitals’ ability to improve 
public health outcomes for 
their communities. 

We believe Senator Cas-
sidy’s legislation will serve 
as an important next step 
in improving the 340B drug 
discount program.  We hope 
all members of the Senate will 
come together to pass S. 2312 
and put 340B back on track.
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Where oh where does the 
time go, here we are in end 
of January. I pray for those of 
you are have been sick with 
the flu and cough and hope 
you are feeling much better. 
Stayed in as much as I could 
and stayed away from large 
crowds, so far so good, hope 
it stays that way also.

As we begin the month of 
February we start to prepare 
for the beginning of the forty 
days of Lent and prepare for 
Easter. As many of you may 
remember about five years 
ago I wrote about the eggs of 
Good Friday, that eggs laid on 
that day would never go bad. 
I checked mine the other day. 
I have a dozen that I collected 
that day from the chicken 
house here on the farm. This 
only holds true for eggs that 
are laid on Good Friday all 
other eggs collected on other 
days will spoil. I have held 
them up to the light and there 
is nothing in them, they are as 
light as a feather. They have 
never been in the refrigera-

tor either. So that show’s me 
that God is true, strong, and 
show’s us things that He re-
ally is Alive we as humans just 
need to believe in His word 
and know He is with us all 
the time.

To those who are ill I pray 
for your complete recovery, 
those who rejoice with good 
health and good news we re-
joice with you. Until next time 
may you fine peace within 
yourself.

From 1 Corinthians 13:13
“And now these three remain:
Faith, hope and love. But the 

greatest of these is love”

Work Officially Begins On 2018 Farm Bill
From the National Grange...

The House Agriculture Com-
mittee plans to officially begin 
work February 14 on the 2018 
Farm Bill.  Unofficial work 
on the bill has been ongoing 
for months at the staff and 
leadership levels at both the 
House and Senate Agricul-
ture Committees.   As Grang-
ers know, farm bill legislation 
covers much more than farms 
and farmers; it also includes 
conservation, trade, forestry, 
energy, credit for beginning 
farmers, infrastructure, jobs, 
research, and nutrition. In 
fact, 80 percent of farm bill 
spending is for food assis-
tance and feeding programs. 
The more traditional role of 

the farm bill protects against 
farm losses due to natural 
disasters through disaster as-
sistance and crop insurance. It 
also provides a cushion for the 
individual producer who suf-
fers a poor yield or low prices 
through a series of farm pay-
ment programs tied to specific 
commodities.

Dairy and Cotton “Fixes”
The safety net /loss protec-

tion programs for dairy and 
cotton in the last farm bill have 
not worked as envisioned. 
As a result, dairy and cotton 
producers have suffered dis-
proportionate price loss com-
pared to other commodities. 
Lawmakers hope to address 
stronger provisions for dairy 

and cotton in a disaster relief 
bill or an omnibus spending 
bill to get these costly provi-
sions out of the way before 
the farm bill debate heats up. 
Should that not happen, dairy 
and cotton could become 
stumbling blocks in farm bill 
negotiations later on.

Food Stamps and Crop Insur-
ance in Play

Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), 
or food stamps, continues to 
consume the lion’s share of 
farm bill expenditures with 

42 million people receiving 
SNAP benefits.   USDA and 
some Republican members of 
Congress are looking at work 
requirements for able-bodied 
SNAP recipients.    Another 
large farm bill expense item is 
crop insurance where USDA 
subsidizes premium costs to 
the producer. Several groups 
and some Democratic mem-
bers of Congress are calling 
for an annual subsidy cap of 
$50,000. With calls from con-
stituents to fund new farm 

bill programs and expand 
crop insurance for beginning 
farmers, vegetable growers 
and organic producers amid 
tough budget constraints, 
Congress will be challenged 
to find savings wherever they 
can. SNAP and crop insur-
ance will be major hurdles 
for farm bill negotiations. The 
$1.5 trillion tax cut passed by 
Congress last month could 
make passing a farm bill more 
difficult by starving programs 
of funds.

Immigration Shutters the Government
From the National Grange... 

While not readily apparent 
to the public, the three day 
government shutdown in 
mid-January was more about 
immigration than funding 
the government. The bottom 
line was that Senate minority 
Leader Schumer (R-NY) and 
President Trump reached an 
impasse on an immigration 
deal. Schumer wanted to pro-
tect 700,000 so-called Dream-
er/DACA immigrants from 
deportation and offered the 
President a $25 billion border 
wall. We’re not sure what the 
President’s counter offer was, 
but it caused Schumer to pull 
back his border wall offer and 
the federal government closed 
down for three days.

Congress Looks for Agreement
Behind the scenes, lawmak-

ers from both parties continue 
to look for common agreement 
ground. A bipartisan group 
of Senators, Flake (R-AZ), 
Durbin (D-IL), and Graham 
(R-SC), are working on a deal 
that includes legal protection 
for Dreamers, border security, 
and restrictions on family mi-
gration also known as “chain 
migration.”   On the House 
side, a group of 150 represen-
tatives are supporting a bill by 
Goodlatte, (R-VA), Labrador, 

(R-ID), McSally (R-AZ) and 
McCaul, (R-TX).

Their package would allow 
DACA recipients a three-year 
renewal of legal status, but 
with no special pathway to 
citizenship (though they could 
apply for citizenship through 
normal legal pathways). It 
would also reduce legal immi-
gration by 25 percent, add bor-
der control agents, and deny 
certain funding to so-called 
“sanctuary cities”.   The big 
question is whether Congress 
will attempt major compre-
hensive immigration reform 
or settle for a few targeted 
reforms like Dreamers and 
border wall.

Ag Workers Included
The House bill also in-

cludes the AG Act that was 
reported out of the House 
Judiciary Committee in Oc-
tober and strongly supported 
by the agriculture and food 
communities. The AG Act 
creates a new H-2C program 
that authorizes a 2-year work 
permit for work in agricul-
ture, establishes an E-Verify 
system, caps worker numbers 
at 450,000 and requires health 
insurance coverage.   The 
National Grange is a member 
of the Agriculture Workforce 
Coalition and is working to 
include the AG Act in any 
immigration legislation con-
sidered by Congress.

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Sunday, March 11


